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VANCOUVER'S ISLAND. 



{Colonial Secretary's Office, 
29th October, 1861. 

APBEMIUIC OP FIFTY POUNDS STERLING WILL BE GIVEN BY THK 
Goveinment of VsQcoaTer'a Island fornn^Bsay which Bh&Il be adjadgad 
to aet forth in tha cleftreat and moBt conprehenBiTe mana«r the capabili- 
ties, legonTcea and adTanCagei of Tancouver'i Island as a Colony for settle- 



The fallowing rnlei will govern tha award : — 

1. Oompetiton mnst land their Eniajs in a bialbd cotbb, directed to the 
Colonial Secietaiy of Yanconrei's lalaad, on or before tha let of Jannarj, 
I860, 

3. No name or mark Ii to be attached wheiebj the writer can be known by 
hia Eaaay ; bnt lome diaSnctire motto la to be affixed. 

3. A dnplicata of the chosen motto is to be sent to the Colonial Sacratary, 
marked on tha oatiide of a sealed envelope, upon the inside of which ia to be 
eiren the name of the writer of the Essay bearing inch corresponding motto. 
4- The flsiay will be submitted for award to a Board composed of the fal- 
lowing gentlemen, who have kindly consented to act on the occasion : 
The fleT. C. T. Woods, M. A. 
WiUiaia F. Tdmie, Esq., M. D. 
Qilbert U. Sproat, Esq. 
5. Alter the Board baa arrived at its decision, and signified the same to the 
Colonial Secretary, the Colonial Secretary will forward to it the aaixio En- 
relope, bearing the motto eotrespooding to that of tbe chosen Besay. The 
Bnrelope will bb ofi>id bt thi board, and tbe name fonnd therein signified 
to the Colonial Secretary. 

Envelopeiof unsaccessful competitors will he retoned unopened, if de- 
sired; bnt all the Essays will remain the property of the Qovemment. 
An Award of Ten Pounds will be made for the second be«( Sfsay. 
By order of the OoTemor. 

WILLIAM A. O. YOUNG. 



^In accordance with the foregoing an noun cement, a number of Essays were 
Bent in to the Committee, who alter a careful examination, awarded tbe jirize 
.to the EssBjr here produced.] 
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PA-RT I. 

JNTRODUCTOEY, AND DESOaiPTIVE_. 

Tub Voynger, appronching the Western Coast of North America, between 
(he parallels of 48° and 49° NorLU latitude, sees the land rUing before him, in 
bold and [iiitgcd outline, both on the right hand and on the left, and, as he 
pursues his course towards what a|.pears to be but the rugged inhospitable 
shore of a aavnge countrj, views witlj delight, resting on its rocky pedestal, 
that truest emblem of civiliaation "The Piiendlj Beacon," which, proclaiming 
that the icished For Haven is at hand, relievts the navigator from anxious care, 
and lights (h<: emigrant to his nen' home. 

On the right hand, away in the Saulh East, in Washington Territory, is 
the Olj'mpiaa range of mountains, forming the prominent feature of the coa^t 
line — a dark, rugged, snow capped miiss, the precipitious clifFa of which 
appear to descend abruptly into Cbo sea, fringed however, by a belt of gently 
sloping, undulating country, its sea nail shattered and broken up, by the fori^e 
of the restksa and resistless ocean, into rocky needle shaped promontories, and 
rugged outlying Islands. 

On the left, stretching fir into the North West horiion, is araountaiti range, 
rising abruptly from the sea, rugced and hroken in its outline, and presenting 
to the beholder's eye, every feature of mountain scenery— the sharp solitary 
peak, the broken sierra, and the rounded dome shaped mass, reflecting in the 
western sunlight, from their various surlnc^'s and angles, the rays of light ia 
infinite variety of hue, from the du.rk indigo of the lower ranges to the rosy 
purple of the peaks. 

And this, the first view of VANCOUVER ISLAND, which presents itself, is 
one, to which a romantic interest is attached ; for who will not recall, with de- 
light, the early feelings and associations of his boyhood, when glancing at the 
chart, he sees, that under yonder rugged mountains lie Nootka and Clayoqaot. 
names well remembered, but over the reality of which, from the remotene.ss 
of the scene, a cerlaia mystery seemed to hung, graphically described though 
the places were, by Cook and Vancouver, The romance and the mystery have 
now however alike giren way to a hopeful reality, and the Emigrant sees before 
him in that mountain range, the rocky pillars and stony buttresses ol the land 
of his adoption— aland full of promise and of hope. 

Passing the ligbthonse at Cape Flattery, and entering the Strait of Junn do 
Fuca, nowhere more than ten to twelve miles in width, the royager sees on the 
right hand the snow capped range of 01ympia,its dark and frowning precipices 
descending gloomily to the shore On the left, reflecting a purple light, the 
metamorphic and troppean rocks of Vancouver, with a fringing belt of 
yellow sandstone — and, sweeping on for about sixty miles, be sees before him, 
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Bud approachei aiii>ther"QaidiTig Star" for the adventaroiis aeamBD, "Tbe 
Flaabing Light " od tbe Race Bocka ; touading whicb, a luagDificent Panorama 
Optus to hia vi«w'; a picture wbicb, viewed by tbe warm Bunlight of a fine 
Autamnal daj, can nowhere be sarpasted foi beant; of outline, oi richness 
and varieCj of colouring. 

On his immediate left, are the rounded ttappean hilla of Vancouver, 
covered nearlj to the BummitH by a thick vegetation, the purple tints of tbe 
bold outstauding rocks micgling in harmony of lone, with tbe diirk green of 
the Pine and of (be Oak, while below, in the Tallies, and lower grounds, the 
cool grejB of tbe rounded rock maBses, fringed by a thick carpet of purple brown 
fern, join with the Autumnal orange tints of the Maple, and the bright, yet 
tender green of the Aider and the Willow, to form a mass of colour, on which 
the eye dwells with delight. 

Before the observer, stretches an undulating park-like Country, backed 
by wooded bills of moderate height — the sea face formed of a succession of 
low, rounded, rocky promontories, with outlying reefs and Islands. From Fis- 
gard light, whicb, like a watchful sentinel, guards the entrance to tbe harbour 
of Esquimalt, past Victoria harbour. Beacon HHI, and, sweeping on by Cad- 
borough Bay, tbis same character of country obtains; Its sloping pastures, 
■tudded with oak and maple, giving, from their general appearance, the idea 
of a country long occupied by civilized man, and covered with flocks and herds 
To the North, outlying groups of Islands, some low and ondnlaling, others 
bold and picturesque, stud and spring from the glassy sea. 

And in the Bset, the borison is bounded by the American Continent, grandly 
outlined and defined by the noble proportions of Mount Baker, towering in its 
mantle of perpetuM snow, from the giant shoulder of which, stretches, in a 
South Easterly direction, tlie serrated snow clad range of the Cascades. 

Vancouver in his "Voyage," thus speaks of a portion of this locality, and 
bis special description, has a general application: "To describe the beauties 
of this region, will, on some future occasion, be a very grateful task to the 
pen of the skilful panegyrist. The serenity of the climate, the innumerable 
pleasing landscapes, and tbe abundant fertility, that unassisted nature puts 
forth, require only to be enriched by the Industry of man, with villagps, man- 
sions, cottages, and other boildinga, to render it tbe most lovely country that 
can be imagined, whil at the labour ol tbe inhabitants would be amply rewarded 
ia the bounties which nature seems ready to bestow on cultivation." 

ThoE Vancouver wrote, in May 1782, nearly 80 years ago, and the field is 
still unoccupied, still open, catling for tbe labour of man, to regulate its wild 
luxuriance, and develope its latent wealth. The first, tbe initiatory steps have 
been taken, however, for the occupation of thia fruitful, smiling land; and tbe 
industry of man will soon complete the lovely scene, which, with prophetic 
eye, its discoverer so clearly foresaw, and which he so eloquently foretold. 

Situated between the parallels of 48° 20" and SI" N. Lat. in from 123" to 
128° W. Long. Vanconvei, from its insular position, enjoys a climate ranch 
less rigorous, and more equable, than the corresponding area, on tbe continent 
off the shores of which it lies. 

Of an elongated oblong form, it is essentially a mountain ridge, attaining, 
at Mount Arrowsmith, an elevation of 5,900 feet, compoaed of mctamotphic and 
trappcao rocks, fringed by a belt of carboniferous sandstones and other sedi- 
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menMrj dipoalta. Cut up by aamerous arnii Bnd idIbU of tbe Ma, in no case 
does the water-(hed sufllive to give a aavigtible etream, tboagh nomcroDs fresh 
water Ukes are found, emliotoiued amoui-at the spare of tbe mountain ranges. 
In length, 30(l mllee, with an average breadth of 30 to 60, its ooHIne U boldly 
{^ctnresque, its shores are characterized b; abrupt cliffs, rocky proroontorieB, 
magaifiCHBt harbors, sheltered cores, and pebbly beachas. 

Its gurfiicfl is baaiitifully dii-erditied by mountain precipice, hill and dale, 
and undulating prairies, the tnraeness of which is brokej, by numeroas boBses 
of trappean rock, which raise their forms on either hand, and round which, th« 
gnarled oak, spreads its leafy arms, affording a grateful shade in the aummel 

In such localities, tbe general Feature of the landscape is rery similBT t« 
many parts of Devonshire, more eapeoially to that on the eastern •scarpment of 
Dartmoor, and the rpsemblance is rendered the more striking by tbe nnmerou* 
stone circles, whichlie scattered around. The trappean rocks, which, in Van- 
couver take the place ot the granite of Devon, as giving feature to tbe 
scene, furrowed, grooved, and scratched by ice action, point to a period fat 
back in time, when a submerged land lay under a Boreal ocean, and tlie»e 
stone circles point to a period in ethnological history, which has no longer a 
place ia the memory of man. 

Scattered in irregular groups of from three or four, to fifty ormore, these stone 
circles are found, crowning the rounded promontories over all the South 
EAiGTn end of the Island. Their dimensions vary in diameter from three lo 
eighteen feet ; of some, only a simple ring of stones marking the outline now 
remains. In other instances the circle is not only complete in outline, but is 
filled in, buiit up as it were, to a height of three to four feet, with masses of 
rock and loose stooes, collected from amongst ctie uumerons erratic bonlderg, 
which cover tbe surface of the country, and from the gravel of the boulder 
drift which fills up many ot (he hollows. These structures are of considerabl« 
antiquity, and whatever they may have been intended for, have been long 
disused, for, through the centre of many, the pine, the oak, and the arbutus 
iiave shot op and attained, considerable dimensions — a full growth. 
The Indiana when questioned, can give no further account of tbe mattor, 
than that, " it belonged to the old people," and iiu examination, by taking som« 
of the largest circles to pieces, and digging beneath, throws no light on tbe 
Enbject. The only explanation to be found, is in the bypotheais, that these 
were the dwellings of former tribes, who have either entirely disappeared, or 
whose descendants have changed their mode of living, and this anppoaitiou is 
strengthened by the fact, that a certain tribe on the Fraaer river, did, tilt very 
recently live, in circular beehive shaped housea, built of loose stones, having 
an aperture in the arched roof forentrance and exit, and that in some localities 
in upper Galilornia tbe same remaias are found, and tlie same origin assigned 

The climate of Vancoaver, in the succession of ' its seasons, and general 
thermal condttiona, approximates closely to that ot Great Britain, modified by 
special circumatancea connected with ita physical geography. 

Situated close to a continent tbe mountain ranges of which are clothed or 
capped with perpetual anow, surrounded by an ocean remarkable for iUl 
extremely tow temperature, certain local peculiarities present Ihemselret to 
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tlie obSGrvatioE] of the cUmatologist — nad tbese utt welt and gpecinliy rnnrkei] 
in the S. E, end of the Island, owing to its proximity to tha Ulympiao range 
of monntaina in Woahington Territorj. 

This range, running Eact and West, presents its Northern aspect to Vancoo- 
Ter Island, and since on this aspect the snow remains on the mountain peahe 
all the year round, the winds which blow from this direction are occaiionallj 
cold andchilling. 

The balmy breezes of the South, laden with moisture which would materi- 
ally modify the arid heat of the later summer, are intercepted by this range, 
their moisture condensed and heal abstracted, if they do blow home, tbcy cuma 
not like the genial South, breathing incense and bringing fertility, but more 
like an easterly wind in Europe, dry, chJU and cold. 

On a clear summer day, when the direct rays of the sun are scorcblnj;, and 
Ilbonr or exercise on the dry and heated surface of the earth is oierponcring, 
a gontle southerly breeze may be blowing, so gentle as not to make itself felt 
in the open, yet so cold as to make the heated traveller long for (la extra cov- 
ering if he seeks the shade, in like manner, to the hot day succeeds a cold 
night. The beat obtained from the calorific rays of the sun during the day, 
is quickly radiated from the surface of the earth, and down from the mount- 
ain peaks comes creeping the heavy cold air, to spread itself over the surface 
of sea and land. 

Setting in about the middle of November, the rains arc frcijuent nntH 
April, the wpather in general taking the following course : 

After the gales with raic, which generally mark the period of the equinox, 
fine clear weather sets in, and continues until about the middle of November ; at 
this period, rain begip.s to fj.ll continuously for days, and gales of wind are 
frequent on the coast. 

The Barometer ranges from 39.50 to 30.10, ani fulls rapidly on the ap- 
proach of a southerly gale. Rising gradually to 30,30 and 30.50, a northerly 
wind springs up, and three days of fine clear weather with hoar frost gener- 
ally follow. 

After the third day the Barometer slowly falls, and again the gale springs 
up, and the rains come down, to be succeeded after a few days by a 
rising glass and frosty weather, which, as the season advances, becomes lapie 
intense and is accompanied by hail and snow. The latter seldom lies for 
any length of time, the winter of 1859-'60 being, however, a remarkably severo 
exception. 

These exceptional seasons occur in alt climates, and here only prove the 
rule that an open, wet, winter, characterizes Vancouver Island. 

During this period tha appearance of the landscape is gloomy, the sombre 
dsrk green foliage of the pine throws a heavy shadow on the bare rocks, the 
warm brown carpet of fern has in a great measure disappeared, the bramhlo 
has died down, the thickets of rose, ol raspberry, and of sweet briar. are but 
naked skeletonsj and nothing is left to gladden the eye hut the graceful clusters 
of Ihe was-like snowberry, contrasting with the beautiful green of the young 
and springing pines, 

In the month of March winter begins to disappear, and, bursting from 
the teeming earth with the iirst warmth of spring and early summer, 
bulbous plants raise their boautcons heads arrayed in the Iovct 
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Host colours, to \relcaino (lie camiag aenson. The delicate lilac petals of 
the Kamnss, the beautiful blae Collinsia with ita starry eye, bringing to remem- 
brnaco the " Forget me Not" of the old home, the graceful Tcilinm in its ■ 
glnss}' setting of dark green leaf, nod, amongst Ibe broken rocks and gnarled 
roots of trees, springing lightly on its delicate stem, the graceful drooping Ery- 
thronium or dog tooth violet. Tlie wild Rihes with i:;s Scarlet blosaom girea 
carlj evidence of life, and nmongst the dead leaves of a bygone year, smilea 
a bright encoiiragoment and welcome to the opening buds. The spring grass 
and young ahoota of the fern give a covering of lender green to the eartil, 
over which, during the dark months of winter, the loleinu pine has been 
brood ing.^the Oak unfolds its leaf, the Siiiple gently opens unto day, the 
Willow, Alder, and Aspen, fill lbs hollOFis with their yellow green light, the 
Gooseberry and the Curriint, the Raspberry and the Rose, in their native 
thickets burst into leaf and into blossom. 

Numberless minute but lovely flowers spring through thegra«sy carpet, or, 
in groups of rich and gorgeous colouring, irregularly scattered by nature's 
linnd, clothe the but now dead and naked rock with a bright mantle. The 
enrface of the earth is teeming with life, the air ia redolent of the odoars 
of a thousand blossoms, and the face of the whole country sweeping oo in 
gracefal undulations is, literally, a Garden of Roses. 

In the months of June and July, vegetation attains its most Tlgorous 
growth, and its progress is most remarkable. In August and September the 
want of rain begins to be felt, the summer heats parching the ground and 
eeorching the pastures. After the break of the season, the fine weather of the 
later Autumn (tlie Indian summer) sets in, and the mellow tints on leaf and 
epray give the chief charm of the year to the lovely landscape, wbile they 
proelniin that its beauty is for a time about to pass away. 

The prevailing winds during the anmmer months, are from S. W. to N. W. 
blowing Ireshiy du-ing the day, the nights tranquil and clear. 

Northerly winds occasionally prevail, and, for such a latitudeas Vancouver, 
are quite eiceptional in their character— being hut and dry. Blowing gently 
from the north, they sweep over the land heated by the rays of the summer 
8un,and gathering fragrance in the Pine woods as they pass, they Gil the air with 
« transparent haie, and give an almost tropical appearance to the landscape. 

Such is a brief ou'line of the nature and succession of the seosont In 
VKDCOuver Island, and a glance at the Meteorological Register appended, if 
compared with that of Great Britaio, will show s close isothermal rela- 

The chief and most striking difTerencea appear to be, that in Yancouver, 
the spring is somewhat later and colder, the summer drier, tha sun more 
scorching, (hough the average mean temperature is the same. 

The autumn of the American elimate is finer than that of the European, 
and the fine weather, (the Indian summer) extends further Into the year. The 
winter months, in ordinary seaaona, are much the same as la the West of 
England, in the severer and eiceptional, like the Uidland counties, and Bast 
coast of Scotland. 

Such also are a few of the objects of beauty and interest which present 
themselves to the observer and admirer of the varied charms of nature, on his 
first approach to, and landing on, the [stand of Vancouver — an island desi 
tiaed to play a great part in the future political history of the world. -^^^I*^' 



The earlj hiBlor; of this important region caB be nonbcra b«ller stadied 
than in the YOjugtB of Cook and Vnnconver. 

Bronght into special notice just eightr jeari ago, Vancourer laland was 
the canae of a dispute, a political ruptarc, and very nearlj of a var, between 
Great Britain and Spain. In ITSB, cert-tin indiriduala, aabjecta of Great 
Britain, agents of a mercantile house in Canton, piircbnaed from the natives 
the land abont Friendly Cove, in Nootka Sonnd, the latter at the aame lime, 
according to their cnatoma, conferring lOTereignty on Ur. Mearea, the pat- 
ebaier, bj doing homage to him. DTrelling houses, wiireliotises, Jtc, were 
erected, and on the English leaving for a sa"ion, these nere left in cliar)ce "f 
the Chief, Ifaquinna, Hr. Mearee intending to relnm in the fallowing year. 

In tbe mean time a Spanish officer arrived with two ships nt war, and took 
formal possession of the place, claiming sovereignty over the whole. The 
dispute was referred to the respective GovernmenlB of Grent Britain and of 
Spain, and on the latter attempting to justify the measure, a fieet wax promptly 
fitted out by tbe former, and a. declaration of war was imminent. 

This prompt measure brought Spain to terms, and Nootka was eventually 
given np, Captain Qeorge Tancouver of the Royal Navy, being aent out on the 
part of England to receive the traoBfer, and at tbe same time survey the 
coast and prosecute a voyage of maritime discovery. 

From this period onwards, the coanttywai visited only by Fur Traders, and 
it wai not until 1843 that any settlement was formed on the Island. In that 
year the Hon. Hudson's Bay Company started a Trading- Fort in tbe Harbor, and 
on the land which now forma the site of the City of Victorin. 

In 1849 a Colony was formed, and enconragement given to agricoltural 
mmigmnta, under tbe auspices of the Pugct Sound Agricultural Association. 

In I8SS, tbe existence of gold in the banks and on the bars of Fraser River 
was made public, and a great rush took place to the new "Dorado,-" gol<] 
miners, capitalists, and land speculators, flocking to the scene of speculation, 
enterprise and adventure. 

Since that time the progress of tbe Colony has beea rapid, (he City of Vic- 
toria springing into eilatence as if at tho touch of a magician's wand. At the 
present iroment the prospects of the Colony look brighter than ever, a great 
adranoe, a grand development is " looming in tbe future," both for Taneouver 
and the sister Colony of British Columbia an advance and development — which 
must tend to the natural and inevitable reanlt of combining them politkally, 
aa they are physically, together, and giving them a community of interMts, in 
their mataal relations. 
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PA-ET II. 

PBTSICAI. aEOGRAPHY, OEOLOOY, HTDROOBAPHY, AND MITBOKOLOOT- 



The great chain of the Rock; Mountains ranning from N. W. to S. E. rorm 
the azit of elevation of the WcBtern const of ^Jorth America ; and the Phjsical 
Ueagraphy of British Columbia and of Vaucouver Island is due, primnnlj to 
this mountain range, and secondarily to the eruptive aleTatoty forces of that 
(treat line of volcanic action, of which Mount Baker, Mount Ranier, and Mount 
Helen, are Ibe vents. 

The range of (he Rocky Mountaios is composed, |[enerall7, of igneous 
faypagenic rocks, having, resting on and flanking them, Silurian deposits, asso- 
ciated with gold bearing rocks.. 

It has been recently ascertained, ho'vever, by Mr. Banerraan, of the No^th 
American Boundary Comoiiaaioo, that in the vicinity of the 49th Parallel, this 
range ii mainly composed of contorted, false bedded, stratiGed rocks, very full 
of ripple mark, with some interstratified basaltic traps. These beds rest on a 
gnelsao-graaitic mass which is exposed at Fend-Orielle Lake, about balfwfly 
between the Colambia and Kootaine Rivers. 

This granite is the Central Ueologifal Ails of the country, and it divides 
the unaltered rocks of the Eastero Slope, from those of the Western side, 
which are principally black slates and limestoaes, contemporaneous with the 
lower beds of the Rocky Mountains, but they are very much altered and dis- 
turbed both by granitic and greenstone rocks. It is remarkable that only one 
greenstone dyke is eiposed to the eastward of Pend-Orielle Lake, {in the 
valley of the Kootaine River), while the amount of metamorpbisio in the rocks 
increases as we pass westward from the Columbia to the Pacific, or valley of 
the Frager River. 

This great range, then, runs in « N.W. and S. B. direction, at an average 
distance of from 3S0 to 400 miles Irom the coast. 

Parallel to this, running in the Same general direction, is the Coast Eaoge, 
which sends down westerly, namerons rugged monntain spnrs to meet the sea, 
and to form deep iuleta. 

This range, composed of piutonic, metamorphic and trappean rocks, per- 
meated throughout by a system of metalliferous qaartzose veins, and trappean 
dykes, sends off a branch known as the Lilloet spnr, to terminate at the Fraser 
River, west of Hope. Between the range and the spar, is enclosed a chain of 
lakes, which, with their portages, are of great importance as a means of transit 
to the upper conntry. A succession of elevated plateaux of the tertiary age, 
stretch westerly from the base of the Rocky Moantains and their flanking ; 
ridges, to this Lilloet Spur of the Coast Range, and, cutting its way through 
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tbe friable materisils of this deposit, bursting (lirougb tiic mauntnin pnsscs at 
Ynle and Hope, the Fmser Rivot with its BOldon waters, Hows onwards to 
the son, bringing down in ita spring and summer torrents, tliose ligliter pnrti- 
tlus of gold which, accu mutated on its banks flnd bare, have been the means of 
directing atteotioD to, and developing that amaziog wealtli of the rugged upper 
country, whence tbe noble stream derives its springs of life. 

Sweeping on past Yule ond Hope, the River leaves its rocky bameis behind, 
ond rolling od in graceinl, sireeps, passes the rising city uf New Westminster, 
to empty its flood Into the Gulf of Georgia. During the latter part of its 
course, it flaws, a trani;|utl, steady stream, tbronfcb tertiary and alluvial deposits, 
carrying with it sedimentary matter to be deposited as banks and shoals, tbe 
nuclei of future "green fields and pastures new." 

TheColony of British Columbia, which thus extends its western borders 
to tbe sea, has a noble barrier for ilie protection of its shores. An outlying 
ridge, another parallel chain of mountains, cut off honerer by the sea from 
tUo Gontinect, with which, in its physical geography il is connected, forms an 
archipelago of islands, tbe chief of whicb ia (be sister Colony of Vancouver. 

The whole northern and western sea face of British Columbia as far south 
as Howe Sound, is a rugged mass of plutonic, trappean and qnartiose rocks, 
with associated semi-crystalline linieslones. Cat up bynumerons inlets and 
arms of tbe sea, it needs no protection against Ihe winds and waves, but sends 
out its adamantine promontories to meet them. 

Far different however is the coast line from Howe Sound or Burrard's Inlet 
soutbwards. Stretching in a semicircle the eonveiily of whicb touches th« 
fjot range of mountain abaie Langley oq tbe F.'aser, and reaching sonth past 
BellingUam Bay into United States territory, is a deposit of loose friable sand- 
stones and alluvium, the same through which tbe Fraser River cuts its vay . 
These sandstones at Burrard'a Inlet and at Bellinghnm Bay contain seams of 
lignite, the associated friable eaudstnnes where hardened nnd partially meta- 
morphosed, shewing impress ions of a dicotyledonous plant allied lo tbe maple. 
All geological evidence tends to prove, that Ibe last upheaval oftlrjs con- 
lineutand oallying islands was slow and gradnal, occurring in the post 
pleistocene or most recent tertiary epoch. And the eiistence of this belt of 
sandstone and alluvium, which is of such vast imoortanee to British Columbia, 
ia due in the first place to luch upheaval and dnmsition of alluvial matter, in 
the second place to the protection of tho outlyiag insular barriers, Vancourer, 
nnd its dependencies. 

The great importance (physically speaking), to British Columbia of this 
harrier group of islands, will be at once apparent to any one uho lakes into 
consideration the powerful effects of the riotent storms which rnge on this 
coast in tbe later autumnal and early spring months, together with the sweep- 
ing currents, which, rushing irregularly in nil directions, carry everything but 
the hardest rocks befoie theai. AVilboul Bucb protection a* is thus afforded, 
the loose friable materials of the district iadicnted, mast have been long since 
swept away, and what will eventually be a rich agricultural country lost to 
the industry of man. 

Tbe special physical geography of Vancoaver in so far ds regards its form 
and feature has been fclteady briefly gista — it now remains to «ay a few moids 
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The geologiciil strncture ot a conotry like Vnocoover, owing to practical 
dtfliculties, can only be arrived atbj ieducUons from partial observBitioaa, 
such aa are afforded by sections on the coast, by ravines, water courses and 
inonQlain summits. Covered by a thick vegatalion it is impossible in the 
Bumtner months to penetrate the valleys to any good purpose, and in the 
winter months the task is too ardnons, if not impracticable. £noagb however 
is apparent aDd known to sltew the general geological character of the Island. 
An »iia of metamorphio gneissose rock isfonndin the southwestern extromity 
of the Island, having resting thereon, clay slates and silnrian deposits, or at a?) 
events rocks of the Palceozotc age. A black bituminous looking slate is 
brought from that locality, as also front Queen Charlotte's Island, but no 
observer has yet seen it in situ and no true or definite account of it can ba 
obtained. A great deposit of clay slate has esisted along the whole sonlh 
and west, but, shattered and broken up by inlraded trappean rocks, it has been 
almost entirely removed by the subsequent glacial action which grooved and 
furrowed the dense crystalline felspathio traps. Masses of lenticular or con- 
cretionary limestone ore interspprsed throughout this formation, and atford 
good lime for economic purposes. Along with tbe traps, other rocks of 
igneous origin have been erupted, and at the Race Roclts a remarkably beauti- 
ful dark green hornblendic rock is found massive, stndded with large and per- 
fectly formed crystals of quartz. 

The sedimentary rocks are — carboniferous sandstones and grit, limestones 
and shales, of both the cretaceous and tertiary ages. These, in patches, fringe 
the whole coast from tbe extreme north, round by the Straits of Fuca t» 
Nootka Sound, aud enter largely into the formation of Ibo numerous outlying- 
islands in the Oull of Georgia. 

As shewn by the associated fossils, the coal field of Nanaimo is of creta- 
ceous age, the whole deposit has undergone many changes of level, numerous 
extensive faults existing. 

The sandstones with lignitic beds at Burrard's Inlet and at Bellinglian 
Bay on the mainland, are, on the contrary, almost horizontal, in general lcios» 
and friable in their structure, in some cases slightly metamorphosed by the 
intrusion and contact of heated rock, and ccntaining, as fossil testimony of 
age, impressions of the leaves of a maple like tree. 

Upheaval, subsidence, and denudation had all done their work on Che 
dense crystalline rocks of tbe axis of the Island, and on the cretaceous beds 
of Nanaimo, long before the tertiary sandstones, and lignites were elevated by 
tbe alow upheaval of the post glaoinl period. 

Aasociated with this coal field and scattered over the neighbouring islands 
ate numerous nodules of "Septaria," a calcareous clay charged wilb ii-on, 
of great value as a hydraulic cement. 

Copper pyrites and peroxide of iron are Found in various toc.ilities giving 
promise of mineral. In Queen Charlotte's Island, to the north, n very good 
Peacock copper ore has been obtained in considerable quanti ties, and at Barchiy 
Sound on thoS. W. coast, in the nietamorphospd rocks of tlinl locnlity, another 
pyritic ore of copper has been found, a-j also al Cowitchan on the east coast. 
Tracea of gold are to be found in the clay slates and permeating quartz veins, 
disseminated in Gne particles throughout the mass, and also as aui'ifcrou» 
iron pyrites. 
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la the De[ghbonrhoad of tbe caul meaaurda are salt gpringB, (torn which a 
Bupplj of salt maf be readily obtained. Thest occar at Admiral or Salt 
Spring Island, and at Haoaimo. 

The general Uthotogical character of the whole lalaad ia aa follows ; — 
AmoDget the mutamorphic and erapted rocks are— gneiss, (gaeisso granitic) 
killas, or cla; slate, permeated by quartz veina, quartz and hornblende rocks, 
compact biluniiuoua slatea, serpentine, highly cryatalline felapathic trape, 
(bedded nud jointed, )semi-cryEtalliQe concretionary limestone. Amoogatthr 
sedimentftrj-, ars sandatonea, and stratified limestones crjstalliied by intruded 
igneous rocks, carboniferous sandstones, fine and coarse grits, conglomerates, 
and fossiliferoos limestones, shales, Ise,, kc, associated with the seams of 

Tbe most remarkable feature in the Geology of the South Bastero end of 
the Island, is the scooping, grooving, and scratching of the rocks, by ice 
action. The dense felspathic trap already spoken of, is ploughed into furrows 
aix to eight inches deep, and from si: to eighteen inches nide. The sharp 
peaks of tbe erapted, intruded cocks, have been broken off, and the surface 
smoothed and polished, aa well as grooved and furrowed, by the ice action od 
a siskin)^ land, giving to the numerous promontoriea, and outlying Islands, 
which here stud the ooaal, the appearance of rounded bosses, between which, 
the soil is found to he composed of aedimcntary alluvial ijeposit, containin); 
the debris of tertiary and recent abelly beaches, which have, after n period of 
depression, been again elevated to form dry land, and to give the present aspect 
to -.he physical geography of Vancouver lalaad. 

As might be looked for in a country so marked by Glacial phenomena, tbe 
whole surface of the land ts strewn with erratic boulders, (ireat masses of 
many tons weight, are to be found, of various igneous and crystalline, as well as 
of sedimentary rocks, sufficiently hard to bear transportation and attrition. 

(iianites and granitoid rocks of various descriptions are to be met with, 
tritppean rocks of every kind from wbinstone through tbe whole series, Mica 
schist with garnets, breccias and conglomerates. 

From these granitic boulders, and from the sandstones of the outlying Is- 
lands, valuable building material is obtained. Some of the grey granite 
eqalling in beauty, and closaaess of crystalline texture, the best granites of 
Aberdeen or Dartmoor. 

A glance at the chart wilt show, that, while the last upheaval of the land, 
which took place at a geologically recent period, failed to connect Vancouver 
Island with the North American Continent, it, at at! events was sufficient, to 
effect, to a great extent, the junction of numerous insular ridges, and thus to 
form a connected whole, of what tcai, and might have continued only to be, an 
archipelago of scattered islets. The upheaving force elevated and connected 
those, and brought to tbe surface, the great clay, gravel and sand deposits of 
the Northern dnft,which had swept over and been deposited on, the submerged 
land. Theae aanda, gravels, and clays, were now to form tbe surface soil of 
land, prepared for tbe habitation of man. 

These constituents of the drift remain, in many parts, thinly covered by ft 
coating of vegetable mould; but much has been washed away. The clay 
remains most generally and widely spread out, as a retentive subsoil, haylny, 
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resting upoa it, ft thick eoAting 6f vegetable mould. Thii moat riLlitable soil 
is found sneeping doirn the sides of gcntie slopes, filling up liollows and 
Birampj' bottoms, Hud, mixed with the rich alluvial deposits of sucb diitiicta M 
Saanicb, Cowitchan, Delta of Nanuimo, and Comax, fonns an almost inei- 
bauatable soarce of agricultural wealth. 

Tbe eaud^ toaoia formed on the surface, from the breaking up of tbe 
underlying aedimeatary rocka, aa at Nanaiiao and Salt Spring Island, are Terjr 
mucbricher than thaae of the great gravel deposit alluded to. In Cowilchan 
valley, calcareoos soils andrich loams occur, formed by the disenteKration aod 
decompoaitioD oftbe neighbouring limeatone rocks. In some localities, the clay, 
cold and retentive, forms the only soil, and will rnquire skilful treatment to 

Thb Soils of Vancouver Island may be thus distinguished and described. 

Ist — A poor gravelly soil, with a thin coating of vegetable mould, bearing 
large timber of superior qualify, coarse grass, and little under-wood- 

2nd — A Calcareous sandy luam of good quality, producing excellent cropa 
of vegetables, and very suitable for clover and other lime plants. 

3d — The rich dark brownish black soil, humus, resulting from tbe decay of 
vegetable matter, mixed in some localities with alluviom, of viirinhle depth 
and resting on tbe clay subsoil, which itself overlies trap and concretionary 
limestone. 

The poverty of the soil, first described, is due to its inability to retain 
moisture. Tbe irinter rains and tbe more genial showers of spring, alike 
percolate the mass, and drain off Into lagoons, leaving the hot san of dry 
•ummers to deaicate the surface. 

The second soil or sandy loam ia always ready lor cultivation, and the third 
and by far the rich est, only wants subsoil drainage to carry the heaviest 
possible cropa of wheat and other cereals. 

From its insular character, and peculiar physical formation, Vancouver, 
poaaeasea abundant means of water carriage— inlets and arms of the aea, run 
up to its most fertile valleys, and supply the place of navigable streams. 

There are no rivers in the stricter sense ot the word, such streams as flow 
through the country, being simply, tho short water courses which discharge 
the overflow of lakes, or the surface waters of the neighbouring ridges, 
torrents in winter, nearly dry in aummer, valuable only aa a power for drivinjf 
grist and saw milts, and possibly at a future day to be rendered naeful as It 
means of irrigation, a process by which many parts of the country would be 
much benefited. 

As might be expected in a country having a clay sub-soil, and covered with 
material through which water readily percolates, springs are numerous and 
the water excellent. 

There are localities, however, where, clay forming the surface soil, the water 
lodges or runs off, and mast be lonked for at some little distance, where the 
clay ia overlaid by a porous material. In these places It is readily found ; in 
other caaes the clay mnat be gone through before the water wells up. 

Many spring* are dialled with sulphuretted hydrogen, and much resemble 
tbe Bath waters, being, however, far t^om unpleasant to the taste. 

Stretchinf; into the heart of the country, lying along the bases of the par- 
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allel ridgag of trappcnn rock, are niinieroiia lakes, in aoma cases forming a 
contindons cbain, others, solitarj', lie ambosomed among the mountaina, and 
form a benutiful feature in Iha lacdacape, placid, clear and calm, tbey lie, 
amongst the rocky, pine-clad hills, fringed by tbe willow, the alder, and Ihs 
trembling aspen, the lender grean of the foliage brightly yet sollly reflected in 
the sunshine from the watery mirror, while stretching acrois as if to grasp the 
ligbt, the dark purple outline of the shadow of tbe frowning peak, envelopes 
the farther side in gloom. 

Washed by a truly boreal ocean, Viincouver Island and the neighbouring 
shores, present n peculiar, specifil, and most interesting study to the hydro- ' 
grapher. Nowhere are the peculiarities and irregularities of tidal currents 
eo marked, nowhere are their problems ao difficult of .solution. Tbe tempora- 
ture of the sea water all the year round is remarkably low. In tbe summer 
months, when, on the water, tlie temperature in the shade ranges from 60 lo 
GS, the water itself is from 52 to 5G deg. Fab., and it has a peculiar thick 
muddy appearance. 

This low teiBparature which has a special effect in modifying the climate 
aod keeping ijown the summer heat, and thU muddy look of the water may be 
dae M two causes or to both combiued. The melting of snow will lower tbe 
temperature of water, and we know that a very considerable quantity of snow 
water, reaches the sea in the neighbourhood of Vancouver laUnd. AgaiOr 
tliere are probably strong under currents setting southwards from the Arctic 
sea. These currents of cold water, are necessarily, from their specific gravity, 
Bt a considerable depth, and beyond tbe scope of ordinary observation. 
Sweeping Eouthw.irds, when they approach the shores of a continent or island, 
they first course along the sea bottom, and stirring up tbe mud and sand, rise 
at length to the surface, laden with the finer particles of these substances- 
Around the shores of Vancouver Island, tbe sea bottom varies in different 
localities; where the felapatbic leap and clay slnto forms tbe bounding rock of 
tlie coast or harbour, a tenacious blue clay is found, where sandstone or other 
sedimentary rock exists, the sea bottom partakea of that same special 
character. 

The survey of this important Island, begun by the distinguished navigator, 
from whom it takes its name, continued from time to time by ditferent marine 
surveyors of the Royal Navy, was never specially undertaken until tbe year- 
18S6| when H. -U. S. Plumper was commissioned by the Lorda of the Admi- 
ralty for that purpose, and the command given to an officer of great talent, 
energy and eiperieuce. 

Thia survey was begun in the fait of tbe year 1S5T, and has been continued 
up to the present time. Charts of nearly the whole coast complete in every 
detail, and a book of '' S:iiiing Direutlona,'' clear, concise and comprebcnsivc, 
have been published by Captain George Henry Siohatds, R. N., the ofBcer 
commanding and conducting the survey. 

To these beautiful charts, and lo this admirable work, the navigator and 
the physical geographer arc referred for full information on such paints of 
hydrogrnphic interest as can be, in this Essay, only briefly alluded to. 

In reference to tbe tidal anomalies of some parts of the coast, Captai 
Richards sava, "In the outer part of Juan de Fuca Strait, there is no very 
j^rcat sli'eni:'b of tide, it varies from one to four knots, seldom so much as ■ 
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the Utter, but nben approaching the more contracted part in tbe aeigbbonr- 
bood of tbe Race Islands which receives tbe first rush of the pent up irateri 
of the Gulf of Georgia, Btrenetbeoed and divided bv the labyrinth of islands 
n-hich choke up its soutbern entrance, it is not surprising tbat eddies, races 
and irregularities occur, which almost baffle any attempt at framing laws 
which may not rather embarrass than assist the seaman," 

"The flood tide sets to the northward along the outer coast of tbe Con- 
tinent and Vancouver lelanii." 

" On the western side of the Island, the tides were found to be regular 
flood and ebb of sii hours' duration." 

"The great and perplexing tidal irregularities may therefore be said to be 
embraced betwteu the Strait of Fuca near the Race Islands and Cape Mudge, 
B distaoce of l&O miles, and a oareful investigation of the observations made 
at Esquiniait, and among tbe islands of the Uaro Archipelago, shows that 
dnring the summer months, May, June and July, there occurs but one high 
end one low water during the 24 hours. High water at (be full and change 
of the moon happening about midnigbt and varying but slightly from that 
hour during any day of the three months. The Springs range from eight to ten 
feet, the neaps from fonr to Bve. The tides are almost stationary for two hours 
on either side of high or low water unless afTecled by strong winds outside.'' 

"During Anirnsi, September and October, there are two high and law 
waters in the twenl)--four hours." 

thus, in November, December and January .the twelve hnur tides again occur ; 
but the time of high water is at or about noon, instead of midnight." 

"In February, March and April, there are two tides, the superior higU 
water occurring from Ih. to 3h. p. u. ; thus it may be said that in the sum- 
mer months the water is low during the day, and in winter low durin([ 
the night." 

To meet these, and other no ordinary dangers, to afford protection to the 
seaman navigating these shores, Lighthouses have been established and arc 
thus described in detail by Captain Richards : 

"ThoSlrait of Juan do Fucais (airly lighted. On the small island of 
Tatoosh, close off Cape Flattery, is a fixed white light of the first order one 
hundred and sixty-two feet above the mean level of the sea, and visible in 
clear weather from eighteen to twenty miles. AtKew Dungeacss and Admir- 
alty Head on the southern shori;, and on Smith or Blunt Island at the eastern 
end of the Strait, are also eicellent lights, while on the northern side is the 
flashing light on the Race Islands and the harbour light at the entrance of the 
port of Esquimau. Thus, after making the light of Cape Flattery there will 
only be an interval of about sixteen miles from losing sight of it until sighting 
thot of Race Islands, and from the latter, New Dungeness and Esquimalt are 
both visible." 

Many fine harbours are found along the coast of Vancouver Island, and 
from its extreme south western end where port San Juan affords effectual 
shelter to ships from all but S. W. winds, it will be both useful and interest- 
ing, biiefly to describe tbe coast lines, harbours, and agricultural district) 
appertaining thereto : 
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Hiom port Sun Juan «aatiTBrda the const u bold and rocky, i 
«reeki and inleU boveTer, give protection to small cran, acd Sooke Intet is 
well adapted for coasting reeielB sEd small Gleamers. 

Biqnimnit harbour, distaat eight and a half miteg Troni the Race Rocks on 
whith is placnd the flushing lipht before dpsaribed, is distinguished bj the 
white tower of the Fisgard Lif[ht, which marks the western point of the 
entrance. This ia a safe and excellent Bachoriige for ships of any size, and 
with the aid of the " light," may be entered at any time with great facility ; 
the holdinjjground is good — atenacionsblue clay. The eiteni of ibis fine har- 
bour is about three miles by two, with an average depth of six to eight fathoms, 
and round the whole of Iho irra,'ular circle described, numerous ro'kypio- 
moatories with outlying islands and e^iitly sloping sandy bays, form the chief 
feature of the scene. Great natural advantHgcs and facilities exist lor the 
extension of townships and formation of docks, and there in no doubt but that 
this foroured spot will become the establislivd headqi:inrlera of the Koyal 
Naval Force in the PaciHc. Ait Hospital nud Storehouses for the service aSoHt 
and a Barracks for the oflicers and men of the North American Boundary Com- 
tnisaion, already give an official service like character to the Port. 

" Victoria Harbour is a lUtle mote thnn two miles 'eaitviacd of Esqntmalt. 
with its entrance between Ogden and McLauchlia points. The entrance is 
shoal, narrow, and intricate, and witii S. W. or S, E. gales a heavy rolling 
swell Bets on the coast, which renders the anchorage outside unsafe, while 
vesseU of burthen cannot run in for shelter, unless at, or near high water. 
Vessels drawing fourteen or fifteen feet water may, under ordinary circumstan- 
ces enter at such times of tide, and ships drawing seventeen feet, have entered, 
though only at the top of spring tides." 

''The channel is buoyed, and ecery means has been taken to make tbe 
entrance as safe as possible, and doubtless tbe Harbour is snaceptible of 
improvement by artificial means." 

A dredging machine is about to be used in the Harbour, by means of which 
it is expected that nn average depth of Over twenty feet will be obtained. 

" Originally selected by the Honourable Hudson's Bay Compaiy, as the depot 
of their establishments, in consequence of the quantity of good clear land in 
the immediate neighbourhood, and the Harbour being sufQciently spacious foi 
tbe few small vessels in their employ, was as a site in these respects admirably 
chosen, but it has been a fatal mistake, at a later date, not to hare adopted 
Esquimau as the commercial port." 

The inlet of the sea wbicb forms the Harbour of Tictoiia, runa northerly for 
some miles, with au average breadth of a few hundreds yarda, and at one point 
is separated by but a very narrow neck of land from Esquimalt Harbour. 
Through this it has been proposed to cut a canal and so connect the two Har- 
bours a plan which, if completely carried out by the removal of the only 
impediment to navigation by barges, tke narrow gut of the " gorge," would 
be of very great advantage to the commerciai interests of Victoria. Second 
only to the establishment of a tram-road or railway batvreenthe two ports. ' 

Proceeding northward along the coast, numerous flat, rocky Islands and 
islets are passed, between which, at certain times, tbe pent up waters of tlie 
" Georgian gulf" rush with tbe noise and turbulence of a mountain torrent: 
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Gentl;r nnduUting land, pnrk like in ita Bceoerj, irilli curving bajs, inBTka llie 
coast line to the opening kaon-n a» y&aiiicli Inlet, thus grupliicall; described 
bj Captaia Kicb&rds : 

"Tbis inlet forms a Peninsula at the South East portion of VaacauTer 
Island, of about 20 oiiUs in a N. N. W. and S. S. E. direction, and varyiDg in 
breadtb from eight milea at its loulbetn part, to three at its nortbern. On the 
southern coast of this Peninsula are the harbours of Ksquimalt and Victoria, 
ia the neighbourhood of which, for some Eve miles the country is pretty thickly 
wooded, its prevai.ing feature—lake and mountain, tiith bonevcr some con> 
Biderable tracts of clear and feniie land. The northern portion for about ten 
miles, contains some ot the best aj^ricuUural land in Vancouver Island. The 
coast line is fringed with pine forests, but in the centre it is clear prairie, or oak 
land, much of it under cultivation. Seams of coal have also been found." 

" Further north Cowitchan Harbour possesses one convenient anchorage 
and but for the large tract of good land contained in the vatlej of Cowitchan 
the port would scarcelj deserve notice, and certainly the term Bay, ia more 
applicable to it than thai of Harbour." 

This most important distric'. of Cowitchan, with those of Comisken.Qunm- 
ichen, Somemos and Shaivnigan, require a special and detailed notice, the 
imporlancn to the colony in an agricultural point of view being very great 
besides affording an excellent example, camprisiog as they do, the geaernl 
cbaracterisCics of the fertile valleys, and prairiea which fringe the Eastern 

The Cowitchan ralley may be considered to be, about fifteen miles wide 
npon the sea coast, narrowing rapidly in a westerly direction to the width of 
about six miles. Bounded by high ranges of mountain composed ot Calcareous 
Sandstones, these ranges form almost Impassable barriers lo the valley, north 
and south. To the disintegration and deoorapositioa of these rocks, all highly 
chai^rt with the carbonate of lime, is due, tha distinctive character of the 
soils, throughout the Cowitchen Valley. In their nature they are essenlinlly 
calcareous, for while the other principles occur in different degrees, in this 
locality Carbonate of time almost invariably predominates, and of this soil, 
tUere is usually b good depth of from two to three feet, rer^ting on a sulScientl^ 
r«tenliv« subsoil of blue clay or gravel. 

Tbe Earths, chieSy light, very porous, and composed of due proportions of 
clay, sand, carbonate of lime and bumas aro well constituted far absorbing 
and retaining moisture, and the general colour from brown to black, with the 
entire absence of chalky or white earths, would likewise indicate a favourable 
Eoil for receiving and retaining beat. Samples taken (Vom the Somenos Plains 
wore found by ejperiment to absorb water sufficient to increase the volnme of 
soil, from one-fifth to one-eighth of its whole bulk. Much of the soil along the 
rirer bottom is a clay loam of a brown colour, and is an excellent eoii for wheal, 
beans, turnips and red clover. The alluvial deposit of the valley is, however 
filt fi'om being all of a clayey nature, in many parts, chiefly on the southern 
Bide, the mould rests upon a gravelly and even a sandy deposit. This is like- 
vriie a rich soil, as may be seen from the abundant crops of potatoes, one of 
the most exbausting of plants, raised by tbe natives on the same patches of 
land for a series of years. 
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The E0il9 on thf prairie luaAs ara either gravelly, or aaaij aad gravellj 
tofims, eligible for hnrley, oata, rye, buckirheat, benns, peaa, tlje root and leaf, 
crops, jiotaloes inrnipa, Catrota, and tbe aaual garden vegetables. Wheat may 
be sacceasfull; raiaed upon most of the aoila, and, vitb propei tillage, apon all. 
The hnmidity of tlie atoiuapLere aC certain aeaaons may prove a. barrier to the 
cultivation of lodion Corn, but there is every probability, that this grain will 
one day form a staple, as it will assuredly be a profitable cSmmodily bolb of 
CO Q sumption and export. 

Underajudicjona system of farmi ng there can be no doubt, hut that as good 
returns can be ohtftloed from theae lands as from any part of the Continent of 
America— the climate being especially adapted to the parsnits of agriculture 
— free Iram either the eicEsstve heat anil drought of the CalifornLan summer, 
or aeverity of Continental American winters. 

The loamy soils, ereryivhere possessing a depth nf two to three feet, and 
containing a large proportion of the calcareous principle, arc especially eligible 
for fruit culture. 

The river lands wonid be easily fitted to bear varieties ol the plum and the 
pear, and the oak plnins around the Somenos and Quamicban L»kes, with an 
nrenaceons clay subsoil so dry, that it could be worked immedinlely after a 
rain of several hours, are osceedingly we'.l adiipted for garden or orcliard piir- 
tiosoi. Apples, pears, plums, cherries, and, indeed, all our hardy garden fruits 
isight be grown to perfection. 

It is believed that the filbert and hardy grape viae could be easily and suc- 
cessfully cultivated, and among clae native fruits, the blackberry, mulberry, 
raspberry^ strawberry, gooseberry, currant, and !ii(fh bush cranberry would 
retiuire but little pai, is aod culture to produce luiuriantly. The strawberry 
grows wild oa the prairie lands, nearly of the flame size as the garden 
truit. 

The species and viU'ioUcB of plants growing in this rich and fertile district 
are exceedingly namerous ; growing on the meadow lands are the follow- 
ing:— 

White pea, {five to six seeded,) wild bean, ground nut, a species of white 
clover, reed meadow grass, bent spear grass, wild oat, wild timothy, sweet 
grass, cowslip, crowsfoot, winter cress, partridge berry, wild suuBower, 
marigold, wild lettuce, nettles, wild angelica, wild lily, brown leaved rush. 

Tbo fern attains the enormous height of from aix to eight feet, and tEie 
grasses have all a most vigorous growth. 

The chief economical woods are the oak and pine, and the following list 
comprises a general summary of tho trees and shrubs met with. 

Oak, red or swamp maple, elder, trailing arbutus, crab apple, liazol, red 
elder, willow, balsam, poplar, various apecies of pine — balsam fir, cedar, bar- 
berry, wild red cherry, wild blackberry; yellow plum, cboke cherry, black and 
red raspberry, white raspberry, prickly purple raspbery, prickly gooseberry, 
swamp gooseberry, several kinds of currants, boar berries, red elder, moose- 
berry, snow berry, blue berry, bilberry, cranberry, whortle berry, red and 
white mulberry. 

The Geological character of the district generally, from various indica- 
tions, warrants the belief, that special exploration and examination will show 
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the eiiatence of TslaibU Dtmeiali, excellent building mitteritil, free-Btone and 
limestonos, (some of the latter highly ccyslalline) are to be found in anj 
qaaotity. 

Tbe region abounds in lakea and good sized stienms, several good " Falls" 
are situated a abort diatance above the mouth of the mill creek ia the Shaw 
pigan district, and this creek haa like facilities for mills at vnrioni otherpoinle, 
ta its jQDCtion with the Gowitcban river. Several oth^r streams afford a aaf- 
Acient extent of water- privilege to nieetlbe requirEinents of n large population, 
IM regards both grist and saw mills, as well as factories, bat these are all 
iulnnd at a distance of several miles from the coaal. 

The whole district ia a ricb delta, flanked by spreading prairiea, bounded 
bj precipitous hills; bo site for nay town or settlement, has jet been decided 
DpOD. Numerous favorable loralities are to be found thougb the sboalnesa of 
the water is somewhat of a drawback. 

The whole area of these live districts Is, 57,658 acres, of which abont 
50,000 ma; be set down as superior agricnltnral land, the remaimcg 7,600 
acres bding likewise good arable land. 

There is tben a suIGclent extent of good land laid out in this valley, to 
provide farms far a population of from live hundred to sis hundred families, 
at an average of about one hundred acres to e.ich. 

The number of families comprising the native population of Ibese districts, 
has been, after careful enquiries mnde, set do« n af two hundred, giving an 
estimated aggregate of 800 to lOUO souls. Tiie disposition shown by these 
people has been most friendly, and they constantly elpresa a wish to have 
wliila settlers amongst thera. 

Lying off this fertile region, the five districts of which have been comprisad 
in the forej;oing general description, ia Admiral or Salt Spring Island, which 
has two good ports, Fulford Harbour on it3 S. E,, and Ganges Harbour on its 
Eastern side. 

"This Island is for the most part thickly wooded, but there is a considerable 
extent of partially cleared land, both at the northern end, and at the head of 
Fulford Harbonr, which is now becoming peopled by settlers, under the name 
ofSalt Spring District, a name derivrd froni several salt springs OD the Island." 

Of [be same geological formation, as the district ofi^ which it lies, there it 
an abundance of excellent building stone, and a fertile sandy loam gives scope 
for the labour of the Agriculturist. ThcBrinesprlngsbavebeen ascertained by 
analysis to contain 4994 grains of salt per imperial gallon. The returns from 
the numerous small farms into which the district ts divided, have been most 
satisfactory, and give great encouragement to the energetic settler, who, putting 
big own hand to the plough, can cultivate his land independently of hired 

From the north end of Admiral lElaud to K.innimo, there is aboat twenty 
miles of coast line, guarded by a chain of islands, between which and the main- 
land are numerous passages, through which the tides course like torrents — the 
more remarkable of these are known as the " Narrows." 

Nanaimo Harbour, in the "Sailing Directions," is thus described "when, 
Ibe banks are covered this harbour gives the idea of a large street of water. 
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bill Iho deep part L3 liruifed, iiltlionyb there i£ [ilt-ulj- of rouin hv a conaiiifr- 
nf>;a number of vessels muoretl.'' 

Of the &1.1I, Ciipt. Rifiiiird9lhiii3pcnli3 : '■ Thu miiKSof Saiiaiino proanw 
:i I'ai r bi[\iiDiiiou3 Una!, wlik-li ntisiriTS well tor slcamii;^ purposes- It is lighter 
iiy about ton pri- cent, thiiii W'l-lah Coal, and ilj coii3uiii]ii!an proper iionately 
rapid. T!io iruifcin^j of the mines bna not yet bci:ii iindorlakou on it scale com- 
meiiBiirato with thoir iinportiiiice, probahly oiviiig lo the deuiand li.iiiiig tieeu 
coLipftratively small. As the (lonlity of tllo coni U, liowevcr, becoming batter 
knoffU tliederaaoil U rapidly inerciJKiiiB. It i* now exported to Ualifotniii ia 
I.irgo qillntitieri, amj ships are inco;ivcn"!-utly dplaincd n-nitiiig for cargoes, 
tiomo now ani Tory promising sjnms have lately been discovered by borip^, 
au'l Che quality is said to bi: superior lo any bitlierto foniid. 

">r.;\voi3tle Iiliud,»liidi lias olose off th; sett!,imont, produces Inrge quac- 
titiai of coal, and il.o minet there, cro liein^r ratbor eiteniivtly ivorkcd. 

■'T!ia Xnnnimo coal it far aiiporiot to any tliat has yet been discovered at 
worked in tliis country, and Ibora can bo little doubt, bot thai, it exisld in scf- 
ficicnt quantitius to tupply Ihti wiioie I'acilir coa.^t, for almost na in lefinite 
period. The prosent pri':ii is twenty- tiva sliiliitrgj per ton. ' 

.\s already alatcri, tUis .:oh1 fieiil, cimip.iied of eonr.io Erit.', panJ^tono^ 
shades, and houijs .A aid h shown, bv the a^oeiatcd {■J^^^■.•./, to be of Ibe 
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Mr. R, IV. TeJirio, Sur.ej-jr, in liis rcpoit a.i.i-s, " fho climate very rienrl/ 
rnsembifs lli.U of Victjria, Uic general clmrncltr of ihe summer being worm, 
Willi liulc 01- no vaio, but hoavj dcw^, tijiil lint of Ihe whiter niil.l, wiiii an 
aTCrnt'e of |>erlin]>a ten Jaj-a snow, tlio fViist^:, though not severe, nre of longer 
eoTitiniiaunf. iittin Tiills in oonsiJtvaMe qiuiiililiea in llio 'prias of '''° i^'^'i 
fui.l it is ^iii':raiiy tliaiij,-lit tli^kt llic nrirngc full Pscee.U tlii.t of Knijlaiid.'' 

Niiuaiiiiii U siiiiateil aliuut TO miles north of Victorii. .iml at pieucnthra 
(vily cjiiiii'.ntiii'iiion lij »e.i. I'usiagps are easily ainlqiiiekly maUo by ntrruerous 
6m;i;i it^i'Uii^ veispls. A surew alpnmtr ut' small iiowcr ia ninv ruuniiiy. 

lliivuri'j iirc! being taken to oppii a. mail (iiract to Vkloriii, iviiich, bIio.i 
cfltet.'.!, v.ill i>rovo of OiB ^trpatcH v.-.luo to I'olli |.lac(-a, aii.l fo tboinlcrniclialo 

slxtven ftt-t, tbo harbonr •>( Manaimo ur^.-vnlri i^efiiiiar fotilitii'.i for the enn- 

Tit t:\lWy of l!i3 Oointi;;, aii.iVUcc line a^iieiilliiral district, e^limate'l In 
"TOnli'.iu niii, )ni» acrfi of .iralila bml iifj ni-'th uf XaiiBiiuo ; as j»t nnsHrvijCil, 
an.l I .it ipiirtij.ly OTirbrM. no f'lr'hiT sii<ji'!iil .tei-ount ol hi C0]iiil)ilitie5 can bo 
^■Iveii t'lrtn t'lat, i]| \ls g'inGtiil c!i.ir;.clcis it cl»f.c;/ rivi.'rn1j]e.j the Con- 
iL..'!i,!ii ■,.iilp)-, tiio d:BmL:ta hik! liulu of nhhli hiivo boeu alrciJy fully ile- 

I'ro.:,', i>.i:nnrth !ir,.] ivudl, -xsh:.! .; W.Ll'ji I,^lrin.l flii.l ihrotish Joiin.-tiiut"* 
-;!r.i!ly,ft,. LL-i-iloiit i-inlafiir iic:ir.ieH, :il,oiiii.lln- In S'l'ii nnch.irnKf.'. ILo 
t.«ir.M'; iior'a-wi-bipuintof lb.- Isbnil iK ivi 1 1,..-,1, -ttb-ri! Vort ni'itrt, a trnd- 
!.::: .iliiliL,n ..f th* ILidson's Bay LVmi-oiiy U cH'ibli:^Leii. Ilt-rn Ilia f^nnie car- 
iK.iiifcr.n' f-irmiition is met -ni'Iias at "J.ih.iinv-, but npi.nreiitly there hiva 
ii"^^"!. K',,!.'.- .i ilnrbanot", the "irm-j, liu a]n!,;t hjrixur.lally, only ilia ufptr 
!),-.:' :ii>-i!.i'nasyttt\,imli,r.!. ar„l Ih-.l 1 ut pnn^ally. 

Tiie w;;-- r:i c; a>t uf Iho Ulin.l ,■ n-.fneiiis Hi Cpp: ?cfitt, piisa.-saca a, 
;itB.\t Li'iuibiTOf rpinarUbb- nii.l intcn-.ti, t-frnt-iri'=. The jjoncral ■cn:Tractcr 
«nr! tvj\-enr.vi';e of thoin-iai-.triii rai.st '7l'.;.-!i hero form,' tho con;t linu blTu 
tjjpualrciJy niren, BiiiHlrtnmH.a but ti i.otiM t)io i^^lutl cf interest con- 
nected wit!i in hydrography, cle. 

Fr.i n Cap.; awtl a ri'Tiiarinl-le jro ip -.f !i'-?.wU c-.t;.iJ3 v,-esterly fur forty 

cu:iii;al. bar.-, mm pin ro;h*. Trunjle I^IkuiJ. ihs wosttrnmost nf tl'c gr.inp, 

oil t!iHsi:i-:i,i[t. J!a^t:;H!io Crip.-an.l Ca a-^iri'it I.-Liuiid thidte ii a goo.i 
eleir p:-.ssvo of two or thrPd rriilc," wile. 

Exleti.llii,; from n.-iirthi.J group oti' a:i.l voun 1 llie coajt, i.inlberij-, tiiWRrds 

of tha S riiti of Ju:ia ■!■! Fnca Blretchea iioclb'-r'y to >i'"flp Nootkn Sound, and 
iiiithi'iV to htlort'tiie IS" parallel on Iho cu:i^t of iho nir.in Cor.iincnt. A 
Bii'IJIe sr.-.ii:i,l of deep water cilemlin^ frou Woody t'oint to below Noottv 
se;umei Ih.'Go bunkg which evUnd westerly to 1'25^ .ind i:ip of W. I,ob„'., 
wilb an average depth of water of from forty to nno buodre'l fnihoma, havii^f; 
H gravel or s»ii iy lioltoKi i.a thi ,ihiili'>n'er auil Iduo ni.id in the deeper parts ; 
Ihesd tiiin!i.:^;ia =h illuwfr ad they =lri,tth \vT--iCTly and lcrtnii;:Lto abrii;-ll/ at 
1 ih;iry rrd^'i', beyond Whi.h llicro «ru uo scMiduijiS. 
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Both at tha N. W. and S. W. eitremitiM of th« IiUndi ttiese banks 
abound with Cod and Halibnt. 

A sontherly cnrrent preTa,iIs along the nbok irasl eo^t and often 8«nda 
ships south of their reckODlDg. 

Immediatel; south of Cape Scott, is Koatsine, an important inlet stretch- 
tog across tbe Island nearly ti> Fort Bupert on the sasteio side. 

The nativfls in this harbour are more primitive than in anj otber part of 
tba Island. Tbey are a mild and liarmlesa people, about 628 in number, and 
appareotlj diminishing jeB,i\y, yet tbcre are mote joung people and children 
amongst them tban in other tribes which hare mote intercourse Titb the white 
races. While all the otber tribes Hatten tbe beads of their children bj strap- 
ping them OD a board, these people simply compress the head by means at a 
hsodkerchief, and form it into a cone, tbe vertex formini; the apex. 

Coal has bean found in tbia inlot, uf [bo same character apparently as that 
*t Fort Bupert and Nanaimo, and n ill some day be worked to advantnge. 
Woody Point separates Eoatsina from Kayoqnol, a district which extends 
to Nootka Sound. Tbe natives here are very numerous, but were more so a 
few years ago. There is a feud betweea them and tbe Nootka tribe, who have 
kilted a great many of tbem. 

Nootka 9ouod is a deep inlet possessing few harboara or good ancborngea. 
The email harbour or cove at its entrance la famous as the acene of the Spanish 
occupation dispnte, and an aochorage nearly opposite, has a special interest as 
having been Cook's. TJie Nootkn tribe numbers about 457 in all. Along the 
whole coaat every promontory and bit of level land bears ciarka of old occu- 
pation, indicating a very numerous population at One time, though the well 
known migratory habits of the people miiat be taken into account. 

Glayoquot Sound ditfera from nil tbe other inlets oftbiscoast. Its en- 
trance full of banka andshoalsof sand and gravel, instead of a deep muddy 
bottom. Tbe narrow arms more resemble the neighbouring sounds except in 
geological feature. A gneiaao-granitic rock (metamorpbic) forms the axis of 
elevation, associated with which are hornblende and coarae grained qusrtzoaa 
locks, intrnded traps and q^aartz veins, indicating a region, most probably rich 
in mmerat wealth. 

Barclay Sound, situated close to the entrance of the Straits of Fuca, baa a 
very important geograpbical position. A somewhat open sound studded with 
uamerons Islands j it possesses several good anchorages, one within very con- 
venient distance of tba entrance at Cape Beat, on which Caps a Ltght-bonsa 
will nltimately b^ erected. 

At the upper end of tbe Sound a very remarkable cleft in the monnCain 
range, known as the Atberni Canal, leads, after a course of 25 miles, to a level 
country of considerable extent, beavily timbered, with the finest specimens of 
pine and other woods, perhaps anywhere to be seen. Through tb is flows a 
stream dlacbargiog tbe waters of a chain of lakes, which penetrates northerly 
into the interior. The anchorage is good, and tbe whole sound, canal and har- 
bour, can nowhere be excelled iu tho facilities they afford, for the defence and 
protection of commerce. The natives number about BOO or 900, and here, oi 
elsenhera, their sole occupation is ia obtaining supplies of food. 
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Bmh, cscoonf, Bink, h&ir, aod far mkIs are numerona, deer of two kinds, 
ia Ui^e becdi. From thia locality vas sent the magnificeat apar, erected ia 
EfiVT Garden* as a fla.g->taff. 

Arriving neit atPort S*n Jusn, the above imperfect akatch of the coast 11b« 
aai harboar*! ^^'i ^^'i '^^ Tftneouver Island is complied. 



Id the general introdactor; remarks, a description of the natara of the 
dimate of VancouTer hag been incideataJly given. The following meteoro- 
logical observation* having reference to the Tables appended, will show the 
chariLCler of the aeisoni which have prevailed on the coast generallj, for tha 
Usl Gfteen years, and will further elucidate the sabject b? pointing out tba 
ccuses of the difference abserrable between the littoral ajtd inland iaialM 



Oq the weetern side of the Karlb American Continent, the aniamer heats 
are modified bj the boreal currents and melting anowg of the wateraheds, 
while the severiLj of winter is not increased b; a sweeping arctic current Baeh 
^ washes the Bagiern Shares. 

Arctic corrects do sweep down, however, and in summer are felt fat South, 
below the latitude of San Francisco, but, more diffused, tbej do not lower th« 
temperature in a corresponding degree, and the coast, open to the warm ravs 
of the western sun, and the moist westerly winds, presecta U) equal latitudes 
oa the Baatera side, very unequal isothermal conditiona- 

A more extended seiics of observations is needed, before any general de- 
ductions can be made wbereby to recognise tlie existence of any cycle, or pre- 
dicate the possible recurrence of any particular season. Enougl) however ia 
known to give the general character already assigned to the climate ot Van- 
couver, via. — a dry, warm aiiniiBBr — a bright, aod beautiful aatumn — an open, 
wet, winter and spring. Severe and eiceptionnl aeaaone occncring at irregular 
interval a. 

The winter of 1S46 was remarkably severe, the cold setting in on the S(i 
qf January, and continuing with severity until the middle of Match, during 
which time the Columbia River wb4 frozen, the thermometer ranging 5° below 

1847 — Very mild throaghout. 

1848 — Tba cold weather began on the 17tb December, the Columbia River 
froze over, but the ice broke up before New Year's Day, the river remaining 
<^en. 

1649- The cold weather set in on the 2Tth November, whan the moon was 
at full, clear days and sharp frosty nights continued till the 10 th December, 
Then the Columbia was covered with floating ice, and snow began to fait 
heavily- This continued till the lath (! inches of snow on the ground), when 
It hfcame mild, with S. E. winds and rain, and open weather continued to the 
«od of the month. 

These rem arka apply to the coaat generally; the following have rsfereuc* 
specially to Vancouver: 

Tba year 1850, at ahawn by a tbermomettic register kept at Fort Victoria, 
TM fine throughout. 
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A glnncc at tlie Abstract, Ap[iendiir So. I, will £Uo"- ihiil il.ere wtvcin tlint 
year 201 Hqb days, 96 overcast and foggy, a" fkIhv, mid 17 diva tin wiiicli snnw'; 
fell. The abstract is not crilically correct, in respects doing juttlce to ttie fina 
wcatUer, for under tlic two Ust lic.ida .ire iucludad all daja un wl^lcli tain or 
enow fell, allUougli lUe amount miglit be Irifiint;. 

Masiinuni Teniijcrature of air in alieds, 
At e, A, M., Go" F«L. on 20lli June, IrtOO. 
^,P.M.,8-1'= " 30tliJiine, " 

8, P.M., 13" " 28tli July, '■ 

Minimum Teinpcnilure of <.ir in Blia.^s. 
Al 3, A. M., 145' Fah. on 4th December, 185'J. 
2, P. M., 24° " 4lh " '■ 

B, P, M., IC " Uh " -' 

Mean daily temperatures given in ALstnct AppcndJi, N'o. I. 
Snow began to fall OQ (Ac 5(A ./^an«a/-i/. On the 2-111. tbero ivero iT :i,ti.iM 
on the gronnd, ubieh bowever was all i^oue by the ?3lb. 
n temparature lor J.iniiury was 47° I'ali. 
n Icmporaiuj-e, 21° Fab. on tho 3ad. 
Febraary — Was open and mild, oh tbe 12fh, gooseberry budi \u-ic lOfieiiiri^; 
Bonie hail, showers and froil tnwariU the end of ibi month, M...i-:ii!.iii tcm- 
jierature 58°, rainimura 20°, PaIi. 

Starch — Variable weather, Ehgbt snow storms in endy [lart, hiil so jiartLal 
that on the 2d, early plants -were coming into leaf in sUeltera.f spi>U. naliVB 
hemp was three inches higb,idder biiih putting out leaves. On th',- "!b, t'lis- 
catkins of the palm willow in full biuom. On the 2ath there was siill suow on 
the ground, and buttei-cups in flcurer. ilasiniom tent|ierfttnre (iu*^, luiniinum 

AprU — High winds altcrnnlin^ with ciims. Jilfauljerrica <;ojn;ui[ in*, 
bloom on laiti. lliiimum lempernturc ti!'", mininmm ria° Fab, 

Mai/ — 1j fine clear days, 12 overcast, 4 rainy. On the Isl, Plains covered 
with verdure, the turn cup lily, heartsease^ cro,vsfoo(, jojiqiiil and tnany othe» 
flotvers in full bloom, camaas flovtcriiig, spring wheat nud pea:? ri-in^, carhr 
potatoes above ground. On tbe 4tli, campaniola nnd lupin coming iiitu flowcF, 
wild cherry and servito borry ccmiiiig into blossom, and wild vetch lluwftin.g 
in warm places. On tba eth, apple tree in blossom, strawberries forming, Tih, 
pmatocs ijlanted in March and April coming up. 12tli, early benuj in bloom. 
18tb,wild rose coming into bluooi. 2Jth, strawberries ripraiii;. 'ilal, wild 
gooseberries ditto. Ma.iimum temi>erature "9", niinimnm 30° Fab. 

Jum— 23 fine clear days, ! overcast and foggy. On tbo I41h. qntcn of tbe 
meadow and golden rod in bloom, I7ih, potatoes flowering. Mniimum tera- 

Fah. 11th, barberry and raspberries ripe. On Ibe J7tb, fitsl Joiifjle rose o^ 
Vancouver Island tame inlo flower. 

Aiii}iist—-2& fine days, S overcast. Maximum tem[,vratura TO'', luininium 53* 
fah. On IGlb. dielant tbuador, high wind, N. E. 
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Sq-'ciiibfr — 21 fine ilnjs, C overcast. Maxvmum Temperature ^4', miuimum 
45° Fah. On tilt TUi, lioav.r de«s. 

Of;oi•^^— 20 Br.e diiys, 13 ovcriafl. Mmimiim Icmpornture 70", miuiroum 
M" rail. 

XoieinUr — 13 fine u»ja, 14 overrasl, 3 r.iinv, (Jti the I9tli a heavy g^l^ of 
Willi], felt 6iiu alia Liuou sly nloiig Hie wliole co.-.st. Masimum temperature 5S'', 

Jlcmttr—lO fac QcyE, IS overcast, 4 r.iiiiv, 1 shd^'-t. Fraser Rirer froi.co 
onllio^thilceTjickl.v broke ',!]i. M^simmn tcmiicratiire 48° mini mum 14 J" Fall. 

The cbovc gives the general charaot«r of the year 18.i0, and may be taken 
:i!i a i^oijd. tfjiQ of a. gGa.son, intcrmeiliale liet\raen the severity of 1S4G, aod the 
MilJ, open wiiitcTS, ivhifh prevaiied nnlil 1 jj!'-C(i ; wbcu, 113 iv 111 be Ecec hj 
Aiji-trict, Appendix No. 3, the i-old set in in November, and conlinucd tor 6O110 
Iii0tilli9 with licavy falia of enoH". 

I^rom Mareii, IdGO, the woallier n-is mild throushov.t, and continued so 
tbrougli the winter ttnj into the spring of 1 MO). The summer of tliia bitter 
Vf.ir wag verj lioD and dry, the eaily autumn iv.is very flue a.iid clear, ivilli oe- 
carfional cold, foulh.e.islci'Ij wind;, heavy rains in November and early part 
of December. 

TI.0 Abotracli npjicnded (Mo;. 2, nnil S.) give for the year 1300-61, the 
rangeaoftbfi baro:ueter, therraoracler (wet and dtv bulbs), number of days 
fine, rainy, ic„ and allhouyli not altogether laLled in iho name way, nor 
eijnallj tvaiiilclc ia ai! details, fnrnisiios with that of lof.O, a guod compara- 
tive eniimnto of cliiaatimal variation. 

Care iBHSt be lultcn, however, to bear in mind, that in tousequence of its 
iLsiilat position, washed by an ocean having a reniaikably low temperature, 
the tewro! climate of Vancouver, dUTern materially f.-ma that of the iuiand 
id ft I lis and valleys, therefore the Kagister Kn. ?, for I8Gn-Gl, kept on^board 
one of II. M. ships, is peculiarly inltiesting hs Ebowinjr what range the thetmo- 
lueler takes in the shade, when removed from all possible infjiipuces of radiated 
or roflf'cled hfat. / 

To this causa is to be assigned tlia diiftreiices in the moan daily tempcra- 
turi's, obFcrrablc op complriaau of the dlfferenl months in the two years, both 
asboro and afloat, and not simply to change or variaiioa of climate, as will 
be seen by examination of abstract yo. 4. 

In the quarter cndjng 3(it!i June, ISGO, the highest barometric range wne 
in April, i0.5J; the lowest, :.3.3B. !n tlio same month, there were 17 fine 
days, 't rainy, and e overcast, with variable and light winds from K. and R. 
Sea water 10° Fab., the liygror.ietric observations show an average difference of 
Z" 7-1 Fab. between the met and dry bulbs. Average temperature SU" Fab. 

In .Way— the barometer had an average range of 30,04. There were 13 fine 
days,!? rainy, and 4 overcast, with variable winds, chiefly from S. IV. Sea 
water 51'' Fah. The thermometer nver-ige 55°S, with 4° 1-10 Fah. difference 
between >.-et and dry bulljs. 

Jur.3— ^20 fine clear days, G rainy, and 4 overcast. Barometric ran5:c, aur- 
, agoJfi.O'J. Average of (hcrmcmelct 01", and difference of b'plls i" T-lii. ftrii 
water r.S" Fab. 
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July — 16 fine days, 6 fogg/, 7 raiaj. Arerage range of barometer, 29.93, 
thennometBreo''l-IO,Fah. Hygrometer, 3J°Fah. Sea water SSiTah. PreraiU 
iug winds, S. and S. E. witb calmi. 

August — 24 fine dajs, T rainy. Average range ol barometer 30.01, Ihtr- 
mometer 63)" Fah., brgtonhter 1". Sea water 5BJ= Fah, Winds S. W., S. 
and S. S. E. 

S^leiabir — 18 fins days, T winy, fi overcast. Average range of barometer, 
30.13, thermometer, 57^° F«h., hygrometer 1°, tea water &5° Fah. Prevailing 
winds S. and S.S.E. 

October — 13 fine days, II raiDf, 7 overcast. Average range of barometer 
30.01, tbermometer 54° Fah., hygrometer 103-15S. Sea water B0° Fab, 
WindsN.E., variable, calraj. 

NoBember — ^10 finedaya, 13 rainy, 8 overcast. Average range of barometer ■ 
30.18, tbermometer 49)° Fah. hygrometer 1° 1-30, Fah. Sea water 't? J" Fab. 
Prevailing winds, N. and S. W. to E. S. E. 

Dicember — 15 fine days, 9 rainy, 1 overcast. Average range of barometer 
29.90, thermometer, 42° Fah. hygrometer, 1" 5-6 Fah. Sea water 45J» Fah. 
Winds N. and N. E., variable, frequent calms. 

1861. January — 10 line days, 11 raiay, 10 overcast. Average range of 
barometer, 30.01, thermometer 38° Fah., hygrometer, 3° Pah. Sea water 
43J° Fah. Winds variable, frequent calm?. 

February — 9 fiae clear days, 7 rainy, 11 overcast, 1 snowy. Average range 
of barometer 29.94, thermometer 44J° Fah , hygrometer 3° Fah. Sea water 
iZi" Fab. Winds light, variable, frequent calms. 

March — 15 fioe days, i rainy, 19 over cast, 3 snowy. Average range of 
barometer, 25.02, tbermometer 40° -Fab. hygrometer 2}° Fab. Sea Water 
iii° Fah. Winds, light, variable. 

The importance of a knowledge of the remarkable diCfereaces observable Id 
these registers, kept, one on shore, the other afloat, is obvious, both in a sani- 
tary and agricultural point of view. 

The humidity of the atmosphere can be only estimated by the above average 
difference between the wet and dry bulbs. 

The absence of thunder storms is a remarkable fact. Distant thunder is 
beard at times, but very rarely does the electrical discharge take place over 
Vancouver. 

To these tables of Ueteorological Observations applying to Taccouver, is 
added an abstract from the register kept at the camp of the Royal Engineers 
at Kew Westminster, as published by Gapt. R. M. Parsons, R. E. Cleat and 
concise, it shows at a glance the nature of the contiaentat climate, and is 
most valuable as a means of comparison. 

New Westminster is situated on the right bank of the Fraser, 15 mites troTa 
where that river joins the Gulf of Georgia, about TO miles from Victoria. As 
might be looked for, the diSereaces in temperature, Ac, are those nf a conti- 
nental as compared with an insular cliiaate. 
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PART III. 

POLITICAL dSOORAPHT AND ETATISTICB. 

Thi population of the Colonj of VencouTer, exclasiTe of natives, nnmbeTe 
ft'om iOOO to GOOO, and ainoagit tbsie are representatireE of oearlf everj 
European nud American DationiiUt;, witb a coDBiderable and iacreasiiig pro- 
portion of the coloured racei, and of ChinBea. 

The native population, estimated at 1B,000, it, generBlIj,iQ a verj degraded 
state ; efforts are being made hj miBaionary clergymen of variouB churches, to 
bring them into aometbing lilie civilization, and no doubt, in time on the 
plnetic mindB of the young, sucb good norlc v'dl bear fruit, but from the ndult 
much cannot be eipecled, and the narivB io this way, can only be looked upOQ 
prospectivelj, as a useful element in the bodj politic. 

Occasionalij, industrioua, trustworthy iDdiridnais are to be met with 
ftmongst them, but as a body, their labour cannot be depended on, and, nith 
one or two slight exceptions, at present forms no point of consideration in the 
Iftbour market. Like all uncivilized races the; have nn invincible dialike to 
hard and continued manual labor, but thaj show in their rude carvings, and 
Imitative jewelrj, an aptitude for handicraft, and their acutencss in barter 
U temarkable. 

The dialects of the various tribes are derived from the Gve great diTisions 
of language spoken on the main land. Deep gutturals characterize them alt, 
and from the coustant repelition of sounds that can only be expressed b; tbs 
tetters X, T, L, io conjunction, give an idea to the hearer of what the ancient 
Ueiican language must have been. A jargon called Chinook, is the medium 
of tomcBunication with the white races ; it is composed of mutilated words of 
the English, French, and Spanish languages, with a mixture of the nativs 
dialects, tbe words strung together, without the sligbteat attempt at grammati- 
cal construclion. 

Tbe energies of this people are at present only called forth and directed to 
tilt parguit of the cbase and of revenge ; degraded, they do not acrupte to liva 
by tbe prostitution of tbeir women, and under tbe influence of "fire-water," 
commit great crimes. 

On tbe whole, however, their behaviour is wonderfully good, and the settle* 
need fear no injury or molestation so long as be keeps the naliTes at a proper 
distance, manifests no want of conS deuce, and avoids giving to, or taking with 
them, intoxicating drink. 

No census having been taken, tba number of tbe white or Cotonial popula- 
tion given above, is merely approximate and confined to established residenti. 
There is besides bowever a large floating population, one of great importanct 
to tbecolony,Tii.the gold miners from the Cpper Country; unable to work dar- 
ing; tbe wintor months, tbey com* down to Victoria and there many estnblisb 
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tlieir n-intor quarlerB. Tlicj- tpeiid n ffreat <le<i] of monej, ftiid, open liandod 
nnii generous, arc cvir rcndv lo Lolp a fellow cifatiire in distress. To the 
l.unour of tho Kcilisli Cohimbinn gcilJ miners Ijc It tolil, tliat coiiip«tent 
Butlioritv hns derlnied no more order!;- eet of men were ever met tOKWlier Hi 
the [lursult of gold, tlie en camp men I or town at the Cariboo diggings being oo 
(1 Snndnj eflenioon if qiikt and orderly as the ttrcets of VLi-toria. 

Circumstances iind limes bavs changed Kin:o the early duvs of Califovnian 
' art AuslralLan ku5J liiggijig. Tbc Kiaivh for lb.it iMlnl liiis bicome a rcgalat 
Bliittdr braiicb of indiislrj, and like all uion wbo explore tbecrnst of tbe cnrtli 
fur vitluablo ores niid |ircrioua metala, the minors ere disliuguitlied liy Hteadi- 
iipss, industry. Riid marked liilellisur.ee. 

Uiie clement of disioid alone <iisH in the ommnnitj (for polllicGl diffcr- 
encoE go for iioiliing) and that la Ibe nnbappy ijutstiuii of Ibe tutiiil pofltiou 
of the colored faces. It is a question wbicb can only lie settled by oud in 
time, i'he Huddcn jur nnd conflict arisUig from attacking lang cstablisbed 
jileas and prejudices, j;ivc rise, iu tbo kindest njlnres, in tiio iiiojt iiitelligenl. 

Ciri-Hinstiucea connected willi llie relative positions of Ibc two raiis, more 
.vpetially on llteNoiUi .Vmericaii Continent, nnder it impossible tbal any 
I iiddon coulititi'n or roi.'ognilion of equal aoeial r:>;bt» should tuUu pl.ice ; and 
irbilB on the ono band tlieie rlgbls sljoald not be alisolutely denied simply on 
'.ccoiint of Jl'ifi, neiliicr on the ol'ier baud ouglil tliey to he too loudly 
u.;sefted on actounl of woaltb or aeknowlDiIged politicB.1 ["tatus. Neither sids 
JsjPtyr'.-uj-fJto meet the other, the transition lo n ditlerent lone of feeling 
'niiat be ulow and jnadnal, (be gron'tb of a just npprecialion nnd esteem 
ngendered by the esi-rcise and recognition of biifh moral principle, la no 
■ ) '.her case than this can tbcro boa (,-ioatpf need lo "bear and forbear." J.et 
<ie white man cmleavoitr to drlre from bis mind anv idt^a ot bis r.bsotnte and 
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The emiiloymcnt of tlie People, i;ener«ll;, ivill be readily seen, by a 
, niUiitiou of the nr.slysls df the Trades License Act, Appendix No. 5, a 

iner, the '^tonc cniter, the house carpenter, the arli^an and skilled Inbo 
■■■erv br.iiich of industry, whose tjumbers aro too few to supply the ci 
.imr-nd for their Uibor. 

TiiG rates of wages arc high, a shilling in any pnrt of fireat Britain beinj; 
, ire represented \iy a dollar, Is. 2d. Thus a stone cultcr makes from four lo 
. 'u dollurs. that 1h siit.en (o twenty shillings a day. The blacksmith libout 
le Bimo, and, depnnditijr on his abilities, possibly much more. 
Kor good shoeing emitlis, excellent opportuniliea olfer, the cost of shoeing 
= horse being in this country, three dollarB, or twelve sbiillngK nnd sixpence. 
House carpenters lire paid according to tlio iiural>er of boius work ; in gen- 
til tlio wages avcrng* about Iho sAms as the other workmen ftnteii above. 
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For nil ol'icr Inbnuf ibo prnportion liolijs good ; whpre n. man go'.a a stil- 
f ng iQ Great BrJtaii. lie would get a dollar liero, nnd he co:ild five better fliiJ 
( a leas mOjiej- provklod he lir.d n coKp-tie of lile own. Indypondont of lilri-rt 
lD:n?slie lielp his oulj' mureaaed item of e:[penditurc would he iit the ertiels 
(f cloihinj, And lliatis now imported ready made iit very che.ip rules. U will 
I e said, if irages ore bo high, the cipcnsos of livi.ig will be comuidtisuratn, 
i'id wIiAt then will be the necessary espeuditiire of individuals n-ndot fftuiilieaT 

To^uch fniuilica as miglit bi< eompdlpd to rent houses and hire ilumcstie 
(ervantj, tho eiptnscs would beheavy, for Ihtse, together with clotbim;. forci 
the hfl.\vie?t items of cipcnditure. 

Jfiit (hfre is no reason ivliy every ni.in should not be his own landlord, ami 
in a iieir colony the more independent of dntncslic help that a fareily may bo 
the belter for tlie prosppiits of that family ; In no toiintiy in the n-orhi i:;in n 
vrorkicg mun earn such wapes, and at the same time live eo cheaply; and 
orery man with a sniall capital and the eierciso of patient inilnstry may eooq 
bare a honse of his oitn. 

The follu«*ing are the pritea of provisions ordinarily in use in domestic lifij 
for the years 1S5S, iSCO and 1^01 : 

IS,W. Beif per Ib.l3..0jd.; Muitoii, Is, 3d. ; I'ork, l". ^d. ; Vegct-.biea, 
3d. per ib. ; Flour, 2d. 

1J*C0. ll.!Cf, Is. (Id,; Mutton, la. 3d.; I'ork, Is. Od. : Vi-al, Is. Od. : Vcge- 
tabloa, Id.; Floi 2d 

IHfil. Reef. M 1 n" ■\aO Pokdpol.'\pa dea. 
ad.; Potatoes, d b to d t) b \ j as 1 Id. 

per Ib. 

Oiio;:;;i!!S5. k T a ^ S i) ^ ■il.; 

.!;.ffi.'(!, la, C.!. pr d b n ) ^i. ; 

Ciieese, la. Gi. to 8 b on Ham (f g lid b An can. 

Is. Id. ; [jeari b. c 4d ce p n fl 4d b k , Is. 

Cd. per bottla. F si of f ne on j naw sbeponed ale, 

and abundance of enoersc dnee 

The market is u u p ed h ne e and a arc 

sold at moderate as e nd S ou mn^ f o n £5 o C pe h , 
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la the tawa of Victoria sad other lettlemeDta, liz room*d-boa««i or Deal 
cottagea with all cODTeaieot oathousei, bnilt of wood aad plasteied, coat, 
According to atjls, from £200 to £100. Of landitoas aad brick at an iucreaaed 
eipoDse of one foorth ; of brick aiooe, one third more. 

Ab already st&ted, house renta are high, IB to £4 per cent, per annum, being 
the usual race of interest for britlc buildings, 40 to CO per cent, for vooAen 

The ton-na, villages, and aettlements at present existing in Vancouver, ara 
Victoria, Eaqulmalt, and Nanaimo. At Fart Rupert, in tho north, the Hod. 
HildsOD'a Baj Companj hare a dep6t, and at Barclaj Sound in the south weal 
tltere ia an establishment for the export of spars and of lumber. 

The town of Victoria, situated on the eastera side of Che harbour already 
described, has sprung into eiieience dating tbe last three jears. 

Originallf the site of a dt^pil and trading establishment of the Hudson's Baj 
Companj, it has, under the inSuencc of the neighbouring gold regions and the 
great nntural advantages, iTeaent and proapective, of its poaition, become a 
place already of great importance, not only to British Colonists bnl to thoae 
slao in American territory along the whole seaboard of the Pacific, A Free 
Port, it puts no restraint on commerce bat admits without doty and bnrthened 
with but few charges, all the necessaries as welt as all the luinriea of life, all 
the tools, implemenl^, and machinery needed for those induatrial pnraaitB 
which develop the wealth of a colony. Already it has become the emporiitm 
of commerce, the metropolis of the north-west coast of America. Tbe site is 
an admirable one (the only drawback being the comparative inadequacy of 
the harbour). A sweep of level Und broken by a few ravines, rises gcnfJj to 
ft modernte eJevatiOD from tbe rocks which bound the harbour. The soil is 
partly clay and partly gravel, the objections to the former can be readily 
obviated by drainage, for which the eloping declivitiei on every side afford 
great facilities. 

Starting rrom tbe corner of Fori and Gorernmenl etrtets as a centre, wit& 
R radius of three quarters of a mile, the plan of the town describes lwo-tbird« 
of a circle stretching round tiie harbour. Tbe streets, of good width (siitj 
feet), are conveniently laid oB', crossing each other at right angles, tha 
plan including school and church rtserves. From any point of view Victoria 
presents a charming picture, and affords a atrilting proof of the energy and 
ladusiry of the human race. 

Twenty years ago, a wilderness; for many years afterwards, occupied only 
hy tbe enterprising traders wbo first broagbt civilizaiioQ to its savage shores, 
Vancouier Idtand long lingered in neglect; ita important geographical poattioD 
was, however, at length recogniied, and Steps Were taken by means of a com- 
plete marine survey to develop its maritime capabilitiea and «ther resources. 

This had been commenced, when, at the touch of ths "golden wand" 
waved on the banks of the Fraser, Victoria sprang into existence ; the forest 
and the brash disappeared, tents were pitched, and buildings run up, sales of 
land took place, the plan of the new town was formed and quickly grew Into 
■bape. 

During the laonthg of June, July, and August, 18S8, eight large and powe»- 
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D eosatantl; betireen San FraDCiBCo and TictorEa crowded wiU> 
passengera and loaded iritb freight. 

A Bubseqaent check to imigratioa took place, bat nothing has Impeded tha 
fteadf advance of the colony, and remarkable progress of Victoria. 

From an; point on the western eide of the harbonr, the observer Be«« 
■weeping over a gentl; rising plateaa, the town spread out before him ; in tbe 
fore ground at his feet crossed at various points bj several bridges, is the 
vlnding arm of the sea, along the bold rockj sborits of tbe eastern aide of 
which are built wharves and atorebonaca, where lie vessels of all 
sizes, from tlie coMting schooner of ten tons to the clipper craft of five huty- 

The stores, the shops, the hotels, and rcstaurantEi would grace a town of 
Ally inatead of three years' standing ; the rapid growth and increase may Iw 
Judged of by the fact that of brick buildings alone, fifty-aij have been erected 
duriag the present yeiir. 

Numeroua churchus and scboolhouBes, belonging to Christians of nearlj 
all denominationB, testify to the anxious care, bestowed On the religions in- 
atrnctioD of the community. Aa Hospital for the relief of the sick, and a 
charitable iastittition supported by the French residents, give proof that suf- 
fering homanity is not neglected. 

Hook and Ladder Companies have been formed, to stay the scourge of Sr«, 
a small but very eScieat Police force has bee:i established, and the town only 
wants the introduction of gas, to cia succcaafuUj with many a colonial city of 
much older date. 

■This is about to be effected by the " Victoria Gas Company (Joint slocft 
Limited)" which has ila operations in considerable progress. The Company 
possesses a capital of £10,000, which may be, by special resolution, increased 
to £20,000, This and the " British Columbia and Victoria " Steam Narigatioo 
Company (also limited), are the only joint slock associations in the Colony : 
this latter runs three steamers, built Bpeeialty for the trade on the Fraser 

One great drawback to Victoria is the want of good water on the spot, ths 
iQpplr at present, is brought from a distance in carts, at a considerable expense. 
It is to be hoped thai a water company or some otber agency, may soon be 
formed to remove this great defect, and provide the colonists with a fall enpply 
of that great element of health, at a cheap rate. 

A great oversight has occurred in laying out theplan oflhetown, no square* 
orotheropen places bate been reserved ; the present, to tbe exclusion of the 
future wants of the community have alone been attended to ; and a great error 
bas been committed in placing the cemetery whei^ it now is, a locality objeo- 
tionable in every way. The evils attendant on intra-mnral interments, have of 
late been forced on every one's observation, and although just at present, the pure 
«irof heaven blows freely over the town, the time will come, when, without 
squares, the air will stagnate in the long rows of streets, and tbe emanations ft-om 
the confined burial ground, prove a fertile source of disease and of death. Hot 
only is the siCuatioo oi this cemetery bad, but a worse salt could not have been 
chosen. 



biLiOO^IC 



A t<ii»;ioua rolenlivo clny, it in r^uilo unfit for th* purpose o:' n. ErHTC-yarrt, 
wliieh nv.ut, as the popuiAtion of t!ie colony increaaos, 1)« n-inoied to soma ilis- 
tBncc. Many moro snitfible spots conM tnrily be roiiiiil, nnil ure to b? Bonirht 
for in liinaanily gfiTellTBoil, wliidi ill many parts skirts l^io town. Tlio iea.i 
clasrir-s tii» btttur, tlio pine, Iba yoH-, an.l funrrcril fipi-eis [;ivo thamcter lo 
the £eutio. 

lliiviiig no iouarea then, let the prpsiinl comelcry ba enni-crtC'i into a public 
flower jjftrdc'i, let it siLII tet.iln iri 5H(red cbaroi ttr lumeicr, ami while Ibe ey« 
(IwcHijA-lLli ilili^'tit on lliejjlHwing coiimrs of natiirii'a olinicciit blossoms, Ut 
tliefcbu iliiiiie iiiid'iiiietfoc i.ievlitiiUcn Hiid re:)nie. 

The CJovenmeiifbiiillin^.*, stnietnres of brick in a frnme-work ofwood.nra 
giliialerron t!ie Soiitb 'ii'.u uf .Iiimes' IJ;:y. Tliey cooiprife a ctntral bitililii^e, 
■ttith Trciwury jin.l Lfii.l <'iV.vo. t\,iirt lluu'c, and iic;;ister i.Rice api>ei!.!c.l. 

Tin only .illluc piiblii; ediii^'M are tlie Jail ami i'olice oiTice^, hu'h of soliil 

csUblifiirdiutlio hsr^mir, Hndmany 



Ai!\oTi,.'(h<!inibliu plnoffsi^r am us em en t may be me'itioH«.i a Thcnlre nn.l 
T.rcei;m-i Lii.r^ry a.ii,i,:i.it^-d nilb ^i "Liierary Initilule '■ is Sf-wkeii of Tbe 

f^votirile spo,-t, on ;i very l]-;au(iful raco-course wliii.-li runa round Heaton Hill, 
a prmuunLi^iy orer!ookiii;{ ibe .Tii, abunl a milo from town. 

Sii;v|illj tkct'.'bcd a;,d biiflly pcmmeiilid ,;n. sucb is Lhc plan find geii'inil 
ttppsftrauccof '.[13 tonn of Victoria, ia tbe nei:,'lib,>urLood ofMiiicii, fi-oni many 
paiota, tbe vieirs ara atrikiti};, tbe bn^'.^capo at unce grand and btontiful. 

Onii-lear, crisp, natnuiniU or spriii;^ morr.in);, from the norlbcrn tido, u 
lienuiiful nu.t iiitorcftiug scene mittd tliu lnholdtr's eye. 

IinmcdiaUly before and sommvbat bslow biin lieii tbe town io repose, tbe . 
only cvidiniio of Uf.>, the thin blue tnioko which (Vom numeroua hcaith* 
Uoftta upwnrdi in tho motionluja ai.-. The grouping of Ilia houses with the touc 
of tUo colourintt Ibat provaiU is most pleaaiug. In tho Aral I'aint light of the 
mornijg, ihoniiioua styles of architecture, nj^ume fantaBtie Bhupts, poinWd 
{jnbica and otnntucnled rooff, Btatiding out,cUHr and sharp, the ii!ici.d<inia datll 
ticutrBl, tbo ligbta cpoI grey, tbe l^br,le warmed by tho depth of colour of tha 
brUk houses and other euiiti'.c?, Auny on the left,inthD en^t, Moiint Hakor 
&n<l tbe (Juseadu Itango htivo caught tho sun's tirst rays, ni:d a biu^b of penrly 
Htht is steiiling oier the heayeiis. Tiio tea, still and nnrumed, htretehOB over 
to tho foot of thi great (Jlympian range, wbieb, clear and deBned against tho 
sonlbcrn sky, elretchej ita ma^sira d.irk blue length nlone.and faron tho tight, 
ishcrc h.ing tho heavy clou.ls, ni;;ht la galhorinij his manllo around Liiu, and 
UdiBapi.earinKinlhe wcEt. 

_\j tiio day passe,? on, and tho eun Bpproacbe? tho lenilb, tbo satoo cle«t 
fresh air, pl.iys around, a:;dau eiriilidtj of body and mind is felt by all. Tbo 
chataclcr oftboiiccnohas cli?n,;tJ, howt-vcr, a busy hum iiLls Ihe nir. and loan 
a» his .liil/ toil. Til! SOT is li:to, I mirror, nu'meraiia tiny crafl, with droopia^ 
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Biiils, dot its Einfaee, ami fleera « the anmo time susnendtil in Ihe air hy ilis 

ini! llie observer of llio cliaik cliffs of old England. 

The mountain ra'igi! h;i9 bacoine a cloud laud, stretched along 1llid-^Tnv, 
src Icnglheni'd Uncj of ttrati, diuwii clear and sbaqi agninet the lii-avy dark 
blue ma;3, while, piled heap iipon heap, rsEtingoutheloI'lysumniild, are masses 
of cumuli and cumiiloiii, sceintu^; fit abode for tlieOljuipiaii Jdvc. Ai the suii 
guee trest, ciiri and ciriu-Etrati ticgm.tu lloat off into tlic upper air, and before 
tlie irarnt weatorly breeze, the nondtouB cloud land disappears, tl^c li^lit is ' 
reflected in sparkling rays from Ihe waters of the wiudiug ri>achi'3 of the uypcr 
Iiarbour, the shiidowa beconiB puriile. and in Ihe pine woods black. Theivholo 
sky on the righ^,, ia ona bl;ue of crimson and deep orange hues, and aa the aun 
sinks in the western ocean, ho pours a flood of jclloiv light along the n.irroiv 
strait, such as Turner would harcloTcdto [laint, to itches the Olympian peaks iviili 
a ro.'y hue, and renting lor a moment on the suia-ult iif the tower on the (>:iea 
Kocks, with a golden jjleaiu. seomi there to ie.ive "the I'lashing Light,'' tiio 
a^linan's fafcgiiaid agaiust the danger of (he nigh*. 

K5firtimait,[i. village ur hamlet, prettily Bit uatcilia one of theunniLTous coves 
of the excellent haibour from which it lakes its name, derives its tnpjiort fron 
the prescuce of Ikr .Majaatj'a ships, and from the mail steamers which here 
Inild their maiU and passeugers, these towiia aru connected by a ^jod, iie'.r, 
vaggun road, which has j>ist been completed. 

[IB capnbilitioa bs a li3,rbour, and' (hu prolmbi titles of ite bting a pl.tcc at 
great imporCanco hare been alreudy atiited. The po^liion is uarivr.llcd es the 
site of ft magnificent town, atiaot a mils on Ihe road to Victotia, a most favour- 
shle position, with a Ii[,d t sandy and gravelly soli ixi^tiug. 

The town of Naiiaimo hoa been aiso alluded to,it po,=3e:i..e.^, at present, chielly 
B mining poptihilion, but \i the ouuleus of a great town, ttiu ccnii-e of a cnlli- 
Vatcd agricultural district. 

The Cuverciiient of VnncQnvet Island is TeGteil in a Oovernor appointid l.j 
the Queen, in a Legislatirn Council and House of Assembly, 

The Ijegialativo Council is cumposcd of five mumhcr?, iiomhiaicd by ihe 

The IIduso of Awnmbly coneisU at iireaacl of thirteen members ticcted by 

The following list ii-ill show the atcas in eqnnrc milei of the towns nnd 
diatrlols cct^irnlng members, with Iha nnmber of vutf rs in each : 

Name of Town or nuttict. Area. No. of Volers. No. of Mtnbcts. 

Victoria Town 3 sqr. inilea - 

'■ Diilrict 13 " . ■ . 

KiqriimP.lt To«Q I ■' 



The House of A.jseir.bly, presided oyer by n ?poakar 
In the Appcn.'Jx >,'o. G will hu fuund a 
iiKO the bcsiudin^ of the fici:: aesiioii in 
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A Colonial Secretar;- and a Colonial TreMnnt preside orer Special DepaM- 
tnentg, an iUaiuej Qeasral, > Begistrar Oeaeral, and Clefk of tho Writs, 
complete the staff. 

The JoDioiiBY of the colony dates from an order in Council of 4tb of April, 
18&G, vrhea Her Majesty "did conslitats a Supreme Court of Civil Justice of 
the colon; of TancouTer Island, with a chief justice of said court, a Regiatru 
of said court, and a sheriff of TancouTer lelaad." "And Her Majest/ did 
farther authorize and empower said Supreme Court to approve and admit Bar- 
risters and Solicitors, the rotmar to be members of tbe Inna of Ooort of Eng- 
land and Ireland, or Advocates in the qnarter SeBsiouB of Scotland," kc, Ac. 

Bf Patent from the Governor the functions of the Chief Justice are <»- 
tended to criminal matters. 

The common law of Enftland is in forco as were also tho statutary lawa, op 
to the time a Legislative Council and Assembly were given. 

There arp two branches of the Supreme Court, viz " the Sapreme Court " 
And the Summary or Inferior Court. 

The former has original Jurisdiction in all matters involving the recovery of 
a aum ciceeding fifty Pounds with an appellate jurisdiction from its interior 
broncli to an amount of £50. The inferior branch has an original jurisdiction 
in all matters up to £50. The Chief Justice also acta under Patent from the 
" Oovernor as Judge of the vice-Admiralty Court of Vancouver Island. 

There is a Police Magistrate with an efScient constabulary force. Fonr or 
fire persons bold commissions as Justices of the Peace, whoso duties are 
confined lo Victoria and Esquimalt. There is also one for Nanaimo and one 
for Barclay Sound. There are three practising Bnrrislers and fonr practising 
Solicitors. 

Taking into consideration tho natnre of the population of Tanconver, 
varying as it does through every degree of civilization from savage life upwards 
ftnd aiQongat representatives of nearly every nationality under the Bun, it 
would not be a matter of surprise if the STiilSTICS of Cbime, ia a colony so 
situated, were found to be large in their relative proportions. 

But, as shown by the ahstract of charges against convictions and sentencei. 
Appendix No. T, for a period of years, these statistics, when weighed by the 
number of charges are found to be in no way remarkable, and certainly show 
a smaller amount of crime than might have been anticipated. 

The charges before the Police Magistrate resolve themselves into the follow- 
ing categories, viz., Misdemeanours, Common assault, Assault with weapons, 
Larceny, Felony, Selling Spirits to Indians, Recovery of Wages, Desertion. In 
the year 1S59, the charges nnder theie heads were 1048, of these S32 wer« 
convicted, 316 acquitted. 1860, in this year, charges were T58, cnnvictions CIS 
acquittals 230. In 1861, up to June, there were 399 charges, 306 convictions 
and 93 acquittals. 

An examination of the calendar shows that the crimes brought for trial 
to the Assizes, were Murder, Latceny, Perjnry, Burglary, and obtaining good* 
on false pretences. 

From Nov. 1860 to Nov. 18«1, the cases triad of all classes, numbered 51, 
of these 18 were convicted, sentence of death being in no case carried into 
eiecntion during that period, the Bevareat sentences being 18 montha and two 
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jv&ri' Irepriionment with bar<l labour, S3 cbici ^cra difCharf^ ettfawtbroDglt 

•equitul, or " no prceecution " diirine the present jear. 

Thi DirriBiNT Rilioiods Dbkohixatioks are thue reptcMoted in VancouTcr 
IsUnd. Clmreli at Eaglaiid, Cburch of Rome, WesIeyMD, CoDgregatiooal, Pres- 
byterian, and Hebrew. Tbe EpUcopaliun Cburcbes are each under the super- 
inteadaBceara Bishop, with efficient staffs oi Paracliiai and miBsionary Clergy. 
Tbe otiier CoBgregatiocB ari! very ably dire<'.t«d, and are under the spiritaal 
gntilaQce of earaeet, intellectual, edicient Pastors. The Hebrew communitjr 
bas many membeia. 

Tbe great majaritj' of the natives are in a state of heatheniam ; vigoroas 
nissionai-y elfaits art, however, being made by both the charcbes of England 
and of Rome to reclaim them— ediicalional being combined with spiritual in- 

EoDCiiTtos and its cost form considerations of the highest importance, 
and give serious thauglit to every parent and guardian of yoBth. It is p er- 
biips the first care tliat troubles the aniioiis mind ofthemao about to emi- 
grate, about to expatriate hiniself, and perhaps cut off from his children those 
advantages which lie hiiHself has enjoyed, and of which he kn<>«s tbe valne. 
He looks back to tlie days of bis oivn hopefitl youth aud pupilage, and eanieetly 
desires for his offspring, the same if not greater educational advantages. And 
knowing bow niucb their moral nu<t intellettHal worth, will be influenced and 
aCTected by suitable menus ol menial culture, be naturally looks around when 
eeeking a new home, for one which will provide tbe great blessing of a good 
education for bis family. 

In this important respect tbe Colony of Vancouver Island ta pacnliarly 
favoured. The value and necessity ot a goad sound educati»D has been fully 
recognised, and in Victoria the means of obtaining this inestimable blessing, 
meet the requirements of all classes ; they are in fact equal ti> tho ordinary 
facihtii'S of tlie largest communities in Grcnt Britain. 

A system of District Schools inaugurated by the Hon. Hudson's Bay Company, 
and for a time meeting all the wants of the community, ciists in tbe eolony. 

The capabilities of these schools as a mcnns of instruction are well shewn 
in the interesing report, by the Rev. the Acting Superintendant (appendix 
No. 8.) The establishment of an educational system on a broader baus is now, 
however, contemplated. 

A Collegiate School for boys, and a " Ladies College," bare been eetablished 
in Victoria — the former conducted by Clergymen, men of high scholastic 
attainments ; the latter, by Ladies, devoted to their important dutiei. 

An eicamination of the "Published Prospectus "of these admirable institu- 
tions, as given in Appendix No. ?, will better show tbe nature and wope of 
the course of instruction than any description can, and gttaranteed, as these 
■cbools are, by tbe high respectability, and distinguished BobolarBhip which 
euperiotend their interests, do naan need fear bnt thai tbe mental require 
ments and endowments of his cbildren will be met, and find expansion in tb* 
Colony of Vancouver. 

Tbe Koman Gatbotic Cbnrcb kas, under tbe Erection of tts Bishop, a very 
efScieut system of schools. A gicls' school presided over by Sisters of Charily 
wa« establishrd in I8G8, and a bo.ys' sdiool wai opened in tbe folloiring year. 
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The miittotiftiy effbrts of this Chnreh tunonKst the heathen are Ter;f pt«i«»> 
worlhf, and thair gchools Rre well attended. 

Aa independent Inatitntion, called the CantralSchooI, conducted oQ the 
UaaadUa srstem, hu lately been opened, 

Soodaj ijchoola are conducted b; ladies and teachers, members of the dif- 
fbrent chnrches. There is, on all hands, a genenl recogaition and Jast appre* 
ciation of the inc&Icnlable benefits and advanti^es to be derired from a liberal 
and religious edncation, nnd there is no doubt but that ae the Colonj- advances, 
■o will the ednratioaal institutions expand. 

The Literary pcodnctioos of the colony are at present limited to two daily 
newspapers, which have each a weekl; as well aa daily issue. The BritUh 
ColoHitt and Daily Preti, are the two enterprising papers which represent the 
"Fourth Estate." The former was started in December IBSS as n weekly 
paper, in Hay, 1659, it was published three limes a week, in July 1B60, fire 
times a week. In January 1861, it became a daily pnper with a weekly issne. 
The original circulation was 200, the daily and weekly together {according to 
editorial statement) now number 4000. The prices charged are, for the daily, 
fa 03. Od, for the weekly, £1 4s. Od. per annum. 

The I>ailt/ Pren, was started oa the 8th or March, 1B61, as a three-times a 
week paper, but altera month found it necessary not only to enlarge but to issue 
daily. It has a semi-ireekly issue for British Columbia and foreign circalation. 

It is worthy of note, as shewiog the interest taken by ail classes of the com- 
munity In literary and scientific pursuits, that a series of Winter Erening Lec- 
tures are now being delivered once a fortnight in Victoria. The subjects 
lectured on up to this time are "Poetry," "History," "Popular Novelists," 
"Geology," "Chivalry," "British Civilization," and the programme con- 
tains further, "Mineralogy," and "Reminiscences of a Military Chaplain." 
These lectnres have been genemlly well attended. 

A belief in the salubrity of the climate of Vancouver was long ago expressed, 
and the experience of the last few years, when an increase ot population bas 
given a better means of judging, has amply confirmed the impressions and 
assertions of those who first became acquainted with the region, tfo endemic 
disease is known, and tlie only epidemics that have as yet visited the Island 
bave been Influeusa, 9mall-pox (amongst the natives), and the milder forms of 
in fa atile diseases — such as Measles, &c., &c. 

With SDCfa a population, hon-ever, as i!< to be found in the neighbourhood 
of all gold regions, especially where the deleterioas nature of the alcoholic 
drinks indulged in and the licentiousness of the snt^onuding savago life which 
prevails, are taken into account, it is not to be wondered at that even in this the 
most salubrious of climates, much disease and misery should eiist. With the 
exception however of the diseases induced by and accompanying the above 
forms of vice, the list of " ills that flesh is heir to" is in this country, sniatl, 
and conSned chiefly to pulmonary and rheumatic affections. These occur in 
every degree of intensity and variety of complication, all, however, amenable 
to treatment, except in constitntioos nndermined by syphilis and poisoned by 
alcohol. These affections of the respiratory organs, pneumonic, bronchitic, 
and plearitic, are due no doubt to sudden alternations of temperature acting 
•a cbllitatad (tames, and the rheumatic aCTections, irrespective of the ^teial 
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cUnTaeier which diBtiiigaishea moat of them, to andue eipoaare to wet and 

The remarks already made on the pecuiiar nature of tba cHmate of the 
eoatb-ea9tera eitremitj' of the Island, will readily eipluln to the [nqalrer ths 
reoaon wUy at Victoria such diseassE should be the preraleot types ; the hot 
euD aod cold winds of the summer ahd autumnal littoral climate, and tha 
humid winter season, shew the atmospbeHc influences which are in operation 
on the bnman frame. AC the same time it must be borne in mind and kept in 
view, thai these causes by no means exist to equal force all over the Island, 
and that their injurious inSnence is exerted only on constitutions debilitated 
by previous diaease or by inlemperance. 

The sutistionl returns from one of Her Majesty's ships lying in the harbour 
of Esquiraalt, give, during a period of twelve months a fair criterion by which 
to judge of the nature of the climate in bo far as regards its salubrity. 

Bicludiag from these returns all such cases as are due to accident or othtr 
cnnseis not purely climatorial, it Is found that out of a ship's company num* 
bering on an average about 500 men, tbere were entered on the Sick List dat- 
ing that period of time, two hundred and thirty-three cases of slight catarrhal 
affections — of diseases of the nervous, respiratory, and digestive systems; 
for rheumatism and all such complaints, in fact, as can be fairly regarded as 
being attributable to, or materially influenced by, climatorial agencies. 

Of those cases of sickness two hundred and five were discharged to duty, 
twenty were sent ashore for the benefit of hospital treatment, all but one 
recovering, and eight were invalided either as incurable, or requiring hospital 

At a first glance, the above list, taken relatively to the number of indivi- 
duals comprising tbe ship's Company may appear large, but a consideration of 
the nature of a military service will shew that its aggregate of sick will always 
be HumtricaUy larger than that of a corresponding community in civil life — 
since, from the nature of the service, men who could do an ordinary day's 
nork ashore, must be entered on the sick list simply from inability promptly 
and quickly to perform their duties ; the best criterion, therefore, of the gravity 
of the attacks occurring under tbe above different nosological categories, will 
be found in tbe aggregate and separate number of days' sicknesB ; 1818 in ths 
former, giving an average of seven and one-half day's sickness for each cue, 
but one death {at hospital,) most of the cases invalided being subjects of orig- 
inally debilitated constitution!, and aged men suffering under chronic diseases. 
The whole state of the case amounts to seven or eight days' slight illness in th« 
year from feverish colds , coughi, and rheumatic complaints, in 233 cases out 
of about 500 men. 

Tbe medical profession is represented by practitioners from varlons conn- 
tries, the field is quite open to all or any qualification, no legislative enact- 
ment existing for tha protection of the duly educated and legally qualified 
medical man, nor. ia this important partic,ular, for the community at laige. 

An Hospital, originating in the benevolent eiertions of the Chaplain to tbs 
Budaon's Bay Company and the Police Magistrate of Yictoria, was establllfaad 
temporarily in a small building in the Town of Victoria In the year 185S. !■ 
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IT vf tfta fblTowibg 7c*rr ' bailding cupnbU of proTtding ai 
datioafcrtweDt; patieoia, was elected bj Uig EieeUencj tba QoTcrnor on the 
Indiaa ResciiF, at an eipense of Wtw<-en £400 and £500. The inititiltloii 
thai establiBbed in supported \iy sabecriplioni and donations, and i^ under the 
■aanageinent of a ConHnittm electdl aarinaDf Ijj the Bobscribets, (be niedkal 
care anl superviBiou being (egted in one or other of the reeideDt pntctitioaera 
■a Victoria, wh6, aiternalel;, taiic nonthlj cbnrge. 

Since the opening of this hospital 3G0 patients bare been admitted, and bd 
tqnol number of out-door cases have been trealed. The diseases hare been of 
a pneial character, such a> are met with in all coniainnitieB, the owjoritj 
keing acute and eub-acate forms of rbemnntisnt with itelKrious camplwatienB, 
theit aS'ecliiOQS, and ■ few cotes of paralysis. 

The great proportion of csseg bate done well, but Ihe "lacnle" »r 
the bospita! is bad lor rbeat or rheumatic complnints ; situated ea a promon- 
tory washed bj the frigid sea water and exposed lo the bleak spriog MUll-erl; 
winds, the patients malie bat a lingering convalegceace. 

This is the onlj public etiariUble institution, and it is Bpeciallr intended 
fbr the case of the sick needing abeller. surEicsi and medical treatment ; but 
tat the provision of the distressed, to the high henonr of the communit}' be it 
■atd,. no special instiliUioD is lequired; an opau handed churitj pervades all 
classes, which cbeeifullj affordo Bssistance to honest poverty, or soothes the 
•orrows of nnlookad lor misfoitnne. 

Tt has been, stated to be the intention of the Imperial GoTemmeul to 
establish in Vancouver a sanntarium for the restoration of Ibe health of 
invalid* ftom the forces serving in India and China — tba plan if carried out 
will he found to succeed admirably. For nit diBeases of fuactienai derange- 
ment and nervous debility the climate i^moet euitabl'', eminently pastaking; of 
that {treat qualification remarked some two hundred years ugo ef Eaglsnd, by 
a Royal personage, B keen obstner, "A climate that a man can be out of 
dMn in every day of the year." Bxeu for chest nffeetions man; nost desir- 
able localities can be-poinled eMi-undalaling land, sheltering bills, gravel 
■oil, fragrant pine wood«, fiagnat even to oppressiveness in the balmy north- 
ern breezes of summer. Removed from the sea-cowt the sudden alternations 
of heat and cold would \a a great ntfasnre be avoided, and the open oBt of 
dooi lite, so generally pmsoed in near aolonies bv all people, would soon set 
np thfl shattered ft'amea of invalids from Ibe tcopics, restore the weakened 
nerrsu power and remove hepatic and other obstmctians. 

The energy, the bustle of the struggle of life going on around him, would 
lOuse the dormant mental powers ef the bypachondriae ; while the new scenes, 
the new views of life and of huni*n nature which forcibly strilie the obierrer 
in air young coloniee, wootd given wholesome action tohia mind, and a healtb- 
fnt tone to>his ft^me. 

Such an iastilntinn as here spoken of could be nowhere mare conveniently- 
or advantageously placed' than in 'Vancoavei'rsland. The only (TrawbackwoaM 
be tbo temptation- to desert owing to the protimity of the gold' fields. 

AanictrLTUBi, BOldihos or Land, ko., &0-. — The soils wkiofa are fonod an 
TiBCODVer Island have been alieady desctibed m consisUng of sanS and 
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griiTel deposits, of landf loftms, Borne of them csleUeoas, ftnd, In nuy pHcet, 
of a re r; rich deposit Of bum us or Tegeuble mof M OTtrl^ing a aubioil ot 
retentive cUf . 

The origiB of these aoila t» due to the snRds, grk'rels aod cUji of th« 
botilder drift, to the decomposition nnd disintegration of the bed rocka, aad to 
the decay of vegetiiblc matrer growing on the surface. 

The land already taken ap and occupied is held bj compaaiea and private 
individuals, the cbii-f holders bein^ the Hedson's Bay nnd Puget Soun4 Com- 
panies. It is dislnbuted in larger nod Einciller portions, the above companiet 
holding rejpeclively 7,000 npd 2,000 to 3,000 acres. These companies and 
indi'vidnals hold by purchase, originally at the rate of £1 per acre, but tbiB, 
hovever, has been since reduced to an op^et price of one dollar, or font 
shillings and twbpence per ncie. There are holdings of land from one hundred 
to four hundred acres, a few amount to opwards of one thousand acres. 
There arc also many farms of f^m forty to one hnndred acres enclosed and 
Br.der cillivated grasses and roiatioQ crops. Lands occupied by tenants are 
generarty held by agreement from year lo year, and rente are paid in 
money. In all farming op<fralioDS the same tools nnd implements are made 
use of as iu Great Britain. In preparing the land the following measures are 
necessary aad genernlty adopted : 1st— Bonlder and other loose surface stoneS 
are carefully removed, and for this as well as clearing the land of stumps, 
Indian labour is available. 2nd — It is necessary to clear the land, with pick- 
aies, of bedded boulders, the presence of which would not be known until the 
plough came in contact with them. Ditching and draining are the next steps, 
and the land is then broken up by the plough with a yoke of bullocks, wbich 
are mnch preferred to the horses of this country on account of their steadier 
drnughl. 

The land is now left hs a summer fallow until the early part of October, 
when Ihe grain is pat into tlic ground. The crops generally raised are— wheat, 
barley, oats, and peas. The green crops are — turnips (Swedes), mangel wurtiel, 
vetcbes, potatoes, and all kinds of vegetables ; cabbages, and pumpkini, 
attaining a very great siie. Of the cereals, wheat does beat; of The leguminous 
plnnls, peas are the most profitable. 

Nowhere does the potato flourish more, or attain a better flnvonr; it is 
grown in groat quantities by the natives on all parts of the coast. The Hydati 
Indians of Queen Gbarlotte's Island hold an annual potato fair, matomen 
reaching them from Fort Simpson on the mainland. 

The rotation of crops in virgin soil ia^whcat after fallow, tben a crop of 
peas, wheat again or oata, and then a fallow is made for turnip, and by this 
time the land wilt be pretty clean. After (urnips, a crop of barley or oats, 
[spring sown], is raised and followed by potatoes, the land being well man- 
ured and thoa mended. After (his, farmiug operations are conducted on the 
same rotation four coarse system as iu Great Britain. 

Threshing is done by machine, but in some cases the Sail is still used. 

The average production of wheat is twenty-five to thirty bushels per acre, 
t41ba. totbe bushel; of oats, forty basbelsper acre, weight 36 to 46 lbs. Pota- 
toaa two hundred baaheli per acre, and of very superior quality ; all vegetable! 
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BDCceed mach better inlVancoaver than in Oregon or Wasbitigton Terrilory, 
The followioE are the asuA qoaatitiea of seed bowd per acre; — of wheat oae- 
kud a half buihels, barlej two and a half, oats two and a half to tbree bnsheU, 
peaa two to two and a half bnshels, vetclies two and a half. The jield of 
barlej Tariea according to the GultiTatlon of the land from 24 up to 40 bnihels 
per acre. 

All fruit trees bear profuaely and the fruit is of the fioeet qnallt;. 

The animals emplojed in the field and farm ;ard, are horse!), ozen aad 
muleE, the latter being of great end special value. Pigs are eaiUj reared, and 
ponltrj also. 

Sheep generally do wcl), the Sooth Down especiallj, which do best, the 
Merino sbeep beinji too looee in Ibe wool to suit the wet winter climate. — 
Fleeces are light, tbe qualitj of tike wool good. The nteat ie excellent, of the 
finest and most delicate flaroc — &1 to kill at two years old. There are about 
COOOsbeepoQ TanconTerand tbe neigbbonring Islands. Theannnal increase is 
about 90 per cent. Lambs are dropped about the beginning of Apcil — a favour- 
able season, and little loss is eiperiencpd, except from the occasional attacks 
of native dogs or wildaninidls. Some of the finest South Down Rams have 
been imported at a great expense by the Badson's Bay, and Puget Soand Com 

Large herds of cattle exist in the mounUiis in a wild state, haTing strayed 
from the difFerent farms and settlements. 

Agriculture is progressing snd is looked on most favorably, kept back at 

present, only by the scarcity of labour, and consequent high rate of wages, and 
by the want of roads. 

An Af^cnltural and Horticoltural Societr has been formed, and was very 
anccessfiilly inangarated in tbe autumn of tbe present year. 7be first exbibi' 
tioa was held in October, prizes being awarded to the exhibitors of the best 
horned cattle, sheep, stalliouB, and brood mares, (thoroogh bred and for farming 
purposes) and also far pigs. Amongst tbe cereals — for wheat, barley, and 
oats, aa d amongst the legominous plants ,for field peas ; of the root and 
leaf-plaotE — for Swedish and bullock turnips, parsnips, mangel-wurtzet,CBrrota 
beets and potatoes, eabbnges, squashes, celtry and tomatoes. 

Fruit culture will prove a valuable and paying branch of indnstr;. In this 
particular tbe capabilities ot Vaucouvec Island excel those of tbe continent ; 
and this may prove an article of export, though agricultural products generally 

CuRRKKor. The chief diScuIty to be met with ii tbe matter of tbe enrrency 
IS the tact, that the lega! nontj of actomtt, vi» ; £ s. d. is losufflcientjy repre- 
sented by coins, so that a legal tender for any Urge amounl, baring ^eCional 
parts of a pound sterling can haidly be made. 

As tbe laiT stands at present, this ditBcutty can only be removed by coining, 
or else Importing sterling coins, either of which proceedings would be expen- 
sive, the former would not coat less than 4 per cent., the latter aboot 1 per 

The only other method of remoTing the diOicalty, wooFd beto dechtrs tha 
dolLai legal money of aceountas well as tbe pottud sterltttg-.) 
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One af the greatest obstacles la amogiag tbe curi«acies of Uie Colou!«B, 
baa invsriablf arisen out of the anomaly of tbe moDej of acconnt being efa 
different denoniiiiatioD from the coins !□ circula^ou. And tbe experience of 
other Btitish Colonies sbeus the necessity of adopting for Vancoaver as tbe 
money of account, that denomination whicb is beet rcpreseated b; coins, ot at 
least adopting both systems — ^as the legal monies of account. 

That Vanconver is at libi^rty equally with other British North American 
Colonies, to adopt tbe latter plan, thwe cannot be a doubt. Tbe intrinsic par 
between the two currencies, nhich is Acknowledged all over tbe coatinent of 
Kortb America, including the British Provinces, is 9} pet cent, premium on 
tbe old Federal Par. and is thus calculated. 



sterling. 




$144 44 Federal Uoaer. 
e half per cent. 42 22 



ThisParof fichanga 
British aovereign coatuln 

grains fine gold. 
American half Eagle " 

flno gold. 

Hence, 113 025 : £1 : 


s reriied by r 

s 113 25-1000 

116 1-IOgrs 

117 100, or 


efereuco to the coins, tbui 
U6.100: $5 ;; 113.025 


)I15.1l)0(l.l)27— £1 Oei 




5 


113.02S 




)5e5.135(4.86 
464.400 


307509 






226050 




10072B0 






928800 


814600 






791175 




784509 
ti 93600 

$5-£l 6J £10 



Tbe pieaent Sclttioas puof $5 )»er poand sterling, has atendenc; to inun- 
date the circolation of tbe Colony with depreciated sovereigns, which have 
long been in circulation an the Pacific coast, in Australia and elsewhere, and 
tbif will ultimately tell against foreign exchange, If these coins are not replaced 
by new sovereigns. Accoant soles areinvariably rendered in doUarB and cents, 
and to tbe commercial commanity it is of great importance that It should con< 
Unue ta be so, preventins general iaeonveaience in the trade between this and 
neighboring American states, wUck is very large and rapidly increasing. 

About thirty per ceat. of tbe sovereigns, in circulation in this colony of 
Vancouver, are under the legal weight, which is vquiralent to a deduction of 
aBe«Bd> half percent, at tbe Bank of Bnj^d. 
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At the aforesaid Par t&e difl^rent ctniw would itaiid retaltrei; tbtii ; 
£1 0— $4,866 Or, £2 1 1}— $I0- 

10 0— 3.433 1 6}— 6. 

1 0— 0.243 10 3J— 2.50 

fi— 123 4 ij— 1. 

1— 020 «i— 0.01 

Capital commanda a high rate of inierTst, 35 to IB per cent, per nnnnni 
can b« oblamfd on the lot BtcantiCB. Tbr RrciHrant of Cspilal ia sbown bj 
lbs faet, Ibat oa on« oecnaian, Qmcrnnieat revfriiring' mon^j, e-ven on Bach 
•ecuritj it emild ontj be (rbtaioeA al tbe mie ot 24 per «eat. per BDoam fvr 
foDr months. 

The interest afmooej and incrr-nsed vnluf of inrestratnits in property, haiie 
■inee 1858 realized from IS to 30 pfr cent, per annnm. 

Any person cocBinj; ont to tbiB coTonj and Brinfrinf; from two (o tbree (lion- 
■and ponnds can obtain for that sum Trom £300 to i4DD per annnra bj paUiDg 
out bis money at interest on good eeenrity. 

The weigfata and meaaitres of tbe colony ar« Imperial, tlion|;b in praetiee 
Ihe American gaflon which ia onc-ffflh less is freqnentty nsed *y agreeniriil . 

Public (eeliog is strongly in favonr of a decimal currency. Aoconnta are 
kept In dollars and cents, by wholesale a a well as retail dealora. GoTern- 
ment alone keeping accoimts in £ a. d. 

Tbaimi anb Comkebcb. — PosBessinp; at Yirtoria n Fr^c Port, Iho Colony of 
TancouTflr enjoys nn imninnily from all reslrictire duties on trade and com- 
merce, and, consiJoTing ber geographrcnl poailion, notbiTrg could bare beon 
more wisely determined on. For, great as are tlie inducenients (o agricallor- 
ists of a certain class to come and take' posaession of tbe virgin soil ot the 
fertile vsileya and plains, yet it mnat always be remembered Ibiit these at the 
beat are bnt limited, nnd thftt ngricnltnral pnrsoils muEl per forcf (uke a 
lecondary position to thoae of traiic nnd commerce in tbe colony of VanconTer. 

Situated as it were on tbe bigbwaj between two great gold prodiicinff 
eonntries, ber capital Victoria, tbe sen-port of tfje TBst region* of British Co- 
lumbia, serves aa a dep6t or mediom for tli6 interchange of commodities. 

Already ibeinSiienca of Victoria as o commercial dep4t is felt in Orrgoa 
Md Waabingtou Territory, and is now bernsr acknowledged in California. 

A San Francisco news pn per — IJEcho dtiPacifii: — of this year, thus states the 
ease: October 30, 1831 — " Heretqfbre goods niighl rBmaio in bond three yeora 
without payit^ duties ; now the lernj is restricted lo thrte nnratha, and as eon- 
■ignees are not always disposed to pnythelarge amminl of duties they would 
ke called upon to advance, the above restrictive measure will have the effect 
•f throwing tfiis business into tbe hands ol parties in some otlier place, where 
the laws ara mere liberal. Commerce has neither country or affections, all it 
wanta ia freedom, if thai is taken froia it in one place, it wilt seetc it in 
another. 

" For tbia reason it wonM appear that Victoria, a Free Port, will proSl by 
wbat San Francisco will lose, as the shipper will find there the advantages 
which are refused to him here, and tbere (i. t. Victoria) will be Ihe depSt of 
the Pacific Coast." 

It la uated that the French meitbanls ot San Fiancisco ik tb< proiprct cf 
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having to pay these duties, contenipliitB directing their next impartat[oa< 
'•to Victoria ; these facts speak for tliemselves. 

The chiel ailment brought forward by those who advocate the abolition ol 
ihe present Free Port flystera is biiaed upon the belief, that no country can 
continue to prosper or become wealtby, witbout ngricultural resources. And 
accordingly, protection iias generally been extended to the agriculturist. 

However applicable the principle may be to a country having nithin itself 
n!l' the elements of BeIf-3up[iort, it does not carry with it the .'iinic weight or 
importance, when applied apeoialiy to the developtoent of the resources of 
Vancouver Island. 

The agricultural portion of IlerMajesty's dominionson this side of thejRocky 
Mountains, has been unnaturally and n nw is eiy severed from what is destined 
to be the mercantile and manu'itcturing districts. 

This is self-evident if the geogruphicol position of Vanconve r Island, form- 
ing as it does the natural sen-board of British Columbia, is considered, thus, 
nith the navigation of the Pacific, commanding mercantile facilities, while her 
extensive coalfields will necessarily attract manufacturiiig populutioo and 
capital. 

It can never he for (he good of the agricultural interest to discourage tha 
industry o[ the larger — the mercantile class of the communiiy — because 
the greater the facilities granted to the trading population, the cheaper will 
the farmers be supplied, not only wltli foreign go:)ds, but with the manufac- 
tured produce of their own countrj-. 

Duller a Protective Tariff, the agriculturist will not neressarily enjoy ft 
high price for his produce. He will have to pay higher tiiies, because the pro- 
portion of farmers to the commercial class, will always bo sinitU in Vancouver, 
and the oppression of the interests of the larger class, will fail bcuvily on the 
saialler, as well as on tha individual. 

If the agricultural interests sulfer from the present Free Trude system, they 
would languish and die if commerce were discouraged ; their markets woulc 
be altogetlier removed by the withdrawal of mercaotile capital and population. 
Whatever encourages commerce, directly encourages agrieulture. 

British Columbia has great mineral wealth, and abundant iigricultiirHl re- 
sources. Vancouver Island has great mineral wealth, agricultural reiource;, 
Bad vast comuierci.xl capabilities. Her «i(ini3.'e destiny is clear — it la nothing 
less, than to be the great commercial mart of tho world, to supply the PaciSo 
with the mnnufacturcs of the world. 

A pure!}- mercantile or manufacturing country can generally procure food 
at a cheaper raie from one that is devoted to agriculture than she can raise it 
for herself, and the only disadvantage arising from Ibis division of labour, 
would be the danger of war cutting off the supplies. 

The rehitions which exist between Vrtnconver Island and Flritish Columbia, 
prevent the possibility of such n contingency, and the special capabilities and 
resources of the two Colonies clearly shew their mutual dependence upon, 
•nd relation to, each other. 

The scope of this assay does not admit of a full consideration of the whols 
bearings of the case, and the great and manifest importance of the ImmcdiatB 
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jUDCtiou uf llie two Colonies which might be earnestly nrg^d, can b« here 
onl/ inctdentftllj all'ided to, wli«n treating of the trade and comuierce of one. 

The Impor's and Exports of a countr; generally rurnisli the mesna of eati- 
tnnling and ecitiog fortli tlie exteat and nature of Hi commerce, but Tictaria 
being a Frco Fori, do accouat of the latter U taken, and it is impossible to 
arrive at any correct estimate of the amount of gold, furs, skins, hidee, wool, 
exported — these, with whale, seal aad fisb oils, coal, lumber, and spars from 
[ various parts of the Lnsolar coast liue, being shipped off annually, in great and 
iQcreasing quantities. 

The Imports, liowevcr, shew the amojint of foreign trade, and the Brit- 
ish Columbian irrports from Viiticourer, with the returns nndei the " Trades 
License Act," give an approximate ratio of the amount of business done in 
the home or colonial trade. 

The aggregate value of goods imported into the Colony of Vancouver for 
the period of twelve months ending 30th June, IbBQ, was £499,113 4s. Od. 

For the twelvemonths ending 31st December, 1861, £400,113 Oi. Od. (for 
puticulara, see Appe;idii:, No. 10. 

In 1860, the value of goods eiported to British Colunibia from Victoria, 
amouutsd to £201,712 ISe.Od. asper abstract of Imports into British Columbia, 
Appendix No. 11, the list comprising all classes of goods and commodities of 
life. 

Coder the Trades License Act, of 1860, returns are made half yearly, of the 
amount of business transacted, (as per act, "shall par half yearly an assess- 
ment upon the actual amount of the moaey, or equivaleot for money, which, 
during the three calendar months next preceding, shall have been received,") 
by merchants and traders of all classes, and, according to the scale already 
referred 10 under the head of "Employment of the People," a tax is imposed by 
Assessors appointed for that purpose, tbe amount of which tax must be paid 
into the treasury witbio ten days of the final passing of the asieeement by a 
Board of Kevision. 

Tlie Returns are for the quarter — the tax for the half year. 

According to these returns, it will be seen that for the three months ending 
31st December, 1860, the amount ot business transacted was £205,035. 

For the three months ending June 30th, 1861, £10S,IBI). 

For the three months ending December 31st, 1861, £19E,880. 

The analysis appended with these returns gives a clear view of the natara 
of the home trade as applied to the Colony, which is chiefly retail, but is not 
conflned to residents in Che island, purchasers from all the settlements in the 
Sound, (Washinglou Territory) being among tbe best customers that trades- 

The wholesale trade is cramped and limited in consequence of tha deGcient 
supply of goods, which are for the most part sent out in vessels of ■ very in- 
fterior description, miking long voyages, and often bringing domaged cargoes. 

As already stated, no account of exports being tales n, it is difficult, ioi- 
possiblo, indeed, to arnve at a.iything like a correct estimate of the amount of 
the most important item, viz. tbe gold in dust and bars brought Co, and ultimate- 
ly shipped from, Victoria. 
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Th« gold is brouglit front British Columbia lo Victoria b; the miners, nnd 
there a small portion ia sold, but the great bulk goea to San Fraucisco, na 
does ultimately that portion purchased in Victoria. 

In I860, the Talae of the gold obtained from Cariboo and otber diggings 
in tbe upper country of British Columbia, was computed at a nilllloa sterling. 
For the present year, 1861, nothing to be relied on as to the quantity pro- 
duced, can be ascertained, but not less than twice that amoDut must be taken 
as thelowcEt computation. 

Cariboo coarse dust is Bold ia Victoria at from $15 50 to SlT 50 per oz. 
Amalgam gold on tbe Fraser River, at from $14 to $15 per ox. Were it pro- 
perly retorted, which it ia not, this gold would be worth $1" per oz. 

Tbe coaree gold found on the western aids of tbe Blue tlountain range, 
(the Cariboo gold range), is leaa ralnable tbao tbat found on tbe Eastern side, 
lying between tbe abore raage and the Rocliy Mountains. This interioritj is 
owing to the quantity of lilrer miied with it, and it only fetches from $15 BO 
to $16 25 per oz. 

Tbe finest gold of all bag been found in Lightning nnd Nelson Creeks — 
areraging $tS BO in the bar, some of it as high as 920 " flae," about 22^ 
earati. Some of the fine amalgam gold on the Fraser River, runs as high ai 
900 "fine." 

The gold assayed in Victoria, and run into bars, is ultimately sent to Cali- 
fornia, and generally sold at a discount of between 2 and 3 per cent, on stamp 
"on bar." This discount ia owing to the scarcity of coin. If there were 
sufficient coin in the place, the bars would be sold at about one per cent, dis- 
count, to cover rate of eichange or coinage, at the mint of San Franuisco, or 
in Victoria, did tbe place possess such an eslablisbment. 

The establishment of a mint in Vancouver Island, is a vexed question ; ia 
some respects it would increase trade, especially in so far as dealers in gold 
and assayers are concerned, being at the same time na advantage to the miner 
by saving one or two per cent, discoant, and it would undoabtedly tend to im- 
prove Victoria and Vancouver generally, by increasing population. If there 
were coins to purchase gold, that mPtal would be bought and transmitted by 
merchants as casb in payment of goods, and so, differences in ralel of eichange 
would bo saved. Tbe gold thus retained for a time, would of course ulti- 
mately be taken away. The only permanent retention ol that metal in the 
shape of coin, will depend on and follow the development of the agricultural 
and manufacturing resources of British Columbia and Vancouver Islnnd. 

Tbe mint in San Francisco, charges one quarter per cent, for assaying, and 
one-hair per cent, for coining, three-quarters per cent, in all, making a relora 
of the silver which they part. The returns are modo in from 12 to 15 days, 
and the silver generally fouod In Galifornlan gold dust pays tor assaying, lO 
that the total expense is only one-balf per cent. 

For assaying in Victoria, tbe charge of one-qnarler per cent. Is made on all 
■nms above BO oz. Silver ia not parted; tbe parcbnsei of the bar (stamped 
intrinsic gold value), getting the benefit of the quantity of that metal therein 
contained. Thus, a bar bearing 800 on the face of it, purchased in Victoria 
at 2 pel cent, disconnt, and sold in San Francisco when the par valat is SSO 



bXiOO^IC 



*' Bub," would b« making } p«r cent, on tbe fac« of the bar. And If tbe lane 
party were purcbasing a bar 900 " flna," and selling It in San Francisco at the 
same par ralae (850 "Bne,") ba would be loains a halt per cent. 

Par value 19 explained in this way— If par value in San Francisco be esti- 
tnated br bankers and olbers drawing drafts, at S50 par, all bars under tbat 
«tamp of " fineness," stand at a premium, 835 " fine." would be one-quar'^r 
per cent, 800 " fine," half per cent., and 7&0 one percent., beeauae the amount 
of silver in the bar iacrenses as the " fine" nuuber decreases, and this pre- 
mium is pnjing the silver in the bare. 

On Che contrary, the bare increasing in fineness ffonid be at a discount, 
because, bcjond 8f>D par, there is not silver enough to cover the rr>te ot ei' 
change. Sometimes tbe bars run up to 010 par, when the demand is heavy. 

One of the Asan;in<; firms ia Victoria, nssayed and melted 750 ounces of 
gold weekly between tbe months of Uarcb and September of the present year; 
in October, of Cariboo gold, within a fraction of ten thousand ounces mas 
melted. Another nssayiog firm has done much tbe same amount of business. 

Ae already stated, it ia impossible lo arri^'e at any just estimate o( tbe 
amount ot gold brought to Victoria this yeiir;ivhen successful, tbe miners' 
usual rule is secrecy, and tbe want of coin in Victoria for (he purchase of tbe 
" dusl," hns compelled them to lake a grent proportion of it to San Francisco, 
One enterprising firm nione, from August, 1858 to llie present time (December, 
IBG<), lias shipped to San Francisco gold (iu:!t and bars to the aggregate 
amount of $3T50,ni 30~cqua1 to £.1o0,022 4 3 ; the details are given in 
Append!! So. 13. 

It is calculated that neiC year at least five times the number of miners 
ivill be assembled at the gold fields, and full tea times the amount of gold 
citrncled. A party of seven men wilb the money they made at Curlhoo, lately 
liift Victoria for San Francisco to bny 600 head of cattle and 1000 mules with 
which to return to British Columbia in the spring. Such preparation 
for exi^eneies likely to arise, aflords a good indication of what tbe 
probable iocrense of population will be during :be ensuing season. 

IJAKKISQ, Ac— Discounting is not in fashion with tbe bankers of Victoria. 
The exchange business ia chiefly with San Francisco; drafls on Portland, 
Oregon, U. S., are also freqiienlij in demand; tbe trade in exchange is 
increasing steadily, and will do so srill more, especially if a direct route bj 
steamships is opened via San Francisco to Panama. 

United Slates drafts are frequently in the market, andean be bought ot a 
discount of 3 to 5 per cent- 
Government and Xavy Bills are sold at from 1 per cent, discount to 1 per 
cent, premium, and remitted to Englnnd. Tliey torm the basis of nearly all 
the exchange required. Coin is wanied for both these descriptions of exchange ) 
it is scarce, ns it can generally be better employed in buying gold dust, drafts 
on rorlland and San Francisco. 

The Blink of British North America receives deposits for which a charge is 
mad* of one-fourtb per cent per month. It draws on Ibe principal commer- 
cial places in Canada and in Europe, issues notes of Eichanga, and diacounU a 
little ; but does not buy gold dust or bars. 

There is oua Dthcc Danlting establishment— -McDonald & Co.— doing bnsi- 
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neM in mach tba tame w«x, bat parchailaE goM dait And bait, drafring oii 
San Francisco and London, 

The Home of Wells, Fargo & Co., in Victaria,do a Banking and Exchange 
bnsioeBl. Tb«7 bu; and sell Bichangei, and gold in burs, drawing on San 
Francigco and other principal placeg. Tlie amoanC of gold shipped by tbit 
firm since Anjcast, 185B, has been given above. 

One great addilion to the exports will be found in copper ore, late diacocer> 
ies of which in Queen (Charlotte's tsland to the north, and at Barclaj- Sonnd 
in the Bouthweet of the Island give eicelleni promise of valuable lodes ; 
affording tbe means of stimutatinj; industry and extending commercd. 

Such, rapidlf sketched, is the state and conditiou of trade nnd commerce 
in the Colony of Vancouver, a state and condition at once surprising and grati- 
fyiog, when the youth of the Colonj, and the many drnirbacks consequent on 
distar.ce from, and difficult access to, the Mother Country are taken into ac- 
coont. Its present stage of development warrants the sure beliei in its great 
and immediate eipansioa. 

Vancouver, in ber commercial relations, bus a noble mission before hqr. 
As au outpost of (be Mother Country, this favored Island offers to tb» 
enterprising cmierant, to the true Colonial, who will make it bis home, an am- 
ple Held for all his energies. The centre and focus of trade of the Nortb-west 
Coast — tbe natural outlet for the stores of wealth produced and accumulated 
by fbe industry of man in the Canudas — Vnncouver will, in the coming 
time, radiate the light of civilization across the whole Nortbern PaciBc, nnd 
illuminate tbe dark and borbnrian shores of China and Jepao. Ever since tbe 
tdays of the nomadic Celts, the face of man hne k^ren lurncd to tbe Western 
Bun. Tbe dnwn of civilization, for those countries, has arisen in the East oa 
the shores of their own ocean, and civilized man, still looking West, will by 
means of trade and commerce, carry the enlightenment of the 19th cen- 
tury to those benighted shores, nnd develop the wealth of Ibe lonely IsIandB 
of the North and tjouth Pacific Uc9De. 

Tbe following interesting cxtmcls from Bnzlitt's Work, clearly and con- 
cisely convey the opinions of Slatesnwn, commercial men, and travellers, 
and show, at the same time, the great importance — political and commercial — 
ofVaacouver Island, while they are sufliciently comprehensive to embody ail 
that need be said of the prospective Geld of commerce in view. 

" Fur Trode." Pampilet by Mr. Hoche. 

" ProGtable as the fur trade has already beeo, there is a certain prospect of 
its value being greatly enhanced by the opening to general commerce of the 
markets of Japno. In those wealthy and densely populated Islands, where 
the temperature of winter ranges almost as low as it does in the north of 
China, direct, and coinparativelj near markets for the furs, the Gsh, and pro- 
bably for the timber of these regions, will ere long be opened out, the im- 
portance of which to the latter connlry it is impossible to overrate. Probably 
these highly cultivated Islands wiK be found to be so cleared of their forest* 
that they will afford the most lucrative markets for the valuable timber of 
North- Western America, la > lai^ portion ot China timber bat alieady bt« 
«onie very ecarce," 
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ttr. Bad, in hla work upon the " Eastern Seai," says, that the Jankt of the 
Cliinese are generally built io other conntiies irheie wood ia plentifal. 
There can, therefore, be no qneatioD «t the profit of estahlUhlog a trade 
betireen that couatr; and iho North-West Coast, in thig staple production of 
the latter. <' The greater portion of the south of Ferala, which is wholly bar- 
ren in timber, and a great part of South America, which is equally go, might 
also afford excellent nmrltets for the uaefdl timber of the North Wea-lCoaat." 

Mr, Montgomery itartin, writes : 

"The poeilion, resources and climate of Vancouver Island eminently adapt 
It for being the Britain of the Northern Pacific. There is no port between the 
Straits of Juan de Fuca and Sao Francisco ; it ii within a week's sail of CalU 
fo rnia ; witbin double that diatnnce from tbe Sandwich lElands, with which a 
thriving trade has already been established ; fire days' Toyage from or to New 
Archangel, the head quarters of tbe Rassian Fur Company's settlements, 
where large supplies of proTisions are re quired, "and it ie within three weeks' 
Bteaming distance of Japan." 

"Tbie commanding position jus ti See theexpectation that Vancouver Island 
will become, not only a valuable agricnltnral settlement, but also a rich com- 
mercial entrepot for British trade and indoBtry." 

SirBulmer Lyttonsays: "Already on the Pacific, Van eon ver Island has 
been added to tbe social commuuitiea of mankind. Already, on the large ter- 
ritory west of the Rocky Mountaiaa, from the American frontier up to the 
Bliss inn domnins. we are laying the foundations of what may become hereafter 
a magniliE^ent nbode for the human race. And now, enstwnrd of the Rocky 
Mounl.iiDS we nre incited to aee in the settlement of the Red Rlrer, tbe nncleu^ 
of a new Colony, a rampart against any hostile inroads from the American 
frontier, and an essential one, aa it were, to that great viaduct by which we 
hope one diiy to connect the harbours of Vancouver with the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence." 

And that great contemplated viaduct is Ihos ably commented on by a co-- 
respondent of the Timet, who shews, that pasaing from Halifax through Brit- 
iah Territory, for a distance of 3200 milea there would be a gain on the 
present route to B^Itiah Columbia, g id Panama, of no less than twenty-two 
days. And, in reference to the all important question of postal commuoica- 
tion, not only with these Colonies, but also with China and Australia, shews 
the distances to he from — 

Panama to Canton, about 10,000 miles 

Vancouver Island to Canton " 6,900 '■ 

Panama to Sydney " 8,200 " 

Vancouver to Sydney " 7,!i00 " 

" Thin proximity to Australia is especially worthy of note at a time when 
the transmissio:: of the maila across the Pacific is again being prominently 
advocated. It will be ap{>arent from tbe afore given distances, that by trans- 
mitting the Australian mails from England to tbe Pacific across British North 
America via Vancouver Island, instead of via Panama, a saving of five dayi 
is effected between England and the Pacific, and ot 1,000 miles, or say Gra 
days more, in the passage acroaa that ocean — ten days saved in all" — and on 
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the same subj«ct Lord Bury states Icnly, " that our trade in tlie Pacific Ocean 
vitti China nnd India must altimately be carried on through our North Ameri' 



To these qnotationa majbe added one from a report furnished to the United 
States Government bj Mr. Aaron H, Palmer, whi<:h has esjiedal and particular 
interest at the present time, when a trade with Rnssia is being opened through 
the AiDOor River; a trade which may reach the heart of Asia, and eren the 
shores of die Baltic. 

Mr. Palmer ssfs; 

" Ihe Aiaoor is the most Talaablo river in Noctbern Asii ; the only high- 
way of natnre that directly connects the contral steppes of Asia with the rest 
of the world. The extent of the rivers which disitnibogiie at i[a mouth is 
amazing — the principal towns of Manchii''ia, and several places in Monpolia, 
are accessible to them ; they extend to upwards of thirty decrees of Loogi- 
tude. By its position with respect to the sea of Japan, a settlement at or near 
its embrochure would open a new and most profitable trade with Manchuria, 
Central Asia, Siberia, the Japanese Islands, Corea, kc." 

" There appear to be no insurmountable obslaclea to a direct communi- 
cation being opened between the Pacific and the Baltic, and with the Caspian 
nnd Black seas, by the route of this river and the navigable waters of 
Siberia." 

The Revenue and Kxpenditure of the colony for the year 18SI, closely 
approximate, is shewn by the following abstract; 

HEADS OF RECEIPT. HEADS OF ESPENDITDRE. 

Real Estate One per Cent 



Tai... 

Harbour Dues 

" to Harbour fund. 

Victoria Street Tai„ 

Liquor Licenses 

Trade Licenses 

Land Sales (including 

Pre-emption Fees) 

Postages 

Fines, Forfeitnres, and 

Fees of Court 

Fees of Office 

He-imburRement in aid of 

Expenses incurred by 

GoTBmment 

Miscellaneous Keceipts... 
Balance f>om 1660 



2530 
2288 



Salane3fiied.£lG59 8 

5ni«riea pro- 
visional and 
Temporary... 7345 7 

3IBce Contin- 
gencies 1133 12 1 



I 3 II 

r 12 10 



Charitable Allowances 

llice and Gaols, exclusive 
of Establishments 

Rent 

Transport 

Conveyance of Mails 

Works and Buildings 

Roads, Streets and Bridges : 

Drawbacks and refund of 
Taxes 

Interest 

Miscellaneous Services 

Advances to Heads of De- 
partments unaccounted 



Tot<d £ 26251 6 10 ToUl £36039 
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The sraoant and kind of taiatioa ia force win ht clckrl^ ■•(n nndcr tbe 
*' Heada or Rectipl," nnd nre compriBed under tbe dtfFeieDt hesdingi of Rest 
Eitate, one per Cent Tux, Harbour Dues and Fund, Victoria Sicect Tax, Liqnor 
and Trade Licensea. 

In tbe neit^libouring Colon/ of Britiah Columbia, the BeveBve and Ripen- 
diture, witb the imporU, for tbe rear 186,0, wore as foUow : 

Gross Revenue £83,044 16 U 

Total Bipenditare - £71,B59 9 G 

Total value of IraportB - £357,388 10 

Of Ibis, Vancouver Island aloue, aent £201,712 13 C 

Tbelmportsfrom the United States reacbed tbe vnlne of £95,674 16 6 

Tbe gold produce in tbe above fenr, is compated at one million sterling. 

Tbis present year, 1861, hns witnea»ed tbe full developaieDt of tbe great 
weallb wbicb Srltisb Columbia possessti in iier gold fields. At least tbe great, 
tbe woaderriit promise hag been seen, (be lull development awaits the enter- 
prise of tUe miner for yea.ia to come. 

The extent of gold bearing debris and gravel, can onlj be guessed at, but 
it is Itnoirn to Bsteod over a very large area. 

Besides these exteoiivo gold fields- the other valuable — and economically, 
most important metats — silver, copper, tin, platinum, and plumbago, bave been 
found. Lignites and other Tertiary carboniferous lieposils exist, and valua- 
ble baildinf; materials abound. 

Steau CouuDNicATioN cxists with the United States and Europe via Pan- 
ama. At tbe present time, December, 1861, there is but one steamer every 
three weeks, and calling at Portland on tbe Columbia, she docs not communi- 
cate directly with Vancouver. Tbr mail is brought by tbis conveyance, and 
couitequent on this divergence is subject to great delays. 

The imperative necessity of a direct line of steamers has made itsell 
strongly felt, and tbe proper steps are now being taken to ensure, as far as 
possible, this great desideratum, A subsidy bas been granteit by thn Colonial 
Government, and arrangements bave been made by whirh communication witb 
San Francisco shall take place weekly, euch alternate steamer coming direct 
10 Esquimalt Harbour in Vancouver Island. 

Witb tbe present prospects of tbe Colonies of British Columbia and Van- 
couver Island, it is not only of the greatest importauce that a direct and 
npeedy Postal Communication should be established, bnt that also a means of 
conveyance that ^hall ering merchants, miners, agriculturists and immigrants 
of alt classes straight to tbeir port without annecessary and veiations dela;, 
should be at once mad& available. 

A steamer direct to San Francisco will of itself be a great boon, but there 
ought to be vessels dir«ct to Panama calling at San PranciscB, " an intenna- 
diate port." 

With a moderately swift and convenient relay of vessels such as the Sontb 
Pacific Steam Savigation Company possesses, tbe service, aided by subsidiei 
from tbe Imperial and Colonial Qovernments, could b« quickly, efficiently, ftnd 
CTeDtually profitably, carried out. 

Porperformiag it,iHi capital or company CDtDinaDda tbe mum facililEt* 
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as-that above named; with a powerful sad numerous Beet of BtBamshipa, they 
have profitably conducted the mail service and both d-ereloped and increased 
the wealth and commercial interests of ibe wliole South Americnn coast. 

Possessing at Tabogo (Paaama), a regular dockjard and steam foandrj, 
originally placed there with ft yiew to steam communication wjth Australia, 
they are in a position to effect what, as above stated, no other company can 
effect, and wbich, if undertaken, would, under the preaent able maQagemetvt, 
be effectually carried oat. 

Such an undertakiag — the establishment of such a, line of ateam comma- 
nication — would be the greatest haoii to Vancouver Inland, British Columbia, 
and Waahingtoii Territory. From Ssquimalt, to which Fort, as being accessi- 
ble at all hours of day and night, the ocean mail steamers must go ^ a line of 
small, swift, screa-, or paddle steamers, would run to New WestminBter Bad 
Puget Sound, carrying the mail and passengers with light freight. No line of 
Ocean Steamers can successfully run direct to New Westminster. The delays 
consequent on wind and wenther, making the land in the dark, threading a 
passage through the intricacies of shcals, will always deter large ressela which 
are under Time engagements. 

Esquimau Harbour, in Vancouver Island, is the nataral^the only safe and 
available Pott, on the North-West Ooast of America, for steam mall commU' 
nication, and when the junction of the two Cotoniea, at present in such things 
tinnatural rivals, shall havt taken place, the great national advantages, pos- 
sessed by this harbonr, in its position safe and commodious, and the wiedom 
cE its selection, will be acknowledged by all. 

There are two great objects of vital importanee to all Colonies, but es- 
pecially so to this and the noigbboiiring Colony of British Columbia, viz. that 
they should have speedy, direct, and cerldin communication with the mother 
country, and that the capabilities of the inland, mineral and agricultural dis- 
tricts, should be developed by means of roads and the construction of bridges, 
and it is, in most cases, the duty of the mother country to provide these, the 
gifea test elements of successful progress, before financially casting off a Colony, 
" leaving it to develop itself." 

The policy of Great Britain in this respect, has been thus given by an emi- 
nent statesman, himself much interested in the successful progress of these 
Colonies, " for a Colony to thrive and develop itself with steadFast and health- 
fnl progress, it should, fVom the first, as far as possible, be self-supporting." 
Anil this great end is to be attained, by " self-exertion aLd the noble spirit of 
self sacrifice, which self-eiertion engenders." 

Commenting on this despatch in an able article in the North British Review 
for August, 1861, the writer says : " The despatch embodying these sentiments 
may be a very able literary composition, b^t we must be permitted to doubt 
the correctness of its reasoning," And with this opinion, most mett who Lave 
seen or know anything of Colonies will.agrae. 

Admitting the statetnent and the reasoning therein contained to be 
tiorrect, it is, and can be so, 'oa\j gtnerall;/, and to such eiceptional cases m 
those of the Colonies and British Columbia and Vancouver, can bear no ap> 
plication whatever. 
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ri cannot be ri^'it tltat tTts only monns of cmniniini cation willi tlie motber 
eoantry shoald bo cnrrieil on from lliese importnnt Colonics by forrign enter- 
prise, or lliat tlie correapondr^nco of the Government and or comin^rtml in«n 
e&ould be transmitted in «ny vay liv fiiror of or dependent on a foreign and 
possibly tro^ile pi 
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Dication with Panama, open up lier agricultural dialrtcls, ai 

prosperous development nitl be instant and reniarLible. 
To emigrants of a certain clusa, Ihe establishment of din 

nication n~itli Panama would be a great boon, n 

encounter, nhat (or a long lime, irithout sncti n 

■to be the great drawbacks la Ihc full development of thcs 

distances, tbe delays, nnd contingent e.ipensct 

a route through Canada direct from Europe, n 

by the Nicnraguan Lakes ; but in the mcantim 

Tvith the least amount of e):penao, hardship oi 

Tfith, it may be, a young family, to his future 
There are nt present three routes— one 1 

Panama, another via New 1 ork and r.innnia, in eacb case by steam, and the- 

third, least cxpenslTe thongfi the longest, i la Cape Horn Uj sailing ships. 

There are three great classes of emigranle for vrhom this Colony holds out 
special inducements, viz.: the capitalist, the merchant, nnd general trader. 

The iTorking fnrmer, tbe skilled artisan and mechanic ; the practical miner and 
tbe labouring man. To the tng first ot these classes only, are the UrU named 
routes open, the en pen so (speaking genernlly), being too great for the otliej 
classes of emigrants Indicated. 

From Southampton lo tbe Isthmus of Panama, is a voyage of. three iveeka' 
duration, the expense varying from £25 to £44 : across tbo Isthmus by rail, 
£5; by American steamers to San Francisco, the faro is variable, averaging 
about £15. From Panama to Sar. Francisco the distance is 320D miles, and 
tlience to Van center Island 800 ^ the fare £tl>. These fares include provisions 
for the whole voyage. Prom New York to Panama ia about 1,930 miles, the 
fares through to San Francisco, $100 to $150 and $300, but vnriable. 

Prom Europe the voyage ivill occopy Beren to eight weeks ; from New York 
four lo five weeks. The voyage round Cape Horn from any part of Great 
Britain in a Drat class clipper, th> only ship admissable, ought not to occupy- 
more than from 95 to 110 days ; and emigKnts can bo carried fri^m anj Fore 
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|>e!\n port for £18 wieli adult, cliilil re n pro jiortionntolj leas. It has its hard- 
sliijis of coursa, but. to most men the Ben Yoyage in n Rue slilp will be ft source 
of pleasure, an experience of life to be loolted bark upon and recalled irith 

Emiosation liABBACKSslioukl bebuilt to shelter the emifrant on his first 
nrrivnl, and to prevent cspenses wljich might cripple liis means and cramp hit 

)a\l be fonnd for all. For the agrlcultnrist the 
liest tiioB of arrival would be in tb« latj niitumii or winter months ; he would 
then have tlie spring and aumuier before him and thus have a good opportunity 
of judging of the land, and settling himself before tbe ensuing winter. 

It would be of great odianlnge (o the colonj to allot, if possible, unoccu- 
pied lands to pensioneri, these would form the nncleue of a permanent defen- 
sive corps, Had with l''o volunteers would be nvaiiable on anj soddeu emer- 
gency. 

The wives and daujhlcra of these pensioners would supply the great want 
of tlic celony, viz; female domestic servants— while the men wonld to a great 
e.vlent supply the labour market with a permanent and useful body of 
liibaurers. With settled homes and their families around them, these men are 
the only einsi noi likely to be carried off by " gold fever." 

The best means of procnriiig an ngrieultural population of the right stamp 
for this colony and llie neiirhbouring one of British Columbia is by giving Fret 
G'ranit of Land. The olfer of such grants will induce many a man to 
pniigrate w^o would grudge to pay, and probably would not leave his home to 
pay, ei'en a fourth part of the small snm now charged iar land. Other colonies 
have been for years Ki^diering together a most valuable population by means of 
Free Grants — and in no colony is it so necessary as in this. Get a working 
population atonic, and corn enongh will soon be ktowd on tlie sUurial plains 
of llie Fraser, and in the fertile valleys of Vancouver, to feed the mining popuj 
lation of the Upper Country and retain the produce of the mines instead of 
allowing it as now, to Snd its way tn California. A greet demand for wheat is 
imminent, let the wheat growers be brought (o till the fertile soil now lying 
wnste and useless. 

Let an Bnilgration Agency be ealabUshed in Great Britain and every means 
taken to diffuse information regarding (bcae two colonies for it is impossible 
to separate them. 

It is a well known fact that less is known of British Columbia and of Tan- 
ooiiver Island by nine-tenlhs of the people of Europe than of any other part 
of Her Majesty's dominions. The gold lields have not been recogniiied ati a 
"fact," their existence has made no general impression, pnd that simply he- 
cause the gold has never made itself tangible, all having been swallowed Ha_. 
by California. 

Bnl, bs is well known, a railway carried through anew and hitherto rcmcle 
region, soon developes traffic for itself, ao, were an active Emigration Agency 
at work, and ft line of clipper ships advertised to sail regularly for Var 
Island, woald Emigration begto, and once hegna the tide would flow 01 
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Laud ANn KojLDa. — The netual aniouiit of land available for the BgricDltnr- 
ist bae DOt jet been Ascertained. 

The vrhole area of che lalnnd of Vnacoaver comprises tirelre miDion acres, 
tbe greater proportion of whjcli ta mountain and barren rork. There are pro- 
bably about 250,000 acres of vduable fatmins land in tbe districta of Victoria, 
Saanicb, Cowitchan, and Nnnnimo. Iii Comai, an nneiplored district, aboat 
300,000, and witb other outlying portions, in all, about one million acres arail- 
able land. 

Heavy and rerj valuable timber now covers many fine districts, which, as 
they become cleared, will be available for cnllivalion. Ths price of clearing 
varies in diSerent localities, averaging IVom £6 to £14 per acre. 

The richer alluvial soils, bearing willow, alder, poplar, kc, are readily and 
cheaply cleared by fire, the sandy soils bearini; heavy timber, are more expen- 
sive and difGcQlt to clear, owing to the great size of the roots of the pine trees. 
for this however, Indian labour is available, nnd what is more, the cost of 
clearing is becoming annually leas, especially near to towns and SEttltmenti, 
owing to tbe increased value of fire wood. 

In the agricultural distrists, however, there is enough open prairie land for 
farming purposes, into which the settler can put his plough, and at once raise 
tbe much wanted crops, tbe clearing of the timber from the land, keeping pacs 
with the wants of a farm, for outbuildings, fencing. &c., kc. 

The npaet price of land is one dollnr, or four shillings and two pence per 
acre. Payment is made by instalments spread over a number of years. 

Land may be pre-empted on a system which enables a man at once to settle 
htmaelf on a given number of acres proportionate to his condition, whether 
married or single. The former, having a wife resident iu the Colony, can pre- 
empt 300 acres, and for every child under eighteen years of age, also resident, 
ten acres in addition. 

The latter basn right to 150 acres. Alter two years occupation of the lanJ, 
en its being shown that improvement to the e.ilent of ten sbillings per acre 
r has been made, a " Certificate of lajprovemeut" is granted, which gives full 
and absolute right to the bolder to sell, lease or mortgage, all the rights in 
fact of proprietorship. Full particulars will be found In the copy of the Act, 
Appendix, No. 13. 

An individnal, therefore, having a wife and sii children, may pre-empt and 
settle at once, npon a farm ot 2ti0 acres. Abundant material for building 
rough, temporary dwellings and Outhouses are around him, and under his foot 
he has a rich and virgin soit. 

The number of acres of land purchased and pre-empted in the Colony, tip 
to the present time, is approiimately : purchased 100,000; pre-empled 3,000. 

The number of pre-emptive claims recorded, la 244, of these there are in 
tbe Lake District 8, Bsquimalt 2, Sooiie 4, Metchosen 3, Highland 3, North and 
South Saanich 22, Cowitchan 6B, Somenos 31, Salt Spring Island B2, Barclay 
Sound 23, Small Islands and dependencies 14. 

From various causes, these purchased and pre-empted lands are not yet 
falty occnpitiu. Tbe chief cause beipg tbe tvant of an agriculturnlpopulatioil 
of the right class. 
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T« brlDg thie irapalAtion and procido for its wnnls, tbe STstera afClcar- 
Ing," so adraatageoHsty a4opte<l in Anstralin, is much wanted her«. It has 
been tried in a te\i tasfi, nod succ«rd3 admirably. But, an immigratioa on a 
large scale is requisite to bring at onr^e tltcso lands now lying naeless, into 
fertile, gMin growinj; diatricts. On the syst«m of clearing, the •Dgageraent 
between the laadarner and tlie settler, is geaerHlly for five or seven years. 
Tiie foriaer praridea fuod fur one season and afforda all tlie necessary aid 
to start f.trming aperiitlans; tlie latter unJerlaketi to clear, fence, ditcti and 
(iraiu tbe land committed t9 his care, deriving, for tlie period of time agreed 
on, nil )irofit accraing from llie cultivation of the soil, and farm produce 
gentcally. 

Cndersacbro»ililion3,a«FOrl[iug Farmer will find himself, at tbe end of bis 
agiecneBt, an indc [lend eat man — and miiy jiurcliafe of pre-empt for himself. 

At tiie present tioic, tlio average price of some at the mora important ngri- 
euttural implements aod (Hiid nee, is as full«B's: Ameriean ploughs, $20 to $25; 
wngous, SJOO; good liorsea, §158; yoke of osen, $129, to $200; sheep, from 
Srno S8; i.igs, iiv« cents per lb., liva weight; hay, $2o per ton ; wheat, $1 50 
per hashel. Farm liibourcrs are much viintcd. Occasional iabonr, espoeiallj' 
in the neigbbarliood uftowni, may be obtained; but cannot be depended on. 

Tlie Puitlic KoaeU are being derrloped and improved; it ia, at present, a 
great driiirback to the country, tliat the mra.»a u< access to iolnnd agricnltural 
districts siionid be atteaded with great and aliaajt insarmountablo difficul- 

Thelinie tliat bos elapsed sinte the conn try first began to be settled, la cer- 
tainly lot great, and special «iig;i>nei«3 hare sudJenly sprang up in a Colony 
Ahere smcb laliour as is required for road tn ah iog, cannot readily be procured. 
Abiindimce at whin-atoie and other varieties of trap rock: afford excellent 
ointertal, and it iii^ht be ttaauf:ht that here native labour would be available 
for prepaiiag metal as it was tn New Zealand, 

To obviate thedifficilty atteading want of Inbonr, an " Act to provide for 
the repair, inprovenaent, and regalation of Koadx in Vancouver (aland, and its 
dependencies," bs£ been passed, wherein it is enacted, that every male person 
•ver ten years of age, and every male and female entitled to any interest in 
any real estate, in any of the Bond Districts shall pcrfarca sir days labour up- 
onthe Public Highway, with extra days if property is extensive. Tbis la- 
boar may be conpouaded at the rale of^for a nan's days labour, six sbiilinga 
and three peace. A cnrt «r wagon, with a pair of horses or oxen for twelve 
shillings aad six psnoe. 

Oae iiaiKittant " Regulation" fi}T the Bnad has bern omitted, and as it 
concerns not only property, bat life and timb. should b« enforced at once, viz : 
that all carriages, wagons, ic-, should keep the near, or left hand of the 'road 
when Dieeting, and tb<e right haad side when passing any other carriage or 
wagon, and the, same ^ide for horjemen. 

Tni SiTctxh PaoDDCTioMs of Vancouver Island in the animal, vegetable, 
•nd mineral kingdom, will, on due development, prove a source of great wealth 
totheColony. The fislMries are inexhaustible, l he timber is unrivalled, and 
tlie cool Is the best «ji t^ whole North PaciEc Coast. Salmoa in millioiM at 
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manj species, aboanil In nil tbc sens, Inties and streams of the Itslfinil and 
neighboring Coatineot. Grent quHntilics arc nniiiiflllv cnugbt bj ttie Indian;, 
aad a considerable export trade, capable of grent espaosion and development, 
is carried on by the Hudson's Baj- Compuoj. To give this trade its full value, 
so tlint the really excellent fish to be found in these wnlers raay command 
ready sale in foreign markets, it is necessary that a cnccfnl selection Ehould he 
made, many Epecies being very coarse. 

Trout, soioB ol thera from tour to s'n lbs. in weight, are found in all the 
streams and lakes on both s^iiea of the Island. 

Eulflchon — a very delicious fish, of the size of a larfce spmt or small her- 
ring, classed by nnturalials among the salmon family. It visits the north const 
«f the Island aanually in largo shoals and every spring ascends tbd rivers of 
tha Continent as far south as Ilia Coluinhia, for the purpose ofspawnihg. 
Immense qunatities are taken by the liidinns ivfao Dinniifartiire from it an uil 
much esteemed by inland tribes, and it furma an arlielo of trade betTTCen 
them. The oil is obtained by immersing tlie tish in a smnil quantity of iraler 
and applying heat, it is then skimmed oft, and when piuperly filtered is a very 
fine pellucid oil of a delicate pale yellow colour. Some of iheKorihcrn natives 
allow the fish to become half putrid and then exprcM tiie oil by pressure upoii 
boards. 

There is <io doubt but that thi:i oil will be of great eeonomic valui'. It tins 
been given mediciaally and will probably be found aseful where cod liver uil 
or other hydro- carbon a ceo us food is indicated. 

There ii every promlie of most vuluable deep sea fisheries. Cod, the tree 
" Gadna," la found on the west side of the Island, and there is reason to be- 
liere that the great ban ka described ns extending off and lound the iTorth- 
vestern extremity of the Island and Straits of Junu de Fucii, will prove to he 
liebing; grounds rivalling those of Mewfoundland. This fish averages About 
two feet and a-half in length, with n girth round the shoulder of eighteen 
iaches^ — it is well fiurored and good eating. 

Halibut is found in great abuiidaitcc round tbe whole coast. Their sise is 
often enormous, on i the quantity in which tliey arc found may be estitnaltil 
by a statement of an ofUcial of the Hudson's llay Company, that in forty- 
tight hours' fishing a vessel of six hundred tons might he liideu with them. 
At certain seasons this fish is very delicate, far <.\celling in tenderness and 
Uavonr ita congener uf the Atlantic seas. 

Stnrgeon is plentiful off the mouth of the Fraser River, and runs to an 
immeuEC size. Isingtass made from this lish is cjportetl by the Iludsoa's Bay- 
Company. 

Herringa ara in countless thousands— not so fall fiavonred a Gab as the 
berrihg of the European seas — it ia less suited for salting, but makes a most 
excellent bloater, eijunl to anything exported from Europe ; this will prove a, 
yery important and remTinerative branch of industry. 

Tbe smelt — a very delicate fish, is captured by boat leads. 

The haddock and the whiting are found, and the pilchard is said to have 
been seen in the Gulf of Georgia. 

The dogfish is taken in incredible quantities by the natives of the rnrioTia 
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sounds on the n'est cmsL Xs mucli us two tlionsaud gollons of oil bave beea 
obtnlnecl doui tliis &e!i in n aeasou by one tribe of Indians, aad tli»t a ver/ 
small oua in Gln}-o(]uet Souad. Coii3Lde[iU)le quitalities ate exported nii- 
Qunlly lif tlie Hudson's Day Catupanf. 

Seteral tarietiesof rock liili and of deep son percU, are found. One apecies 
of tlieia41er, very plculiful, atten rcncliea Slbs. To Slba. iu neight. Great, 
qiiintitics of smnll fisli a^c cui^lit ai.d dried hy Cliiaaaieu who export tbem 
to Itritisli Oolunibia. 

Siilmon and lialibut are botli put uji and u'cll preserved in bermetically 
settled tins by pitrtles in Victoria. 

riicre are scverul varieties of Cetaceous aniinnli in the -sivtroilDdiag ocean, 

b-ut (be v-ntiie of u'linle-ail even n'bcn ol Uie r\g\n kind, is everywhere much 

depreciated oy (lie <liscaveries of tbo cbenii^, and tbough tbis article is at 

jiresent exported in sraUt ijniuillties, it nill never prove an eitensive branelt 

' of indaatrj or ^f eoniinarce. 

The ijunntitj and vnrietyof furs are limited, tlie sea •ttec bedng«f all, tbo 
ruost valuable 

SeaJ oilia obtjiiut^d ia csniJderaUe quantities and sent to Eoglaad. 

in Uie VECKriBiK Ki.vgbom, tlie«iIIowiHp: list of trees and sbrubs will give 
some idea of the great vairiet; found on theftilaH^, altboaghthe account must 
lie necessarilj' circuioscri'bed and oon&ned chiefly to those posseesing economic 
VMlue. Uany have been already (MrsorJl)^ given ia the description of tlie Cov- 
ittlwa and otltcr agricuUnral valleys and d'stricls on the East. On thf Weet, 
alang the wh«le coast are found ■" miite Fir, Spruce Fir, Balsam Fir, white 
(line, Yelloiv pine, Cedar, Alder, vine kaved JInple, broad leaved Maple, 
M'iilo\v, Dogwood, Vew, a tree resembling the fjcoltish Lardi, Yellow-cypress 
Crnli-appic, Cottonwood, Uemloclc ook, Asyen, Arlmtas, Service tree, ic, *c. 

The Dnugias pine or Yellow fir, called sometimes by woodmen the "Oregon 
red ptue,'' is tbe nioat iiapcrtaut.or all tliese trees above designated by tbeir 
pu^lnr naiaej. Jt grjjvv^ to itn euarnioiis si;^e, and is one of the beat wood* 
for Jarge spur.} knoH'u. it can .be obtained ef one hundred and liftj feet in 
length, and bai squared forty-five iscliee foe ninety feet, makes admirable 
lumber, and may be procured in any qnaotity. Tiiis is l/ie tree of the Colony, 
and is prebably weMbdH.the otbers puttogotlier; it is the commonest tree on 
the North West Coast, ranging llrom (he Columbia river t* far aorih of Vuicon- 
v«r Islaait. This wood ia savra into lumber, shipped to San Francisco, the 
Saadnich Islands, down the South American Coast, and in great quiin- 
tities to Australia, and this is cIm wood, wbich, since tbe dimmnnition of the 
supply of Riga spars, hasiteea bo prized in Ejrope for masts. 

The French, Spanisb, Sardinian and Dutck Governments have been supplied 
with nasts «nd epnr( by a Cainpnity who lisiro established saw mills, {le., 
at the head of llie Alberui Cauat in Biirclay Sound ; In the English merchant 
eervu;e they have been largely used, and bave given great sititfaction, being 
universally considered tbe finest masts ever imported. 

Appended is the translation of a report mode upon the qualities of these 
span in the French docliyard at Toulon. The freight from this remote quar- 
ter, makes the price uunewbat higli per load, as compared with tbe prices of 
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masts breugbt from eoonlries nearer Europe, but notirltlistanding thia drew- 
back, Eiich is the general gnperiodtj of the wood, and tbc easenud economy 
Tritb which (be tree can be caaTcrted into a good mast, ihnt it is really, to tbe 
ehip-owner n'lio irants n good article, very mucli cheaper in (he end tlian any 
ether. The e it ra ordinary size, straiirhlness, and nniform thieiness of tho 
trees, their Btr«ngtb and fleiibilitj, the tegnlarity and beauty of (be grain, 
tbeirdarability, freeoMsfrom knots and snpwood, place them almost beyonil 
competition in point oT quftiity, and espei'inlly, fit Ibein for tbe masting of 
larfce vessels. 

Iq buildings, the wood i* ased chielly for other than what h eaHed " finish- 
ing puiposes," tor which itos loo rooRh, hard, and strong a wood. Along tbe 
coast oi Nortb-West America " California red wood " a specifs nf cedar ta 
generally used, but ia not eijiial lo white )«rne. Doors nod windows made of 
white piae are importeil via Sun Francisco (rora tho Kisterii Uniitd Slaipa. 

But (iweis a good white pine- in VfliitouTer, rery muc* like the Eas'ern 
pine, (called Pins Strobus or Weymouth pine,) and cedar on the West K>asi 
can also be got "-clear " and would no doubt do for Cae work. For mas t9, 
and fbr heavy rafters and other important parts of the wood work of boDscs, 
there is no better wood in the VTi>rtd IbiiD lliis — the ytUnw Fir, ibe Abies 
Douglassii or doitglas Ftoe, aad if a. sufficient supply of (rood clear cedar, and 
white pine for fine work can be found on Vancouver Island, then tbe cotonj 
efta coajmand two inipoilant sources of supply for all accessible markets. 

The Balaam Fir,, resembles the bulaar.j Sr of Canada, bitt is larger,, 
and possibly "balsam " may ho obtained from this lrer,as well as from the 
GanadEno. 

The alders are remarkable for their size, some are of great fae^t, aod 
three te«t in dianreter. They make a good cbnrcoaE for wcvhing steel and 
for light blacksmith's -work. 

Two kinds of maple; tlte vine maple ia 7carcB-, it is bard end tongh-, of thfs, 
as of the yew and the cmb nppls-, gooif boats Itnees might be mode. The 
broad leaved maple, (Acer Miicropbjllum) grows ptentifnlly in Taneonrer, 
and lo a large snw. The wood ia esteemed by tbe natires of Mew CaTeifomB, 
as being the toughest and ntcim suitable fur the frame of tbe snow sbon. 

The white pine of commerce has been spoken of, it exists on tbe West 
coast of Vancouver, in belts of some miles to length. 

Yellow Cypress yields a fragi-nnt wood, close grained and capable of a good 
polish; from the baric is titannliictnred, bf tbe natives, many articles nf weniing 
apparel, caps, bats, &a., and baskets, largcand snwU. h ia also wttren itM- 
rope, which is strong and durable, used fctr fehing- K»es, short whale, and 
speat lines, and canoe purposes geaerally. From the rt«l, ptenft cm be «b~ 
talced nhteb is very bandsomely veined, and bears a light polish, all Sited lor 
ornamenlBl work. 

The oak foDnd in the southern p«rt ot tbe Island, is Email in siie bnt ad- 
mirably adapted for ships' knees, tc. 

Tbe service tree, (Amclanchier raceniosa) a beaatiful shrnb-, prodnees ft 
berry of great utility, dried in the Bun it ia atoied by the natives for wtnLec 
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The Claster Cherry (Cerasus Cracemosa) jields an agteable fruil, the berrj of 
thii Bhmb, and of the preceding, is added to the finer kinds of pcmican. 

The Camaas of the oMivei {Salla EtmleTtla), the uatiTC onioii, forms an 
article of diet. Hemp nettle, ( Uriica Caitnabina) groins wild Hroiind Indian 
lodges, and is used by the antiTes to mftke a capital twine, irhicli is manu- 
factured into ael9, &c. 

Sallal berry i^Qualtkrubria Shatton) a capital fruit for domestic use. 

Many varieties of the order cacciniae are fonnd, the blueberry boshes of 
Scotland, are represented by handBome shrubs. The cranberries are collected 
in large quantities and form an nrticle of export. 

In her Coalfields the Colony of Vancouver possesses almost inexhaitsibte 
vealtb. Their geologioal history and character have been already given ; it 
now remains to state a few con^mercialand working details, in reference to the 
portion of this valuable carboniferous deposit, which esteading round Ihe 
whole of the northern part of the Island, is at present Only worked at Naoninio. 
At this place there are three mines at vrotk, viz. Newcastle Island, No. S Pit, 
and Parkhead Level ood Slope. 

The area of land belonging to the lluilson'a Bay Company, ivho work this 
coal, is about 6000 acres, of which probably more than one lialf are coa) i)rds. 
The area of co.alfield explored by bores, is nine hundred thousnnd square 
yards. In these new explorations a seam 4 feet G inches in thickness, with n 
dip of 4 io 21, or nearly 2 in 5, bus been found and proved — a good, clean, 
baril coal. 

The outcrops of two other seams, apparently Dndcrlyini; the one proveil. 
hitve been found. One measuring six feet in tbickness, the other three feel 

From the three mines above named there were during the twelvemonths 
ending April BDth, 1830, raised and shipped, 14,455 Ions of coat, on board of 
113 vessels. The total tonnage of which probably exceeded 15,000 ions. lit 
the sacceeding year, ending aotli April, I8G1, there were 13,000 tor.s raised, 
and for the sii monllis ending October 31, IBlil, 8,28a tons. 

The price averaged six to seven dollars, or from twenty-five to tn-entj-nino 
sliillings per ton. Coal for blacksmiths purposes, three dollars per ton. 

The Dumber of miners employed in these works at present, is about forty- . 
six ; of other hands there are seventy-two, olten more. 

The average earningj of miners paid by task work, are twelve shillings 
and six pence per diem. Artisans, eight and four pence to ten shillings. Ln- 
bonrers six and three pence to seren and two pence. and in addition all receive 
medical attendance, house, and allowance of fuel gratis. 

The following statement of the chemical composition of some of the coals 
found on the Pacific, will be illustrative and useful, showing (bo close relative 
approiimation of all, while those added from the carboniferons deposits of 
England, will show the special differences eiisting. It is not nieroiy intended 
to depreciate in any way the coalfields of the Pacific, which scaftered aroiind 
in various regions, are of the highest valno, but merely Io point ontthelrwe 
naturs of the coal, and in some degree show bow all will tend, each assistiaf 
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it undoubtedly is, but not suffiuintly good to compete lu 
I'ui'cign markets, unless nt a reduced price. 

Tlio Lnbaan coal In the East ia being extensively d<;reloped by tUe teruis of 
the lenEV grunted in iS^D to tlie Comimuy working these mines. Tbcy uro 
bound to pupjily coiil to niiy of Her Maje.ity's ships, at £1 per ton — und should 
tlify raise in any three succesaiie yeir», 15, QUO tons ofeual, the Itase to deter- 
All that U wanted to develop the coal-field of V,incouver, is chenp luUonr. 
When tliut shall bfl nvaibible, then the coal will eommand all readily accessible 
markets — for it is Bndonbtedly the bcston the wbole Pncilic Goasl. 

When the iBboiir uiarkel shall bo in process of time fully supplied, and iva- 
^es shnllliave reached n loner level, then (be coal will be raised ala price 
siilTii:i''n(1y iuw to ailmit of its rcmnnerative enip'oyntentin smeltingand mun- 
nfacluHng works. At the present rates of wages and consequent price of 
coal, all metnliu ores must be sent to England for reduction. 

Uuld is found dissemtniited through altered clny stutes^-tpread out upou 
iJie deposits of yellow tertiary clay, aud in Ibo SHtids nud gravel at various 
]iarts uf the Itlaud ; but the quantity is too small to bo remunerative. £iidl- 
.atiouB of silver iiro reported — nud prolific ores of copper ore found at Cow- 
itchiin, in the East, at Barclfty Sound, on the West, and nt Queen Uharlotte's 
Ishind, in the North, a most promising Peacock or IIorseQeBb ore has been 
found, Tbe red nud black oxides, green carbonale, and siHcale of the metal 
are all ossocialed. Of this ore the following analysis bas been returned; 

The Brine Springs described as existing at Admiral Island and in Nanai- 
Tiio District, may prove of value at a future day. Good clny for brick making 
abounds, fue grained granite boulders, freestones and limestones, for building 
pwTposes — tough whinstones for road making. 

Sutfk are tlie natural produclloas of the colony, and In its present infant 
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Stale littlu bus ns jct ticrn done to turn them to oomni^iuinl iiilvnntage. Cnpi- 
Inl iiDd Inbour nre botli wanted. Tlie cliief inilustrial products .it present art, 
enltcd and smoked Hsli, in tlie nnimnl kingdom ; in Ibe vegetable, all the usual 
agriculturol and garden produce, with spara aud lumber lor borne uee anU 
exportation. Ship bulletins will prote' a most mluuble and very reoiunerativo 
brancli of industry ; at present good usefnl vessels not copper-fnslciied, fit for 
tlie lonstinj; trade and for fishing purposes, can be built at the rate of four- 
teen pounds sterling pec ton. Saw mills and j[i'i-t mills n^'e mttvb vanted. the 
latter especially. Tlie grain gronn On the Island has bceu uji to this time 
actually exchanged against flour rmm Oregon to the manifest loss of the 
farmer. A fouudfy and steam saw mill in Victoria aftord ibo means of con- 
struction for ships of nil classes, for buildings ot nil sizes. 

In the mineral kingdom, coal, ns has been fully dctniled, is tlic only import- 
unl article at present produced. Suitable buildings' are being creeled by a 
comp:inj(joint stock, limited), and [he Town of Victoria will be lighted with gas. 

The nnomalona relative polilicnl position Yield by tbe Colonies of British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island, has been fref]neutlj though incidentally re- 
verted to, Bssenlinlly oiie, the community of interests is so marked that it is 
riuite impossible to treat of them separately— to consider ft |Hirt and not tbe 
whole is too narrow a basis to ;illnw of justice being done to either. Both 
possess great mineral wealth, and when the coal fields of Vancouver shall be 
ftiliy developed by cheap labour, it is qneslionnble whiih shall possess the 
greatest. BriltBh Columbia possesses n far greater area uf agricultural land 
but sbe is deficient in sea ports, this Vancouver Island al once tlic shield and 
bulwark of her sbores, supplies. 

When a junction of these colonies shall have Ijcc-u effected, and time shall 
Iinve developed the resources both of tbe rocky sea repelling itland and the 

mercbaats most do congregate,'' her sen potts filled with shipping from every 
qnarter of tbe globe, her storehouses and wharves proclaiming the adutntagea 
of Free Trade, and British Columbia participating in her prosperity, will tiien 
find a market and exit for ber produce. 

In Vaucouver Island the nutnrnlist and tbe Sportsman will Snd wide fields 
of interest and amusement in Ibeir various purmils. Tbe lists giicu in 
the Appendix will show in some degree the aoology, oriiilhology, coucho- 
logy, and economic botany of tbe country. Secessarily very imperfect, they 
are intended simply to illustrate and convey some notion of ita natural history. 
The popular as well as tbe scientific, or systematic uames are given, the latter 
adopted from tbe 9th vol. of I'acllic lUilrond Reports. 

Tbe Shells nre entirely from one locality, fix. Between Esquimait Harbour 
itnd Beacon Hill, from the rocks at low water, nnd the dredge from a depth of 
about 10 fathoms, chiefly oS tbe harbour of Victoria. As might be expected, 
many of the sliells are of a boreal type, and shew the influence of those arctic 
currents spoken of as sweeping soutb, to below the latitude of San Francisco. 

Tbe list of birds shews Vancouver Island to be a resting place for many 
niigratorj species. lusect life is loo limited to keep the feathered tribes sta- 
tionary. 
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TUe sportsman will find aliundant use for both rod and gun, nud as a hun- 
ter he may distinguish himself in the forest, the puma, the bear and (lie wolf, 
bein^ worthy of his {jruwoaa. Deer stiilking may be enjoj'ed to any extent, if 
the term be adoiissnbli! in a counKy so .thickly wooded. Great numbers aro 
sbot annually, nnd the great red deer, or elk, as he is popularly called, is in- 
deed a prize nuy sportsman mny be proud of. Good spurt might he had with 
a few couple of staunch slew hounds, broken from deer; and with other 
hounds a blsnlt day need never happen. 

Two sppfies of grouse are found on the Tsland, the bine and the ruffled 
grons''. The latter only la Btiitioniirj, the former comes in tb.e spring to breed 
and is popularly known as the drum patridge, from the drumming noise made 
by the male bird. In the early pFirt of May the hen bird is hatching, the ncEta 
generally having from tan to eleven cgg^. 

In September these birds disappear, and it is not known wliere they go lo, 
aa they are neter seen again till the following spring, when unfortnnatcly they 
fall a prey to the prowling Indinn. A ln.w in soido degree protective, is in 
iorce, inflicting a penalty for dealing in game alter and before a certain dale, 
liut nothing will ever stop the poaohlog propensities of the natives, nor is it 
natural thnt it should. 

Cirnnse shooting begins on the 12th of August, but the sport is very ditFer- 
ent from thnt enjoyed on the breezy moors of Yorkshire, or of Seotlnnd, and 
more rose 10 hies pheasant shooting. The cover is very thick, and the birds 
quick on the wing, he must lag hard, and have a ready eye and finger, who 
nould make a bag. One or two couple of well broken active spaniels are best 
for the' thick underwood, pointara or setters are in a measure lost, and there is 
no fur to distract tbe spaniel and draw bim from feather. Down amongst 
(he thick fern, and tangled thickets of rose and sweet briar, wliere along a 
genlle hollow ripplea a liny stream, is the place to find'Tetrns." With n 
rush and a whirr be is on the win([, and good snap shot must he be, that steps 
and bags the noble bird ere he shoots amongst tbc branches ofyonder noble pine. 

A good retriever is invnlmible, nnd perbapa the best dog of all, n welU 
broken Irisb Spaniel, an anirnnl with strength and dasb and yet obedient to 
commnnd, will give most sport in this country. The birds when sprung take 
Id tree, wbere they may rendily be bagged by any poacher. 

[n the early winter snipe and wild duck afford good sport, Ibe former has 
some specific difference, the ej-e sees at once that it is not tbe same, thoogll 
very.like tbe snipe of great Britain—its flight is straighter, and the bill !» 
Gliglitly turned np. 
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EECAPITOLATIOK AND GENEEAL SUMMARY. 

The cspabilitiea, resources, Rnd adTsnlftgea of VftnconTer IslRnd as i> 
ColoDj have been stated gencrtillj, in the foregoing pftgea, fts they seTerally 
presented themselv-es to notice, under the special desctiptive heads. 

The Capiibilities luaj now be conciselj stated, aa 
Ist. Geographical Position. 
2d. Climate. 
3d, Harbours. 

The Resources, as 
l9t. Soil. 

2d. Timber end other Vegetable productions. 
.?d. Coal and other Minerals. 
4Cb. Fiaheriea. 
5th. Trade and Commerce. 

The Aduantaffet—PtiseiH and ProspeottTB. 

Higli rate of Interest for Capital— High rate of Wages for Labour, Cheap 
Food and excellent Means of Education : The Rapid Growth and Developnieul 
of Commercial Importance: Ready Employment and Provision for Families. 

CiPiBiLiTiBs. — 1st: The geographical position of Vancouver Island is oub 
most favorable to the development of her resources, a.id quite suBicient in it- 
self, with the other natural advantages she posseessea, to have ensured euccess 
under favorable circumstances to Colonial enterprise, irrespective of any col- 
lateral advantages, derivable from proximity to gold producing countries — tbnt 
"Vancouver Island failed to do so when tiled, is no objsction to the proposition j 
the circumatances under whicli the trial was made were not favourable. It ia 
not intended to assert that Vancouver could ever have made a great Colony ; 
but she would have made a prosperous one, and could have well maintained a 
population on her oivn natural resources. 

Her geographical position gives her commercially and in a military point of 
■view, str.itsgetically the command of the North Pacific. Her bold aad rugged 
shores have few hidden dangers, aod the seamao knowing that he has safe and 
sure guides, cob in tbe darkest night as in the open day run for his port. 

Carrying on a trade with Australia she has thus already established rela- 
tions with three gold producing countries. Her importance will soon be felt 
on the distant shorea of Ruasian Asia, of Japan, and in the China Seas, from 
whence an important immigration has already set in ; and when the wealth of 
tac Pacific Islands comes to be developed, Victoria will be the emporium of 
their trade for the supply of Korth West America. An outpost of the Mother 
Country, dockyards 4ill receive and refit the ships that protect her commerce 
»ad the honoDr of her flag, to the golden regions and fertile plains of Britlall 
Columbia, Vancourer Island will be " As the strong man armed that keepetli 
the door." 

TBI CLiuire ia most suitable for tbe Anglo-Saxon constitution, in fact fof 
all races and himperameats, neither too relaxing in the Summer beat, nor d«- 
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presaingly severe in tlie Winter cold. Free from nit eniicmie, nnd, witU slight 
eicepUona from idl epidemic diieases, reaidenU ciijoj- good liealtli, nnd eiifl'or 
only, or in great |iitrt, from causes ulready given. 

The Habeouiih fonn thfeclilef of all Itie t:npabillllirs of tbe IsUnd— ivilhoiK 
tliem, |];eogrii|>liicBl poaitioD wonld ovnil Ler uotliiiig; but linvlng tiicse, slie is 
enabled to mnke for lierfictfn pasitioD, aod ivitb tbe concomitHal tLdvantages 
of Free Trade, [ak; indei)andent rank as n Cotoar. liut tUes^ gre.it nutnral 
advnntnges, belong of rigbt, as mocli to tb? Coattncnt, tbe sbores of wliicli 
Vancouver gua.rd8, nnd no sucb distinctive rigbt us lion oblains tan long bold 
gooil. The bniboura of Vancouver are Ibe sea-ports of Uritish Columbia— and 
as such, wbeu n union of the Colonics sbnll liave taken place, tlieir Krext im- 
portance, not only (o tbe Nortli- Western [loi^ion, but to the ivhoU of lirhisb 
>'ntih America will be knoivn, 

Sucb ore a few of the cnjiabilities of Vancouver ns s Colony, and they may 
be safely described as unriTallcd in the North Pacific. 

Rebohiicks. — lu her soils, Vancouver, as has been fully shown, possesses all 
the qualiflciitions necessary for raising food tor man nr.d beast — nnd these soils 
are by no means io limited in extent, or inferior in (jiinllty, as to preclude tbe 
[irobabilil; of tlie Ijliind being a grain producing coniilry. It is simjity that 
ber comnieidal capabilities nre grs'iter, owing to her remarkable, natural 
advantages — her position between two gold producing regions, and ciese lo a 
grafu-bearing country, where, for some years, the tncililiea for obt«iningnnd 
working land bava been greater— it is simply for these reasons that agricul- 
ture bas taken a secondary place In this Colony — nlipn tbe land sliaM b^ oc- 
cupied by a class of Farmers — working men — who will put their own hnni^H 
to the ploughs; then will tbe full value of the soil be known, and lor liomp 
consumption, tbe Coionisis need seek no foreign aid. 

The timber 01 Vaacouvcr is nowhere surpassed, nnd tbe supply is inexhaust- 
ible, except in so far as obstacles may exist for its transport to the sea. I'be 
report on itl quall'jea, by the French authorities in tbe Imperial Dock-yard al 
Toulon, of which a translation is given, is very interesting nnd instructive — 
showing clearly tbe great value of this splendid pine, of which a large export 
trade ia in the shape of mas t3 and spars of tbe largest eixe, and in lumber. 

Coal. — This is an ia valuable resource and means of wealth, and eacli euc- 
ceeding year will increase its importance — when the wood around the settle- 
ments shall be no longer ready at hand, or easy of access, the demand for coal 
will increase both here and at San Francisco, and more labour will be required 
— when labour shall be at lower rates, then the coal maybe raised at suHicicnt- 
ly low prices 10 piy in smelting works and general minufactories. 

The FisHiRiES are very promising, and will be au important element in the 
prosperity of the Colony. They form an csceptional case as regards ludiaa 
labour — for in such an occupation as this, tbe native will work fiecly, and bet- 
ter than a white min. Salmon, cod, halibut, sturgeon, herring, eutacbon, lie, 
may all be caught in great qaaatitiea and prepared for export. 

TniDE AKD CoMUBRCB ara the grand resources of the colony, geographical 
position, natural adrantagei, and Free Trade Instilutloue, destine her to be the 
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larl of ihe PucLfio. Commerce nhea freewill alnaja find ex- 
pansion. 

The Advaktaqes derimUe from tlie cnpnbilities nnd resources deUiled 
nbove and u'hicb inigiit lead an inteodiiig cmifrrant to adopt Vnncouvcr as liis 
home, nre Phesent and Phospectivk. The ptcsent.advanUfrcs are — to llic 
cftpitftligl, a high rate of interest for his money — to the agriculluriBt. a ricli 
and vir([in soil, nfter clearing requiring little labour of H-orkinB for many 
jears, giving sn obnndfint return for seed aown. For bira, Free Trade provides 
cheap tools nnd agriculliirallmplem^ts, and at the anmc time wilt develop 
and form a. home market for his prodnce. But the agriculturift Tvbo ivonid 
succeed mnst be Ills oirn servunt, alist put his on n hand to crerytliing. A 
paying braneli of industry will be found in the estaUisltme^t of Sour mills, 
wherewith to grind the wheat on the spot. ' 

LiBODE commands n high price, the wages earned by erlisnns and skilled 
mechanics of all iiinds, as well as by day labonrera, with whom a dollar 
represents a shilling iu Great Britain, is proof of Ibis, nnd wUhal food is 

Domestic servants are so scarce that the rates of wages given are eo niic 
to go by. Nothing better ellsts in tbe colony however than such labnur, nnd 
an immigration of respectable young and middle aged women as domestic ser- 
vants and nurses, is very much needed. 

The prospective ndvanlagea are those accruing, Ist — From a* pnrly settle- 
ment in a young and growing colony situated as a commercliil emporium be- 
tween great wealth producing countries. 2d— The certainty of obtnining 
independence and ultimatelj^ a competenee in a shorV time by steady industiy. 

3d — The many opportunities afforded by the development of the colony in 
its home and foreign relations, to provide Cor and settle in life the youthful 
members of fitrntlics. 4th^ — The excellent systems of schools and of cduca< 
lion in tbis colony, which under various managements meet the n-ants of nil. 
Such, then, thna briefly and slightly sketched, are some of the capabilities, re- 
sources and advantages of Vancouver Island as a settlement. 

Within the limits of an lissay it is impossible to do justice to Ckem all, but 
they are sufficiently obvious, and their force sufficiently self-evident to invite 
attention from the capitalist, the merchant, the working former, the tniner, the 
artisan' and sttilled meebanic, and from every man wbo takes n pride in honet't 
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Vcteomlogicftl ObMrratioiii; MkMi at Tiotoii*, T*bmiivw Idaad, during tha yean 
1SS9. iseo, and 1861, dedowd from ObuTraticau taken daily at 9 a. m., 3 p. n. 
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AB8IE&CT Of KatNTOtagiinl Oburv^tidDi, t4k«a at tlM tojtS Zb^mt CtMf, Hew 
Wttteinitw, Aniiiig tlM jttx IHl, b; ordw of CoL B. C. Xoody, I. S., Cbu- 
mmW^ tka Tn^a. Latitnda, 40 d«g. 12 min. 17 M&, Kwth; Itngitndft, 
123 d^. SS min. IS we, Veit. 



Tbebigheflt rtadLn^ of tlifl Biiroineti: 
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lAIli of Augiut.diliH did not (wlDeMtbe flood Ildf. Tl 

Thcro wMflosling ice in the fiwer Blitr ujiMsile Nm. WfBtmimlff.Tlh Jsnniry.lWi [ it inci 
■oUl 2ZDd Juuarj', iiud dlupprared oq Ihn Snil Februrj'. Thf UTlpitlaii tn the iDoutli of llic 

til" ObftnatioDP Ktre tuVin bj andCorportI I'. J. LtotU, ■ndLnBiiCurporalJ.Conroy, R. K. 
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SCHOOL BEHOT Snwn up V tb* Ber. E. Cridgfl, Aclias Superiatendent at 
tian. Angntt 27Ui, 1861. 

'I_hitie ths honor to mbmlC, for IhelnfornutioDor Hli Einlkiu; tbe G< 






pmjrins R^o" on the ■Uia of tte Coloni 

lU- Tictorl* ^bool, Mr, W. li. Burr, luuur. 'ine tijxin juiDiuii ciBminuian oi ii: ^ ^cnoai nx)E 
place OD ttio lOih of July. ulIimaT iLt whicb flfly^lim pupils wpre prfibebt, and AttHii ^x^ received 
prliea. donnliooa liy Hl« EirelloncT ths Ooveinor, 

Tbe lotitrcu of eiuQtuntion will he found la Ecfacdnle No, !. 

Vcrj eetiffHcIory projjTfH wtn Di»iilc«t><d in eome of theadvBDceft ■ubjwu, partErnl-irW in Book, 

■■ ■ "■- Bcbool Hi Urge was being well Jouiwled In (he elcmeatury aul(t*cis, eipeeLftlly in rend. 



'■"vHs 

pnnctiuilitj in Att 






QPrnlly StUiBflLctory condition, 
well. The rhfrfiWliM ol*:! 
?nieUy for which pcriiapi rem 






imber of paplli tyequently In 



ban JltbCbe 
. The houee. 



, Of lb 



cnltJTatlor 
lomn tnoonvoid 
lotewtB that .. 
' a good fuoCputb V, 



bM been nlleg^ vEth re 



h rezartl 1o the dlita 
I altnatfvl at a dietanca or am pAces boyo] 

imniliiaioner of Police, A. V. Pemberton, Beq., 

The rffinaiiMlrr of llip road <a <n tlie winter rougb ami Intontfnii 
HHl palliway i^ndd be ^ileninl lbs whola diiuncc. It would lu< fur 
irma lio done hefcre the winter, plther by IhfGi 

The alnuMC DomlDat nie (^ or lUn. per aum 
Ten, might be uu Indocement to parenle and o 



■twbkli u 



?o of thle School from tb 



■eally u. 



3nd. CrsIeflowtT Sdmol, Mr. H. Cinypnle, teacher. The riith annual ciaminition of this School 
wa* held on ttie 11th July. ult.. at which twcnty^jns pnpile were present. Prlic", the gift of Hii 
KxcellsBcy, were awerded to Ititw boy> and two girli. 

Great palna lies evidently been taken with the echolart during the peal year. They ara wail 
gronnded in the elementary tuUerta, and name of the elder pupils diaplayed coniiderable aptitude Iq 
a«ocruiby. Oraniuur and Arlthnr^tJc. 

■ iB well aitnalod fcr the population urowinT i" the neighbourhood, and ia, I fbeleu™, 



he p^emisfa fenerallyi need eonfllderabie repairs. The School 1 

3rd. Sbb^dki School, Mr. C. Bryant, mailer. Of tlie children 

VK^tHa* aeeen yean of age. I have not had Bn onportnnity of Tlilling It rocei 

coDinnnlcaciona with the texkdier and inlOnnatlon derived from other muree*, I 

that Mr. Bryant conliniHS Co diiplay Ihn nana asslduily In the diKbarge of hia i 

- Fnnkfhvteachfr>K<^orlic^ipaarattiat Uh School houeft, which cooBiaao 

The fidlovin( S^edulH will attird more delaiW Infbrmatlan on the polnU 
Tha period, to which thaas retnrurtUU la the year eodlng July, ISn. 



School are eighteen not 
oently, hut from tkeqnent 
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Admitted dnrins tfas JUF— 



nmxnfd'diiriBg thejtcir— 



Annge Attendance— 



SUBnCia—tlvt>a of PupOi 1b Hfb : 

. . ig, flranauT, Oto- " ' — '-■ ^ ' 

lEseclc. gnplVi Hlmy 



Eeadlni. WrltlDK flranauT, Oto- <9«(niHti7. Luttn. SookEerii- Dnw. Scrip 
AiBhEBCtl^ ■-- ■" '— -- 



Tot*). » ... 



Nmwlino.., 160 K T a 

Totll.., £450 e £73 8 e. £9 3 

AlllHHigli II ii btpnil thcProviDceofthigBepuntoaatfriDUthsvids qwalion o< «i Edurnllonn' 
H plain that tbtj' an cooEcrrlne h gmt iKiii'flt on b Ui^' iiropDHion of Hie cammunity. that th*v an 

WHOM be jaif Kl}' fi'lt. It I) alio pUin lliai thtif u* at pttHat In aa Imperlect wd elenuumy utate. 
Thli ailHS partly tram Iht enrntli of the pnjplle and tlie ghort time dnitng uhlch, in maur cuh, thaj 
nmain at ichHH i tmt chiefly from the IniufnclHtC itupply oT teaching power. 

• It cannot be cipcclvd that while from ^ tn .'W echolnn are under the ran ol a einrie teacher 

It la thrrelbre ErntiryiDK under tbeso circumaUocei to Iw ^le to reporl IhM Ihey aieawking m 
a realty uie^ ntinuer. 

{Signed) EDWARD CBIDOE. 



iH L.t!niuia> 
it'tOi the i^ndplci of 



"'""' i'KeepinsT 



England, and deaigned to 



Bcya wilt be admitted Ibmi the age of 7 anil apn 
,m J 10 11 yean _ ~ 



riwa Keliirionii and Moral (nlning^ £ngllah In all Iti bnnchei' 
Modem Languagee, Music, Singing, Drawing, Painting, Ac., Ac, Ac. CtOO^JIC 



m 



finder 10 yrta of u«.... 
IfrcialatoU " .... 

The mlj «t™i tn-^i: 
(J,o[ta.p*riaaDih«ch. 



~ $fi or £1 0^ 

.■::.'.'.'.".'." 10 w a n I "' 

i; i. Miuic uid Sii^lufi 3, UnwlnguA Palulinr 



DkTKB. U. S. CurrencT 

From Anipisl 14th, toAnyOBl 3Ttb S8.803 06 

" Sepltmbr 2o(l, lo Seplerobr 25lh '^7,811 40 

" October eib. to October a4ih a.TOTS !>2 

" KoTtmbr tiCh (o Xoveiabr 23od !^[>,Z48 0(< 

" Decembr 4tb to D«ct;aibr 2Tt!i 108,76G 70 

From JanuRTT 6th to Jsuuary 22n(l 33,041 9C> 
■■ Februury iOlh lo Februurv 28th 



" March loth 


to March ■:i81h 


44.246 06 


8,840 4 00 


" April lltU 


to April 2nU 


58,959 2;-! 


11,791 17 00 


" Mif 8tti 


ID May 26tli 


112,802 88 


22,560 11 00 


" Jnne Bth 


to June 25lh 


73,451 23 


15,8iKF 5 00 


" Julv 9th 


to Julj 26th 


55,819 03 


11,163 16 00 


" Auguit nh 


to August 28th 


75,713 83 


15,142 15 00 


" Septembr Tth 


to Septembr 24tb 


51,320 72 


10,264 3 00 


" October 6lh 


lo October 2Tth 


53,021 00 


10,604 25 00 


" NoT«mhr 10th 


to N'orembt lllh 


44,796 00 


8.059 4 00 


" Decembr Stb 


to Decembr 24ih 


128,652 00 


25,730 8 00 


leCO. From Jannnrj 6[h 


to January 30lh 


70,600 00 


17.320 00 00 


" FebronrF Blh 


to FebruQrj- 29ih 


r.4,095 OC 


10.999 00 00 


" Morcli liih 


to March 30tb 


49,81100 


9,962 4 00 


" April 8th 


to April 30th 


89,780 00 


17,956 00 00 


" M.r nth 


to May 30IIL 


109,1156 00 


21,991 4 00 


" JuneSth 


toJaae 291b 


124,619 00 


24.923 16 00 


" Jnly 9lh 


to July 25lh 


107,260 00 


2l,4J2 00 00 


" Auenst 1st 


to Augnat Z6th 


135,126 00 


27,025 4 00 


" Septembr 4lh 


to Septembr IStb 


84,403 00 


16.880 12 00 


'■ October Sill 


to October 2;ili 


166,448 00 


53,289 13 00 


" KoTembr lllh to Kovenibr 19th 


121,369 00 


24,273 16 00 


<■ Decembr ."ird 


to Decembr 2^rd 


178,099 00 




leei. FfOlD JaouBry 4th 


lo January 28th 


73,561 00 


14.703 4 00 


" Febrosn- ath 


to February 34ih 


43,527 00 


!',70r. 8 00 


" March Ist 


to March 'JTtb 


72,041 00 


li;,408 4 00 


'■ April 4lb 


to April asth 


77,027 00 


15,405 8 00 


'■ Mfly2iid 


to May 24th 


07,067 00 


!;>,413 8 00 


" June 3fd 


to Joue 25th 


144,088 00 


2?,817 12 00 


" Jnlj 15lh 




74,706 00 


16.541 4 00 


" Anftust 9th 


to August 21 


168,226 73 


33,643 7 00 


" ScptembrlTUl 




71,181 on 


14,230 4 00 


■' October 8th 


to October 20tU 


154,910 00 


30,973 4 00 


■■ NorcmbrlTth 




205,998 00 


41,199 13 00 


" Decembr Stb 


rotal. 


108,053 00 


21,610 12 00 


1 


$3,750,11130 


£7:.O,023 4 3 
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I >liir«^d to lake nth )ifp> u loiji tenil It promote tii* 



MiiTer lulwd sball bs tyom bencelbrtb 4a. ^■ 

b«iii| othsTHiH reKCTid, in oerndii qnnnliliRi 

>h SnliJnrU. uid Allera who eh<ai Mlie tho nUI> 

,- „ - . . -- -- anil, abow lh« »gu of efghlf.'n jMrt. msy pr* 

™iftuiiKlJCtowii^L«n.li-^inaieIlietricl» of Viclorfa, EFiqulmiilt, MrtcboKn, the llighlmiU, Soolti, 

fr^oT'Cicb of bJd childnD UDdf r tlj« age of ^ghttea ycaiif re^dent (n rhe soU CftloiLy^ an oddltfLmal 
t«0BW ltiil!Jis:t lu "me oilier Salion. 

at toToconUng iholr clajju, take the Osth of AUegiani^^ 

IPr»«npTcr to RKord hln Claim Immodiately on OccapatlOiL Toi^ 

IV. lDiniHliUrt]r aft'r occnpatlon, I)io l>r«-VDi|itiir >hiiU nconl hln ctnlm »t the Office of Ih* 

Herniating The Fgriu of ClulmB, 

V. Thv Jand Helwteilt If nn^airreypd. nhfiU t>n of a ni^tangitlar forcn, and the vhorti^st eldc of rwid 
roawgte fllull be two-fifth* the l^iigUi of the lopgext aldf ; and the bouudarlCfl of £uch lapd flhall ulao 
is>« nearly as poHlUeby ■lii' cardinal point* of lbs comraaa. 

Vt. WliMTi tlw taud nmght la bo aequiml !■ mimrvejirf, aod In wh(4« or part bonndnl 1^ roclia. 
AunntAlaHf lahva,iiwaDi|fH,Ibf mari^iiof a livtr, or Iheitaacoaat, or other natural bouDdaueer then 
' well T.AfuTAl bouhdarlea mAy )m nAopad aa tlie boowlarlH of the land flelecled. 

VII. Tbn dainuiQl aball, if tbe Inuil ia nnimveyed. ftn tiw ben ingalblo docriptlnn tbcTonf In 
wnling (0 tbe ^urvtyoc Oeneral, at the tine of Teccrdt with a noap cheivoi; and ehall identity the tmfit 
l>y iilii/:ngapoflt at oachcorDer,and by Btatiog in bia drr^c^iptio^ any other laodmarkH wli^cP may b« 

jiode 1^ B'Tordin^ CTaiina in Surveyed Landn. 

Till. If thK land, howevi'i', be turiFycd, tho claimnDt iihall give the ikicriptTon aKitteaid by 
rIestlii.'MloH with [lie bwdniurki laid douDby tUe (loverumenl Stirirey. 

i:^ Tbe fklioaDt ahalt, if the lamt be nnsutieyed, pny into tho Land Office at Victoria, tbe Fum 
rit taur qlilUtaiga and tmt |MU8 Ivr Ki-e fbr the nueaainon ai Iheland Hinclngcd nitbin theOni- 
■emDu-Bt Uiiney; if the land bs aurveynl, he iholl pay Into the wld Land OIUco tbe aum of ibarabl!- 
iiaf^aad turo|ii:nea perkcreby tlin« iaitalmentii, ^: Uuo diillins and one penny per acre withij 
o4Hji-ar Qrom tbo day of record; onealiflljne andono penny per acre within tno yean f^^jw tbe baii 
•te of rrcord, and two ahUllujti within fhn>' ymnftrmi tbe Hid day; and any d^tiult In any of ths 
.In ^iforeeaid, aholl cauge a forH^mirc of tJle pciKDIptloD dabii, aiul of the isalaloieDta (If any) 



jrsf- 



a>nifl''B» «f tiuproTcmfnt to be 
X. When the pre-euiptor, hii 

ttory -.wld-mco of (hiH pdrfdea, that bo baa. or they bavi , , . ..... 

•jliaBi ftir two years ironi till daleof record, and baa or lisTe mailepemiBneatlnipro'eniente tb-reon, 
■• tktwbie often ebiUinga p« acre, the Hid Snrwyor Oenenl shall i»>ut< to him or Ibvni, n cerEiacats 



■ il liiprDveniant. In Ibo Rn-pi laarked A| fn tbe Schednle hmotu. 
BeM-wf CwtMeale of lupromnent iMy Sell. Laus or llorlgige. 

XI. Upon tbe gmnt of the CerllAcare of Improrement aforesaid, tho pcraon to whofo tbe aima ia 
&AP^ may) nibjtct to any luipidd iD^talmenta, Betlf mortgagi^, or Tea^ the taodi in nsjiect of whicli 



e.™j*ld,BOMl., ... 

omcfit as aloretRud, haA been iHivni ju n^ejiniL uivirvi. 
ti wvyanca of Surveyed Landa. 

XII. t'poB payment of Hie enlin<Iy of the purchane money, n coDTeyance D! tbo land shall be 
f^Mt&Md in Sivor of the Pfe-oiaMor. rwarvine to tha Crown the right to t:ike back «n mnch thereof a« 
n» to required for mads or other public purpon^ and rtwriing Bb»A the predoua mlDcmla, with a 
ri gut to enter and wotk the«uneln fiLvorot' tho Crown, lis Aulgna aod Lksncees. 



•<^int«;ance of Fro^mpted CliiiD in UnintTeyed Land>. 
31I[LIftheland ii not Hken Induded in 






■ eoincludediaodtba 
d land, at the prln of 



..„_^ _ ., .. .. _ -ha'll forfeit to much of (he pr««mpted la 

(l^4ieSe-.1iofl> whii'b be ia unwilling to piucbaie. 



L;, LiOOy IC 



record liitf I. 






XV. Wh-rpifrany|Wr*m«hdUMM9M«(n|iyliinii jirfrjiinptrdaufcr , ._. , . _ 

lonthBjthifSuneitorCenTnlmiy, In ■ mioimirj urar. on b"Lnc «ati>fled of Bachpernyinmt C8«««ti™. 
nncct th« diim at itH patoa m (facing u orrupy t)u hiih. nod rword d« bsto Uh ctaim of no/ 
th(r |ierH>n Mllfl^lne ibt rhiiilailkHia abnhjuil, and Id tba eirent of mnj prrmn i«cUdc ■eE'I*'*'! 
IHMI, bis t«D«l5 sbiL] bp penoiuJIj agoirjl tto ffnoa so rtcordiiig. 

XVI. In Ibe (lent of Ih« Cron^ id .itOKKB or Llcmnw, siaillnft lUeU or cb-jasetiM, of Uh 



ir«0DddBiDi^ JoM iA«1l bft F«idl9 (b« iwnon enUrla^miid working lo tbie p4r»on whotelanl 
" '^^ ~ ^nf rd or dumiMii^ ufl ufort'f^^d; juid In W40 0l[ uny dispute, a Jury of tix nen, to b« fltinj- 



iB«o«d by Urn enrxjor (s™^biL xh^U ••til* ibe wme 
XVII. >IotfalnEln tlu- CDndfclan* ~ ' ' 



I. >IotfalnEln 

for tay ia xht- prtdoua mLufrilfl in itny unf nck«t.d lanO on (h« condjtjon* afotoidjd- 
SariliB of WbIt Priiil'gw for Mining TnrrowH. 

XVIll. Watpr' privileges. Med the rigbt of ^arrjiiijc water i<>riniDiii;pm^«Hf ine;v, irocwillutiqd- 
in^iiRy clium ivcoTit*iV L-'-rilfiTite of iiflprov'-ment, or conweyHnc4 a^rrauLd, bu clainKd ^and tttk«n 
npon, nndrri or over Ibe bind, i^ prr.':mpc^ by niln^r* r^tidiritig the tame, and obtaining a grant or 
licence fivun lh« linneyor Oinvnil in thai behati^ aDdpa)'Jn);a compcnaalloD fcrwiuls or daniagels 
ih« per.oD whowland may bnvnwtfdor i.iinagfdby sucli water privilege or tarrying of water, tobs 
oieertained in ctM of diepnw by a Jury of xli ata la laaiuier aibniiitud. 






GivcDUDiJer my liand, *■'. 

JlllEE II0CQLA3. 

VAStOrVER I3LANTI. 
PKOCLAMATION. 
By nil E»«ll'ncy, Jam,- Douslaji, CB, it, 

Wb*rf4^ T have hrpa empow^rpd by ll?r ^L^l^ty^l Oovernmf^t 1o tal^e «jch stepv as may tend 
pi'OUloC'Mhi! EvttlVDK'nt of CbllDlry Land in tliu mid Colony: 

.Ind vJifrrii'f, U, n cii«licac to extend the prorialun^t of a Prorlniutttun. given nnder my liQnd a 
tl''' puWIr fill of dill Colony, tn,l dalud UioiaUi day of Kebniary, ladl, to ttio whole of Vancunr 
lAitaiid^niJitoD^'prDdcndeB; 



Thr nroviidviift of (iia baid Proclai 

•iiddWiKiUBiJWhdiiyof Fibraary,!!. ., .. 

iho entireij^ Vuncouvrr Ifiland and lit D^'ii-^rulencieB. 

l:lvpn under my hand and tke rublie ^val, tc. 



And WlHOTM. It i« eineilimt to eiti-nd the time dnrin* whieh a penwn may «■« to o«™py land 
pre-enptid iindvr the pronnions of a IToelamiiiiaB glfen under my'biuid and IlM Public Seal of >hii 
.0>lonyanadUFd ehelMhday of Petaiuu-y, ISlll. 



arltnep'CHor (8) eight iralflndar month! ueTit prcvioiuly to 
.. — *...j^ ..1..... ... — Bvlded thalwithin 



.ttm, provided th _ ^_, . ^ ^ . 

lemoraailum in Git booh ItepC fi>r that j^urpoee in Cho Land OIQca 



I J tbe Fnblie Seal, Ic. 



JA3IE8 DOCOI^S. 
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notarik ud Eiqnlmalt Kubvor Psm lot, MO. 

SOHRDDLE A. 

Ft«t tor Entnnce aod Cleann«« of T«88«1( catering *nd civftring the Ports 

of Tictorik and EEquimttli. 

£ S. Dj £ 8. P 

All V«Mcli UDder 15 Tom OO * 2, All TeiecU tinder 400 Tons 1 13 4 

" Belire«D IS A 30 ions. 00 6 3 " Between :^D0 & COO tni. 'J S 10 

■' " 30 & EO " 00 8 4 " " COO 4 700 '■ '2 10 00 

■' " BO k 100 '■ 00 12 61 " •' 700 k 800 " ;: 14 2 

" " 10« k 200 " 00 18 91 " " SOO k SOO " C 18 1 

" " 200 4 300 '• 1 5 00 " " 900* 1000 " r: S G 

" " 300 4 400 " 1 13 4 " ." 1000 4 upwards. :; C 8 

" " 400 4 000 " 2 1 8| 

All Stekinere, bonajutt, cnrrjiDg mnllR to pRj half the smoiiat of tlie above 
(cale of Fees, according to (faeir tonnag«. 

SCHEDDLB B. 
Haltyearir IJeuiM tbr CoMtan. 

Under 10 tons - - - - £10 

Above 10 and under 30 • - - - 200 

'' 30 and under SO - - - . 3 

"SO- - - - - - 400 

SCHEDPLE C. 

Wlierriea find SkifTi pljiag for hire and licensed to ratr^ not exceeding sii 
pMiangers. Per quarter - - • - - - £100 

Row Boatg and YawU pljing for hire and licensed to c.irry more than sii 
passenBerg, and under 10 tons burtben. Perqanrter - £1 10 

Lighters and Scows oniploj-ed in fi-eighlinc or diEclmrging vessel?, or olUer- 
wiiB for hire, under 10 tuQE burthen. I'er ijuarter - i;2 

Lighters and Scow* exceeding !0 tons, ppr quarter - £5,0 

und Is. ttddilional for every tun, exceed in (r ID tons, and up to 109 tons burthen. 

SCHEDULE D. 

For invoicea under £100 in vbIup - - - - £0 4 2 

Above £100 and under £JJO in voliie ... o :: 

For invoices above £250 and under £500 in vaine - 8 4 

For iavoicGB Above £G00 and under £1000 in vnlne - 12 l< 

For invoices above £1000 ...-. . OlGf 

LIST OF ANlllALS FOtlXD IX VAyCOUVER ISLAND. 



As adopted in Vol. 8tb Pacific Rnilroad Reports. 

n Pftnther, or Cougar; Fclis coneolor. L, 

Wild Cat; Lj'nx f»!cialus. Rnf. 

Gray Cat : Cauis occidental is. Var. griseo allj 

Dusk; Wolf; ■ Can is occidental i). Viir. nubilui. 



Ug-,.=db;, Google 
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■■. ICHNTIO 8iJIBB] 

Red Fox ;^ Vulpei maccourus. Bftird. 

Fithw, BUck Cat ;- Mudela PcDnantii. Ecxl. 

Itink, or UioE , Patorius visoo. B&ird. 

American Sable, or Pina U«rtia ; ^ UutttU Amcricaaa. Tarton. 

Racoon, Black fooled Proceon Heruaadczii. Bajrd. 

Boavcr; Caitoi CaDadcngis. Knhl. 

BlackBelTi UrBua AmrricsDUB. Pallas. 

BrowD Bear; Do do do 

Wolverine ; _. Gulo liiscus. 

Common Ottfr; Lutra CuUfornica. Graj. 

SeaUUer; EaLjdra mnriua. Fleming. 

Red, or Pine Squirrel ■„ Sciurug Dongtaeii. 

Red Deer, "Klk;" Cervus Canadeneis. 

Black Tailed Deer; Otv us Columbian ut. 

Ermine; MiiBtala erminea. 

Haiquash, or Musk Sat; Fiber zi be thecua. 

8ea Lion ; PtatjrhyncbuB leoninus. 

Hair and Fur Seals; Fkoca, vituUna, and Arctocepbalus 

HonntainGoat; Aplocerus mootanns. 

LIST OF BIRDS FOUKD OK VAKCODVER ISLAND. 
N'amee adopted from 9tli Vol. Pacific Railroad Report. 



Pigeon Hawk; Falco colambariua. 

sparrow Hairk ; Paloo spnrverius. 

Ooahawk; Aitur atricapillus. 

Sharp Sbin Havk ; Accipiter fuscun. 

; Western Red Tail Hank ; Buteo montanDi. 

Wbite-besded Eagle; Halistus teucocephalai. 

'Great Uoraed Owl; Bubo Virginianus. 

Snowy Owl: — Nycten nivea. 

Saw Whet Owl; Nyctale Acadica. 

PigmyOwl; Ulnucidium guoma. 

Harris's Woodpecker ; Picus Harrieii. 

Gairdner'a Woodpecker;.. Picus Gairdneri. 

Red Breasted Woodpecker; Spbyropicus ruber. 

Fileated Woodpecker, or Log Cock ; Rylniomns pUeatuc. 

Red Sbafted Flicker; Colnptes Mexican ub. 

Red Backed Humming Bird; „ SelUBphorue BufaB. 

Nifrht Bawk; CUordeilea popetue. 

Belted Ktngfi^ber; Ccryle alcyoii. 

OliTe Sided Fly Catcher: 'Conto^U9 boiealig. 

American Robiu, or Tbrusb : Turdiis migratorius. 

Varied Thru^b. or Painted Robin ; TurduR nEcviiis. 

WeBtern Blue£ird; Sialiii Mexicans. 

Ruby Crowned Ween; R^gulua caleodula. 

Golden Crested Wren ; Regiilue f<]itrapa. 

American Titlark : Anthus Ludoricianos. 

UacgiRivray's Warbler; Geothtypis Mivegillivrayi. 

Orange Crowned Warblit ; Hetminthophaga celata. 

Andabon'a Warbler ; Dendroicn Aadubonii. 

Yellow Warbler; _ Dcndroica a^stii-ft. 

Lonisiana Taaager ; Pymnga Ludoriciana. 

Barn Swallow; Hirundo Itorreorum. 

White Bellied Swallow Birundo bicolor. 

Tiolet green Swallow Hirundo tlialuBsina. 

D,j-,..db;,LTOOylC 
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WMblSoe Ftjenicher ■,.. T[r«ogilTui. 

Blii«-heBd«d do _' TinosaUuriDB. 

Winter Wr«n :....'....; Ti«g\odyut bjwnalii. 

Kock Wren SalplncMs obsoUtat. 

Skndcr-blll Nuthnieh-.. SlHo iiculeau. 

Chcstamt bMked Tit P»ru» rufsacens, 

WesUciL purple Finch Cftrpodacas Californiem. 

Pine Pineh Chrysomitris pious. 

WcBtern irhite crowDcd Sparron- ZonotricbU GkmbFlli. 

Uolden crowned do do coronaUi. 

Oregon Snovbird Jnnco Oregonus. 

Chipping Sp&rrow Spizelln «ociali«. 

Western sonR Spnrrow ;... Melospiza rufina. 

Townaend's foi Sparrow PasMrella TownsendiE. 

Blacbfaeaded Grosbeak GuiracameJanocepbala. 

Oregon ground Robin Pipilo OregODUi. 

Western meadow Lark Sturnelln neglecta. 

Brewer's Blackbird ...;... Scolecopbagui cyanoceplwlHi 

Bedwint; do AgeUiajpticEniceuB. 

American Raven Corvns c*rnlvorus. • 

NorthneEtem Pish Croir do caurinu?. 

Steller'aJay Cyanora Stellerii. 

Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata. 

BlneGroaee. Tetrao obscurus. 

RuSed Oregon Grouse, or "Partridge" Bo n as a Sab in ii. 

SaDdhill Crane Grus Canadensis. 

Crest blue Heron Ardea Herodias. 

Surf Bird.... Aphrjia Virgatd. 

dach man's Oyster Cateber Hrematopus nigcr. 

Blact Turnsibne - Strepailas melaao-cepbaJat. 

Wilson's Snipe G all inago Wilson i. 

Telltale Tattler 6anib«ttit melanoleuca. 

American Coot orMudUen., Fulica Anierieaoa. 

Tbe Swan Cygnos Amerieanas. 

Candida Goose , Bei'nicla Canadensis. 

WLit«f beaked Goose di> Lencopareia, 

Hatchiii's Goose Bernicla Hotchinsii. 

Snow Goose • Ansar bjperborea. 

Mallard or Stoek Dock Anas bosuhas. 

Green winged Toai Setlion I'arolinentis. 

Baldpat« or American Widgaon Mare i:a Americana. 

Big bUcklicnd or Scaap Dock Pnlix mi^illa. 

OanviB-back Dunk Aytbia TalliBneriiv. 

Uolden eye or nbistle-wiog Duck Bucepbala Americana. 

BuAlehead Duck do atbeola. 

Harlequin Duck Tlistrionicus torquatne. 

Tbe Loagtaited D^ick or Soutb-soulb- Harelita glacialis. 

vd^4iD;^k"Z':;;:::::;:;:::::;::;::::::: }M«i-">ettaveiveiina. 

Sarf Dack Pelionetta peripicillatk. 

Goosander Merjraa Amaricaaa. ■ 

Redbreasted Mernanser do SOTrator. 

Hooded Merganser Lopbodytes cncallatDs. 

▼iolet-green Cormorant « Graculus violaceous. 

Sborttailed Albatrots Diomedea bracbyura. 

GUueotiB winged Gnll Larus glanceacens. 

Sneltley'sGull io SiickUyi. 

Great Northern DJTer Colymbus torquatut. 

Btacktbroatod Diver do krcticm. 

S«dlbF0«ted do ~ do aepteotrionalii. 
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[I. scinniFic KXKK. 

RedDCrked Grebe >....... FodUepg grUer^snn. 

WMUrn do ..- i^o occidentalig. 

Horned do _ • do cornutus. 

WcBtBtn Gnillamot .-. llria colamba. 

Uiu-bled Auk Bckchjrampbus mkinoratu- 



LIST OF SHELLS, ' 
From Uin Itocki knd Dredge off Eaquimalt si 



F&LLIOBSANCHUTjI : 



SuCrTIGBAKCHlATA : . 



Teretraleltida. TerAbratelln ULuria and puhlnata. 

Salfnidir, Soleo sicarius. 

TdUmda, Miicoma n&Euta, 

S!riKil1n cftunDH. 

r«niTjrfie, Tapes Pelitu, 

Cardiada, Cardium Nuttatlii. 

MyliMic. Mytiiue edulis, mod[ola modiolus. 

- Mod iolH ni tens. 
Pectindx, Peclen herkius. 
OitraidK, Ostrea coiicbii]ibila. 

Chitonidm — Tonicia linenta, Mopalis vespertiaa, Kalberim* 
tnniatn, Crypto cliiton, Stellrri. 

Aemaidre — Acmteii patina, Acmcca |ietta, Acm(e& penoaa, 
Acma;a epectruni, Scurria JKitrfl. 

FlptirrtUda: — Glvphis aspera. PuDc^urellft cucnllati- 

Troehida—7A-i\[>iiians auaulatus, Ziv.ipliinus fil«3B». 

CiUi/plrreidn! — Galerus faaligiatus, Crepidula incnm. 

Ctrilhittdic — CTi 111 idea sacra t«. 

lAUoTiindx — Lltturlna Silchana, Liltorina plena. 

Nalieidx — ^fnticR clauEa. 

, Tritonidie — Argobuccinura Oregonense. 

Furpurida — Farpura decemcostaia, Purpura em■r((iaatl^ 

Purpura Inctuea, 
Buccinfdx—Hassa mendica. 
MaTcidm — Cbrjsodomus aniiquuB, ChrjsodotBM Sitcbao*. 

Toloa, ftnnd in VanoovTar "UiaaM. 

Scientific Nihes, 
Abies Donglaesii- 
do Menzicsii. 
do gran dig. 

Abiei Canadensis, 

CeraBus mollis. ' 

Pious sirobiis. 

Pious poaderoaa. 

Tboja gigantcn. 

Cupresaus Metkatenscs. 

Tliujaplicata. 

Tains brevifolia. 

Quarciis Garrjona. 

Acer nacrophjllum. 

Ainns Oregona. 
Cornus NnUallli. 
Arbatus Menzesii. 



im of Ttmi tad ShrolM 
ForDL4& Nahgs. 
The DoDglu Pine ot Oregon Red Fine. 

iSpruce Fir - 

Yellow Fir 

Balsam Kir 

Hemlock Spruce 

Wild Cherry 

White Pina or Wejmouth Pine 

YsllowPine 

Cedar — tbe Oregon Cedar 

Yellow Cypress 

Arbor Vite 

Yew 

The Oak „ 

Tbe wbite, or broad leaved Unple 

Yine do 

The Oregon Aldar 

Uregon Dogwood - 

Atbutua 



LtOO^Ic 
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American Aipan Popolai tremalaidis 

Oregon Crab Apple 

The WillotT , Pjrna rivulsrli. 

CoUoBWOoU Soltz 3coa)eriaaa. 

Sbsububt Cndir Urowtu. 

The Sszel Corvlus Americftiia. 

Red Cornel, or Willow Coroui Drummondii. 

H0II7 lettTcd Barbcrr;, or Oregon grapG Berbeni aqnifoliuio- 

Mock Oracgt or Serlcga PhiUdsIphua macropetalal. 

Red, irbite &nd black Rnsp be rrj Bubns NulkkDua, leucodenni«. 

Three kinds of QooMbercT Bibej divftticaluia, niTeunt and 

Buineum. 

Servictberr; Amelancbler Cftnftdeiuia. 

Elder „ ^nmbucue gl&uo. 

Sal Ut Be ny OauUberia ihalloo. 

HucklebeiTj, or BIccberr; Vacciniom oTatam, ovAllfolium, 

Blackberry (Bubus) and parTifoliiia. 

Snowberrj SjmpboricaTpui raccmosua. 

Salmonberry „ Bubu» upecubills. 

Oregon Bucktborn Frangula Purshiana. 

Hone^rsucicle „ Lan[c«ra occidentalie. 

Ivj Hedara. 

Hairtboni CrattEKUS Coccines ? 

Ply BJofsom, or Bearberrj -.,. Loaicera involucrau. 

Wild Rose _ Roea fraiiDitolia. 

GRASSES, LEGKMrN'OUS PLANTS, ic, Ac. ,; 

Wb[te Clover Trlfolium repens. 

Reed Meadov Grass Oljcerta aquatlca. 

Bene Spear Grass Poa pratenais? 

Sweet Grnsa Featuca prntenais. 

Wild Timothy, or Herd's grass Phleuro praieuse. 

Wild Oat Stlpa avenacea ? 

Broad leaved Rush Juncus. 

Cowslip Primula veris, vol Douglaaii. 



THE Flexildligr, BetiitaiiM, oad Danatr of Kaatt from Vancovvtr Island eoupartd 
with Malta tram Bigs: 

ThD print^pal qnalit.i of Ih^e vioods 1> s Bexibjllty and a tenacity ot Hbn nrclj met wllh In 
trees so nged; they may !» tent and twJHtnl several Ilnin to contiuy dirceUODi wiUiont ttnatlug, 

StverEUpolcsof tll8i;rtiit™t,leugl!itiavlnnllio«ndBlUie6)ot,ttnd thelopotthotrcocolQO; -Tr^ 
'r!td couiparttively wltb polid of the eama dlmmuiloua cut from a Riga spar of Arte clui, and tia 



dpgrec of li9nd[n£ \ Vanconrer Pine. Bij 



.Krsr^^T.:t^ 


(Wt J- 




*^„;^'Kra'^;" 


otin.ote»..,| 




Ben.ilyofthc™od 




DenaJty at the head .. 
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1« 11 IS 68 

19 93 20 XI 



The only question still uudeeidcil Is that of duiability. The masts aud nun oT \aicao-rn an 
wodde Tare and exceptional for dlmcu^ons auu snpertnr qunlllleB, Btrengtb, UgbtneBa, abscBH of kaou 

"Tuulog," Septcmbu 21. 1B6D. Signed, L. A. SnTiam, Du PeiToii.Chiet£iiglii«rDt3dSMtK>B/ 
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Wkniag SnM Anonnt of BCtnnu niidtr "IndM XiwnM ABL' fn thi Half 
T«M •aOag SOtb SMuabw, laSO, ud SOtk lona, IHl, with u Anolytu 
of th» Botam bn tho Holf Tmi miiag Sin Dwnnboi, lUL 



HaU Tou uding Slit SooanWr, 1S«1. 



i AssOijert £ 

1 Agent, Kitale 

1 AgtatjUMir 

J Barbara and Hair dreBecr!. 

1 BagmBker. 

T BlHCkamitbg 

S Boat aod Shoe Makers 

5 Batchers ■ 

5 BHckmnk«rj 

2 Brokers^ 

1 Boot and Shoe Dealer 

a Booksel!e« 

2 BoHrd and Lodgiog House 

2 Carriers - 

1 Carman 

1 Camphine Dealer 

?,b Carpeateis an<j Builders... 

1 Cigar Dealer 

1 Cod fectinner 

1 Coocli Baitder 

1 Coffep Dealer 

3 Cow Csepers 

14 Clothiers 

T Conlractors 

1 Commission Dealer 

2 Commisgioo Agents 

3 Commlsiion Mercbaols 

1 Drftjman 

3 Druggists and Apothecaries 
9 Fruiterers 

2 Fish Dealers 

1 Plovir Dealer 

1 Furniture Dealer 

1 Pur Dresser 

1 Gunsmith 

25 Grocera 

2 Greengrocers 

2 Gardners, Market 

1 Rosier 

2 Horse Dealers- 

5 Ironmonfcere 1 

1 Ironfounder 

2 Jewelera 

1 Jobber 

1 Lime Burner 



1 S 



Letter and Hirer 9S 

Lit err Stables HOC 

Lumber ilerch an t» 4000 

Marketman, Ueataud Vege- 
table 306 

Merchants 84,T1S 

Vilkmea - nn 

Milliaeta lOOft 

Miller and Baker 120U 

Xureerjman 95 

Paper Haagera 19it 

Painters _.. 1120 

Photographer - 150 

Plasterer _ 640 

Prices Currents, dealer in 9S 

Provision Merchants C450 

Besinurancs, Keepers of ... 2250 

Sail Maker 150 

Saddlers 300 

1350 



Siiip Chandler .. 

Sbipirrigbt _ 

SkinDealer 

Sada Water Uanntacturer 

Store Keepers 

Ship Owners 

Sjrup ManafactQjer. 

Traders, Indian. 

Traders 

Tailors 

Teamsters 

Tentmaber 

Tobacconi'sU 

TiDsmitbs 

Upholsterer 

Watchmakers 

Washerman 

Water Carriers 

Warehonso 4 Wharfingers 

Wood Dealer 

Woollen Goods Dealer 

Wheelwright b Blackemitb 
Veterinary Surgeon 

Total £95, 
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Amcin iMpvtM into Iritldi Celnubia t 



AU and Porter io wood, 


Bulls. 


do do inbottle,_ 


Cows. 


Agricultural Implemeot?, 


Calves. 


Aiea, 


Beef Cattle. 


Bacon and Hams, 


Sbeep and Goau. 


Barley, 


Hogs. 


Beans, 


Maehinerj. 


Beer, 


Matches. 


Blankets, 


Meat. 


BootsandSht.es, 


ileale preserved. 


Bran, 


do dried. 


Bread, 


do fresh. 


Sticks, 


Miscellaneous Ware. 


Butler, 


Molasses. 


Camphene. 


Nails. 


Candles, 


Suts and Almonds. 


Cbee^e, 


Uils, (sweet). 


China Merchandise, 


do (Linseed). 


■ChocoUte, 


do various 


Cider, 


Oats. 


Cigars, 


Opinm. 


Clothiuff,' 


Paints. 


Coal, 


I'otatoes. 


Coffee, 


Pork (8.ilt). 


Confectionery, 


do ^ do.' 


Copper, 


Personal etTects 


Cordials, 


Plants. 


Drugs anti Cliemicala, 


Poultry. 


Dry Goods, 


Quicksilver, 


Karthemrare, 


Kice. 


Kess, 


Jtope and Cordage. 


Fish (preserved,) 




Fish— dried aod inU, 


Seeds (Garden). 


Floor, 


do (Grain, elc). 


Firearms, 


Shot. 


Fniita (preserred,) 


Soa]>. 


do dried. 


Stntionerv. 


do fresh, 


Sugar. ■ 


Furnitare, 


Spirit?. 


(5 lass ware. 


Far and Pitch. 


Groceries, 


Tea. 


Gunpowder, 


TinwarP. 


Hardware, 


Tobacco. 


Hay, 


Vegelubles. 


Harness and Saddlery, 


do Turnips, C-irrols, etc., etc. 


Iron and Steel, 


do fresh. 


Lard, 


do preserTtd 


Lead, 


Wines. 


Leather, 


do CliampsEne. 


Lime and Cement,' 


do China medicated. 


Lumber, 


do Clarel, other deacriptioo *nd bet 


i-JTe Stock— t 




Horses, 


Wheat.' 


Mules, 


Window Sashes and Doors. 


Asses, 


Wo odea ware. 


OKn, 


Wagons. 




Yeast Powder 
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AMTa&CT OF ACTS Pa>e«d b; House of Aaumbly, tmoe tho Fint Seadon, 
beginnmg In Kaioh, 1860. 

No. 1. " AdiLioistratioii of Oiitbs Att," Provides for the admiaiatrktloa of 
O&thj in the House of Assembly, and the productioQ of EvidenCB be- 
fore Committees of the siLine. 
3. "Vancouver Islind Joint Stock Compini eg' Act." Eitendsthe Pro- 
visions of the Joint Stock Companiea Acta, 1B56, 1857 and 1858, to 
Van CO aver Island and its dependenciea. 
Act for the payment ot certain Salaries. 
Bill of Supply £3,207 U 1. 
Bill of Supply, £9,364 0. 

" Att to Improve the Streets of Victoria." Aothorizing the collection 
of a Tax to be called the Victoria Street Fund. 

"Fireman's Protection Act." Provides for the Protection of the mem- 
bers of Fice Companies of Victoria. 

" Trades License Act." Imposes a Tax on all Trades aad OceapaUona. 
"Indian Liqaor Act," For Preventing the Sale or Gift of Spirituous 
Liquor to Indians. 

es for the Repair, Improvement, and Regulation 
■.T Island and its dependencies. 
"Act to Amend Imperfect Titles." ConfirniB certain persons in tiie 
^ee Simple of the Real Estate ihey now hold. 

" Real Estate Tax Act." Levies an Annual Tai of 1 pei cent, on all 
Real Estate. 

" Victoria and Esquimau Harbour Ihies Act." AmEudicg the scale of 
Fees charged for the Entrance and Clearance of Vessels, Licenses to 
scows, boats, and other craft ; and dues for Landing PermitB, &c. 
" Minor Offences Act." For Rendering the Administration of Justice 
in minor Criminal Cases, more speedy and certain. 
"liimitatioD of Foreign Actions AcC" Declaring the Limitation of 

"Annual Registration of Voters Act." Amends the Registration of 
Voters Act, of 1853. 

"Victoria Gas Company Act." Incorporates the Victoria Gas Com- 
pany. 

" Victoria Bridge Removal Act." 

" Act for Con^rming Titles from Che Hudson's Bay Company." Con- 
firming certain Titles to Real Property in Vancouver Island. 

" Land Registry Act." To Facilitate tho Transfer of Real Bstate, and 
to provide foe the Registration of Titles. 

" Powder Magazine Act." Grants certain Privileges to the Builder or 
Builders of a Powder Uagaiine. 

r Island Land Proclamation." By the Governor. 
3 & 24. Snpjilemental to ditto. 

5. " Victoria Harbour Act." Authorises the raising of a Loan of Ten 
Thousand Pounds upon the security of the Dues and Moneys levied by 
virtue of the Victoria and Esquinialt Harbour Dues Act, 1860. 

"Liquor License Act." Provides for and Regulates the Sale of Wines. 
Spirits, Malt and other Liquors. 

Proclamation, by His Eicellency the Governor, " Establishing Alberni, 
in Barclay Sound, as a Port of Entry." 

" An Act to Extend and Amend the Provisions of the Fireman's Pro- 
tection Act, 1360. 

'•An Act,-To enable Aliens to Hold and Transmit Real Estate." 

" Supplementary Street Act." Authorises the continuation of certain 

" Vancouver Island Civil Procedure Act." Amending the Procedure 
in Civil Cnaes. 

'- Alien Act, 1S62." Provides for the Naturalization of Aliens. 
"Act for the Confirmation of the Titles of Aliens to Re«IEatate.l861.j' 

L,,,_ /,T:^^^oglc 



Cureg Defects in Titles to Real Estate, helJ by nr devised through 
Aliens. 

34. " Bilie of Sale Act, 1861." For PreTenting Frauds upon Creditors by 
Secret Bills of Sole of Personal CbatteU. 

35. " Pawnbroker's Act." Regulates the Busiaess of Pawnbrokers. 

36. "8ammary Procedure on Bills of Kichanga Act, ISSl." Facilliales 
the Remedies on Bills (^f Eicbaoge, and Promisacry Notes, bj the pre- 
veation of frivoloaa or fictitious defeaces to Actions thereon. 

31. "Victoria Gas Company Extension Act, 1861." Enlarges the time 
limited by the Act of 1860, for tlie Estabtishment of Gas Works and 
Buildings by the Victoria Gae Company, 
3B. " Trades License Amendmert Act." Acsending the Act of 1860. Cas- 
ual Traders to pay Annual License of Five PoandB,and the Half-yearly 
Assessment to be as ehenn by schedule A. 

Under £100 half yearly £10 
and under 



£100 

500 
1000 
SGOO 

eooo 

10,000 
30,000 
30,000 
40,000 



50O 



1000 


.1 


2500 




5000 




10,000 




20,000 




30,000 




4e,ooo 




60,000 




50,000 




n of Fore 


gn AcU 



2 

3 10 



4G 
55 



"Extension of Limitation of Foreign Actions Act," Extends provi- 
sions of the same. 

. '■ Swine and Goat Act." To prohibit Swine and Goats mnning at 
large in Victoria, and Goats in settled districts. 

" Bankruptcy Act, 1862." Declares the law relating to Bankruptcy 
and lusolvency in Vancouver Island and dependencies. 
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In lut line of p>ie IT, for "street of wkter" rMd " »h«et otwUt." 
Id pagv 21 — lecoDd lioa in flnt pangraph — for " M oTereut knd foggf' 
r«»d " 50 ovtiCMt Mid foggj." 
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